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2017 Annual General Meeting Details
Timetable Saturday 17 February 2018
From 11.30 am
12.30pm – (approx.) 4.30 pm
6.30 pm – midnight

Registration for voting and renewal of memberships
Annual General Meeting
2017 presentation and dinner dance

Agenda for AGM











Confirm minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting
President’s report
Secretary’s report
Financial report
Committee reports
Reappointment of honorary (life) members and consideration of any new nominations
Election for committee vacancies
Notices of special resolution and motions
General business

Attendance and voting
Any person can attend the meeting. However, only senior financial members are entitled to vote. If you were a
Senior Member for 2017 or have joined as a Senior Member for 2018 you are entitled to vote. You do not
have to rejoin to participate in the meeting but bring your 2017 membership card with you.

Proxy votes
Each senior financial member who attends may hold up to five (5) proxy votes on behalf of other senior
financial members. A copy of the proxy form is included in this booklet.

Proxy forms must be received by the Secretary at least 24 hours before the start of the
meeting. Please note the contact details below.
Mail proxy forms to The Secretary NSWERA, 105 Langford Drive, Kariong NSW 2250 to arrive no later than
Friday 16 February 2018. Please be sure to leave time for mail to arrive. Alternatively, forms can be scanned
and emailed to the Secretary at secretary@nswera.asn.au to arrive no later than 12.30pm Friday 16
February 2018.

Nominations for Committee
An election of the new committee will be conducted. Anyone wishing to nominate must complete a
nomination form, a copy of the form is included in this booklet. Please include your name, membership
number, a brief description of your involvement with endurance riding and reasons for seeking election to the
committee.

Nomination forms must be received by the Secretary at least 7 days before the start of the
meeting. Please note the contact details below.
Mail your nomination forms to the Secretary, NSWERA, 105 Langford Drive, Kariong NSW 2250, to arrive
no later than Friday 9 February 2018. Please leave time for mail to arrive. Alternatively, forms can be
scanned and emailed to the Secretary at secretary@nswera.asn.au to arrive no later than 12.30pm
Saturday 10 February 2018.

Please note that there is no option to fax proxy or committee nomination forms this year.

Nominations for the Committee to be put on notice.
There are seven SMC vacancies this year, two being casual vacancies, to replace Adeline Gibson and
Alamdar Dastani. The term of these casual vacancies will end in February 2019.
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Term ends February 2018

Term ends February 2019

John Howe
Kerry Spratt
Talea Hasko-Stewart
Peter Bice
Belinda Hopley

Adeline Gibson
Jo Davis
Alamdar Dastani
Tony Warren
Jacque Wright

Nominations must be made by two current Senior Members (quote membership numbers). The nominee
must be a current Senior Member and must give his/her written consent. Nominations for election to the
NSWERA Committee will be accepted by the Secretary up to seven (7) days before the date of the AGM
(NSWERA Constitution rule 17.1).
If insufficient nominations are received to fill all vacancies, the people nominated as per rule 17(1) will be
deemed elected and further nominations will be received from the floor at the Annual General Meeting
(NSWERA Constitution rule 17.2). If insufficient further nominations are received, any remaining vacant
positions will be deemed casual vacancies (rule 17(3)). The committee will attempt to fill any casual
vacancies in accordance with rule 16(4)).
If the number of nominations received is equal to the number of vacancies, the people nominated will be
deemed elected (rule 17.4).
If the number of nominations received prior to the meeting exceeds the number of vacancies, a ballot will be
held at the meeting and the seven people with the most number of votes will fill the vacancies (rules 17(5) and
17(6).
If further nominations are required to be taken at the meeting, and those nominations exceed the number
required to fill the remaining vacancies, a ballot will be held. In this case, the number of people required to fill
the remaining vacancies with the most number of votes will be deemed elected (rules 17(5) and 17(6).
Committee appointments are normally for two year terms. Due to resignations, there are seven committee
positions to be filled. Two of the seven positions are casual vacancies and will be for one year terms. If a
ballot is held, the people with the two lowest number of votes will be appointed to the one year terms. If
exactly seven nominations are received either before or at the AGM, these people will be deemed elected, a
ballot will be held to determine who receives the two lowest number of votes and these two people will fill the
one year terms. If casual vacancies remain after the AGM, these positions will be for one year.

Notices of motions
All Notices of motions received, including one proposed special resolution are published in this booklet.

Accommodation
There are a number of motels/hotels in the Windsor/Richmond area:
Alexander the Great, 317 Windsor Road, Vineyard. Phone: 4577 5555
The Sebel Hawkesbury Resort and Spa, 61 Hawkesbury Valley Way, Windsor. Phone: 4577 4222
Windsor Terrace Motel, 47 George Street, Windsor. Phone: 4577 5999
Windsor Motel, 54 George Street, Windsor. Phone: 4577 3626
Hawkesbury Race Club Motel, 1 Racecourse Road, Clarendon. . Phone: 4560 4300
Cupitts Cottage, 268 George Street, Windsor. Phone: 0438 055 613
Richmond Inn/Hotel, 90 March Street, Richmond. Phone: 4578 1044
Colonial Motel, 161 March Street, Richmond. Phone: 4578 1166
Commercial Hotel, 193 Windsor Street, Richmond. Phone: 4588 5096
The RSL provides a courtesy bus from 5pm until 1am on a Saturday night. The bus runs within a five
kilometer radius of the club.
Dinner
The meal will consist of a two course buffet with a choice of 3 salads, 4 hot dishes and 2 desserts.
Special dietary needs will be catered for. When making your booking, please advise of any special dietary
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needs. The premises are licenced, so no B.Y.O.G.
Dinner price for adults is $43.00 per person, children $20.00.
Tables are for 10 people, so if you wish to sit with friends, please advise at the time of booking.
Please RSVP before 9 February 2018 because final numbers need to be given to the venue by 10 February,
2018.
Please send your dinner booking form (below) and payment via one of the options on the form, before
9 February 2018.
IMPORTANT: IF YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE THE RECIPIENT OF TROPHIES OR RIBBONS AND YOU
WILL NOT BE ATTENDING THE PRESENTATION, PLEASE NOMINATE A PERSON WHO WILL BE
COLLECTING YOUR AWARD/S FOR YOU, AND ADVISE THE NSWERA SECRETARIAT ON 02-49380081
OR EMAIL secretariat@nswera.asn.au.
Lost or misplaced trophies are not the responsibility of the NSWERA.

NSWERA AGM Dinner Booking Form
RSVP by 9 February 2018

NAME
Phone

Email:

No of Adults

($43.00 per head two course meal)

No of Children

($20.00 per head, under 12 years )

If you have any special dietary needs, please indicate this below:

TOTAL PAY BY CHEQUE $

.

Or

PAY BY CREDIT CARD $
Type of Credit Card eg Visa, Mastercard etc.
Name on Credit Card

Expiry Date

CCV

Amount to be charged $
Signature
Are you the recipient of trophies/ribbons Yes/No (circle)
Post to NSW ERA Secretariat, 109 Sandy Creek Road, Mt Vincent NSW 2323, or email form and credit
card details to secretariat@nswera.asn.au or fax to 4938 0001
Phone 4938 0081
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Minutes from the 2016 AGM held 11 Feb 2017
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the New South Wales Endurance Riders Association Inc. held at
the Sovereign Inn, Kendal Street, Cowra on Saturday, 11 February 2017, commencing at 12:45 pm.
1.

Attendance
Present: Alam Dastani (Chairman), Belinda Hopley, John Howe, Tony Warren, Simon Bain, Peter
Bice, Kerry Spratt, Talea Hasko-Stewart, Peter Kelly,
In attendance: Peter Bice, Helen Rich, Simon Bain, Alamdar Dastani, Peter Kelly, Mark Norton,
Deanna Trevena, Neil Clarkson, Victoria Bonham, Chris Noonan, Jessica Dastani, Mark Broadbent,
John Robertson, Jo Davis, Sue Warren, Tony Warren, Marisa Levitt, Andrew Kettlewell, Steven
Roberts, Belinda Hopley, Gertraud Norton, Robin Gossip, Dianne Cameron, Karen Rhodes, Sue Todd,
Jacque Wright, Colleen Clancy, Bernie Miller, Victoria Bice, Tayce Bice, Annette Bailey, Karen
Anderson, Georgina Pankhurst, Fiona Meller, Rachel Benad, Gordon Smith, Noni Seagrim, John
Howe, Fia Hasko-Stewart, Andrew Bailey, Linda Jonkers, Andrew Jonkers, Kylie Jonkers, Ian Curtis,
Dianne Luker, Anne Lymbery, Stuart Lymbery, Rowena Robinson, Les Robinson, Levi Robinson, Tom
McCormack, Amanda Kettlewell, Roz Edmunds, Kerry Spratt, Talea Hasko-Stewart, Clare Feary,
Robert Catlin, Roy Barsby
Apologies: Adeline Gibson, Ron and Val Males, Shirley Clarke, Donna Georgevski, Kristen Proudfoot
and Searle Johnston, Karin Santoso, David Player, Shan Symons, Phil Coleman, Ros Ryan, Haydn
Fisher, Gail Fisher, Mette Sutton, Graeme and Jennifer Gilbertson, Sonya Ruprecht, Dean Walkom,
Ray and Carol Griffiths, Bec Hogan, Emily Streckfuss, Carol Major and Louise McCormack.
The number of proxies recorded was 75.
John Howe welcomed members to the SMC. He advised that Mark Norton withdrew his nomination for
the SMC therefore there was no longer any need for an election. John then went on to list the members
who were to be on the SMC. Alam, Tony, Adeline Gibson, Jo Davis, Jacque Wright. Thanks to people
who put their names up for election to the SMC.
Alam then took over the meeting as Chairman.
Alam welcomed all to the AGM.

2.

Approval of previous minutes
The minutes of the AGM held 6 February 2016 was previously published in the New South Wales
Endurance Newsletter, in the AGM booklet for this meeting and on the website.

2.1

MOVED
THAT
CARRIED

Neil Clarkson, John Howe
the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 6 February 2016 be accepted.
Unanimous

It was noted that the majority of SMC reports were previously published in the AGM booklet which was
mailed out to the membership in January 2017. The reports are included in this document for the sake
of completeness.

Executive Reports
3.

President’s Report – Emily Streckfuss
The NSW SMC has had a productive 2016. Early in the year we conducted a survey of our day members
to try and gain some insight into why they are not stepping up to longer distances or attending more rides.
For years we have all had ideas about how to encourage new members into the sport. This survey
provides valuable information that I believe we should be utilising.
One of the standout responses was that the intermediate riders do not feel valued as members of the
endurance community. The new Introductory Rider Award that was introduced by the SMC was designed
to be similar to the Best Conditioned Award in longer distances, to give riders something to aim for in the
shorter distances and incentives to improve their strapping. This is still a work in progress and I would
urge everyone to give it a chance. I do not think that adding some prestige and competitive element
(within our novice guidelines) to the intermediate ride takes anything away from the longer distances.
Change can be difficult but I think we need to embrace the intermediate distances and give the
encouragement and education required to become endurance junkies like the rest of us.
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We are very excited to announce that we have secured a sponsorship deal with Maxxis, a premium tyre
brand. The sponsorship deal will see NSW produce 500 bibs that will be available for use at NSW rides.
We will also be filming high quality footage at this year’s Wingello ride. This footage will be used to create
advertisements for the sport that will be used on social media and also regional television. In addition to
that we will be creating a series of short ‘How To’ videos that will be available through our website and
social media. The ‘how to’ videos will be supported by a new Introduction to Endurance booklet that will be
in print and digital format. Topics will include strapping, course etiquette, training etc. This should provide
us with great advertising and educational resources that we can use now and into the future.
This year saw the running of our first Chief Stewards workshop. The workshop was well received by all
who attended. I hope that we can run more of these workshops in the future and make them part of
maintaining accreditation. I would also like to see similar workshops for vets. I think continuing education
is an important part of maintaining standards in the sport and providing consistency in officials’ decision
making.
NSW ERA is also taking part in a new calendar co-ordination initiative from EA. The idea is that we meet
with EA and other States midyear in an attempt to co-ordinate calendars particularly for Championship
and FEI events for the following year. Comprising an effective calendar is more difficult that it seems, but
I think this is a big step in the right direction.
Our NSW riders have done us proud this year. We saw great results in the Quilty in the teams and
individual competitions. In the QLD and NSW State Championships our NSW teams took out the ‘State of
Origin’ competition.
I look forward to seeing NSW endurance thrive in 2017 and into the future.
Alam asked for any further comments on Emily’s report. No comments coming forward.

MOVED
THAT
Carried
4.

Neil Clarkson, Tony Warren
thanks to Emily Streckfuss for her work as President during last year.
Unanimous

Secretary’s Report – Kerry Spratt
I hope everyone has a safe and successful 2017, both in endurance and generally!
I’ve enjoyed being back on the Committee after a break of four years. The Committee has worked
together very well with the best interests of our great sport at heart and I hope we retain this stability for
2017. I’d like to thank Greg for his great efforts as President, and Emily and Alam for stepping up with
such commitment when the President’s role became vacant. Greg has done a great job successfully
applying for Office of Sport funding grants: we have one approval and hopefully there will be a second,
thanks Greg. Thanks Simon for your contribution, particularly as AERA Vice President, always a
challenging job. It’s been a privilege working with you. I’d also like to thank Fiona Meller for her tireless
commitment to all issues relating to track preservation. Thanks to Sonya who works so hard for us all and
makes being the Secretary easy for me.
I’ve also enjoyed being back on the AERA again. The AERA works with the best interests of the sport in
mind, which can be very difficult when what’s best for one State may not always be the best or most
convenient result for others. The AERA is rewriting its Constitution through a subcommittee of which I’m
the chair. Not exciting compared to some jobs, but necessary. It’s not a major restructure since we’re
staying with the Incorporated Association model, but it will revise the current very outdated Constitution
and make improvements to the way some things happen. If anyone has an interest in this, please contact
me. We will release a draft for consultation with the State Management Committees and division
members in 2017.
The Committee is always keen to hear your views, we steer the ship on your behalf. Please contact us
with ideas, concerns and questions.
Best wishes, Kerry Spratt, Secretary 2016.
Kerry said she was happy to be back on the SMC after a break of two years. Jacque Wright commented
on the cost of the Quilty but said she is not concerned about the DVD expenses.
Kerry went on to mention the Tyremax Maxxis. Logo – slogan was read out. The ERA put up a proposal
to Maxxis which was accepted. We have ordered 500 ride bibs with the Logo and these will be used for
promotional work around the State. They are numbered 1 to 500 and they will be a good asset
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Thanks to Tyremax. We are dealing with a subcommittee consisting of Kerry, Bec Hogan, Emily
Streckfuss and others.

5.

AGM 2016 Agenda Item 3: Treasurer’s Report – John Howe
2016 has been a year where the NSWERA SMC has worked towards actively promoting our sport.
This has taken the form of paid advertisements, our newsletter, Facebook, Webpage and subsidising the
rugs for the new Intermediate awards at selected 40km rides.
NSWERA has been a sponsor of our state championship ride, team’s events at both the state
Championships and the Tom Quilty National Championships. Success of our teams in the recent Quilty
has shown that as a state we are a force to be reasoned with. We have increased the profile of the sport
and given our members a sense of pride and have shown that ordinary members can aspire to and
achieve at top level of competition.
All this costs money. In 2016 we did not increase any of our fees. This was to encourage our members to
continue to compete, Ride Organisers to continue running rides.
The AERA has once again increased its rider levy to $3.00 per rider, per ride, 80 kms and above. NSW
has fought against this "levy", as it was supposedly put in place to bolster AERA funds, as a stop gap,
prior to TQ15 when the AERA experienced a cash flow problem. However, after TQ15, the AERA was
again liquid, but the levy remained and in fact went from $1.00 to the $2.00 and they have now put it up
again. In addition to this increase, the annual affiliation fees have now been increased by the AERA to be
$31 for adults and $16 for juniors. The NSW ERA has absorbed both the levy and the increase in
affiliation fees and has paid it from retained funds.
The other problem faced by NSW in 2016 was five rides that did not run, three because of inclement
weather, The Rock, Neville and Canberra and two for administrative reasons, St. Albans and Kiwarrak.
Overall membership fell by 26 members, which considering the "high water mark" of T.Q.15 wasn’t too
bad, however it was still 26 memberships that didn’t return.
In terms of ride affiliation fees lost, the sum is close to $10,000.00.
For several years we have been ably assisted by Tom McCormack who worked as Treasurer and until
recently prepared our books and financial statements. Tom has taken on a new and very demanding job
as an Accountant and has sadly been forced to resign as our book keeper. This position as been taken
over by James Bannatyne of Cherrybrook a retired Chartered Accountant who has just taken over from
Tom. James is as I write, preparing our books for annual audit and at the AGM I will have a fully audited
annual financial statement for all members.
The question of donations from NSW ERA to the RDA has arisen and while I fully accept that we have a
motion to provide a donation to the RDA on the understanding that it is something that we can afford, I
would advise members to realise that our core business is the running of Endurance events and the
promotion of this sport. We are not a benevolent society. I urge all members to keep this in mind when
making such decisions.
Thanks to Neil for printing the financial report at the last minute.
$23,800.97 is the loss. $6,000 of that loss was from the DVDs that were made at the Tom Quilty. We had
to purchase the film. Adeline went to work and made a very nice DVD. We have over $7,000 worth of
DVDs and they are not selling. Therefore we have to write this amount off. We will use the DVDs as a
form of promotion. They will also be used as lucky draws for today.
We also had a loss of income due to lack of ride fees. Five rides were cancelled. This resulted in over
$10,000 loss in ride affiliation fees.
Turning to the rest of our expenses, we did spend money last year in order to try and promote the sport.
Directed the meeting to the Quilty expenses. Listed these one by one. We then spent over $3,000 on a
chief stewards’ workshop. We have had seminars for TPRs, Vets and CS. We need them to be up to the
same professional standard. We sponsored Ben Hudson for $1,500. We have been doing this type of
sponsorship for a number of years. We also spent over $1,000 on drug testing. We have never stopped
swabbing and will not stop swabbing. The loss may seem huge but most of it came from a write off and
lack of income.
As a left over from TQ15 we contracted a firm in Canada to get some ride bibs made. This did not
eventuate and as we had to pay upfront we are pursuing the trail to try and get this money back. There is
a lawyer/barrister in Canada who has offered to pursue the matter for us in court. In lieu of a fee, she
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would like a horse to ride at the Quilty. Not sure if we can provide this. If we have to pay a barrister, we
may have to write that one off as well. The money involved is $4,000.
The other bad news is that unfortunately we have kept our membership fees at the same level. In future
they will need to go up as AERA has put its fees up and our insurance fees have also gone up. AERA
also levies for all bums on saddles. We are short $1 for every single member so the NSW ERA will
receive absolutely no income from membership fees for 2017.
Annette Bailey asked where the money was going with the reply given that it was to the AERA and
insurance. John advised that AERA have now put on a levy of $3 per rider. 20% of the gate from the
TQ15 went to the AERA. The financials for the AERA will be detailed by the AERA delegates.

MOVED
THAT
Carried

John Howe, Jo Davis
the Treasurer’s Report be accepted
Unanimous

Jacque Wright – queried the statement concerning the lack of ride fees. Yes, there was a drop in ride
fees and she accepted this but then went on to state that in her opinion the reduction in membership and
the lack of merchandise sales would be the problem. John said he put it down to ride income and
Jacque said that this is incorrect. She feels it is lack of members and lack of sale of merchandise.
John said we spent a lot of money in other areas. We had made allowances for the ride fees coming in
which didn’t eventuate. $75 dollars of our membership fees goes to insurance and the balance goes to
the AERA. We don’t get any income from membership fees. Thus a drop in membership could not be
totally responsible for a drop in our income.

Committee Reports
6.

John Howe – Ride Calendar and Zone 2 Delegate
Ride Calendar:During 2016 we ran the following Endurance Events:5kms;- 7
7kms:- 1
10kms:- 8
20kms:- 21
40kms:- 24
42/62kms 1
80kms:- 16
100kms:- 3
120Kms:- 1
160kms:- 1
400kms:- 1
Total:- 84
We also affiliated 5 rides, one of which was the Qld State championship ride that was run in the Northern
Rivers at Wiangaree. Two FEI rides one of 80kms and 1 of 120kms were also run at Tabletop. Obviously
the 5 rides that didn’t run would have increased these numbers considerably.
The good news for 2016 were Wandandian, Gulgong and Windeyer, all back into the calendar and all
planning to return in 2017.
Looking forward.
The following events have already been booked for 2017:5kms:5
7kms:4
10kms:7
13kms:- 1
20kms:16
22kms:- 1
30kms:- 1
40/60kms 1
52kms;- 1
80kms;- 11
100kms:- 1
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120kms:- 2
400kms:- 1
Total:52.
Also an FEI 120km and an 80km ride have been approved.
Tooraweenah has elected to run a carnival over Easter with a plethora of rides to be run Friday, Saturday
and Sunday.
The Tom Quilty will be held 7th July, Wirrina Cove, South Australia. NSWERA SMC would love to hear
from any committee that is prepared to run a 160ikm Quilty qualifier ride prior to July for any aspiring NSW
members who would like to attend the Quilty.
Zone Two:
In 2016 Zone Two purchased and commissioned a Zone Trailer that has been used at Zone Two rides.
The Zone is grateful to Jason and Renee Kirk for their generosity in this matter.
The Zone has a functioning, hard working committee and has worked effectively throughout the year.
The Zone has had a raffle going all year. All prizes have been donated and the raffle will be drawn at the
Zone Two AGM to be held Saturday 14th January 2017 at Gulgong Bowling club.
During 2016 Zone Two ran four rides:- Tooraweenah, Mudgee, Gulgong and Windeyer. Please note that
all four rides will be running in 2017 and that Tooraweenah has stepped up to run a carnival over Easter
2017, rides will happen Friday, Saturday and Sunday with a camp fire cookout on the Saturday night
which should be a fantastic occasion. Tooraweenah will be 40 in 2018 and the Club is looking forward to
reaching this fantastic milestone in its history and the history of our sport.
Zone Two: The Best in the West. John Howe.
Windeyer is on the June long weekend. They will run a 160k ride which will be a Quilty qualifier. The
SMC is kicking in $1000 to help them with vet fees. John Howe will be Chief Steward. Asking anyone
else to go along and either ride or help out.
Woodstock on the October long weekend will be the 2017 NSW State Ride.
Neville and Bumbaldry have changed.
Alam and Emily have had a hook up with the other States to try and standardise the dates for State rides.
Calendar looking good for the rest of the year.
Annette Bailey – wants to know why there are good rides coming up against each other. Example:
Mudgee against Table Top. Gundagai against Q60. John gave a rundown of why these rides were on the
same dates. Ride Organisers cannot be forced to move their rides. Members of an RO have
commitments, volunteers to consider and cannot be forced by the SMC to take a ride date that just
doesn’t fit in with their personal responsibilities and ability to attract volunteers to help at the rides. Table
Top is 800 klm from Mudgee.
Some rides are happy to shift dates. Others are not. It is better to have two rides on the same weekend
than not have the rides. In addition, not everyone has the money to get from one end of the State to the
other.
Gertraud Norton mentioned that in June and July there are no rides. Why isn’t the SMC dealing with this.
She says that with the 2017 Quilty, riders have to nominate before Windeyer is run.
John replied: Wandandian have moved. Windeyer is putting on a ride in June. The SMC is not in a
position to demand that people run rides when it suits particular people. We are doing the best we can
with what we have. John said he had asked other ROs if they would run 100 milers but they won’t do it.
If you haven’t qualified for the Quilty, go on a wait list. Go direct to the SA Quilty people and talk to them.
John will ring the Quilty committee and talk to them.

7.

Alamdar Dastani – Vice President – International - 2016
Hoping the New Year has started well for all the members and soon enough the season will start so wish
you all the very best for the rides.
VICE PRESIDENT:
2016 has been a tremendous year for the NSWERA, lots of new projects, wins and good results by the
NSWERA endurance teams at championships.
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I have been voted as vice president and it’s good step up and give back to the sport that is my living and
more over to the fellow members of NSW ERA and the Association.
INTERNATIONAL:
We have been in talks with the South African endurance committee for some time to set up a rider
exchange program and South Africa has now sent in a proposal which the committee is considering.
This will be an amazing experience for the NSW ERA team riders to compete in the South African national
championships.
NSWERA TEAMS:
Being NSW Team Manager has been a privilege and wow what an experience - working with the amazing
riders who made up the team.
NSW team won the Gold at the NSW State champs and the Queensland State champs.
The best moment was when NSWERA had two teams entered in the Tom Quilty 2016 ride and one of our
teams finished top 10. The team was backed by a NSW team manager and by a NSW team vet.
I request all members who meet the criteria to put their nomination forward to get on the team and let the
selection committee put forward the best team to represent us.
I thank all members for their support during my current term on the committee and also want to thank the
committee members for the support.
I look forward to your support and to continue on making NSW ERA a great association and to get NSW
ERA on the world map.
Best wishes and happy riding. Alamdar Dastani (Alam)
Alam said he didn’t have much to add to his report. Advised that Victoria and Queensland are working
with NSW with regard to dates for their respective State Rides. This doesn’t always go to plan but
working on it anyway. NSW teams went very well over the past 12 months. There was a team manager
and a team vet was appointed.
International – South African exchange. Alam went on to explain what was involved with this proposal.
There is a fee involved this time as they have been burnt previously when they came over to Australia.
Initial cost $4,500 for the lease of a horse and this includes provision of crew, food and accommodation
and other general assistance. NSW ERA will guarantee that the people who put their names forward will
get the first option back in Australia and if you do, you will get your money back from Australia where the
costs and expectations will be the same. .
South African riders would expect to come back here for the Woodstock State Ride. South Africa is
looking at being able to provide 10 horses.
NSW ERA needs to be able to guarantee the quality of the horses leased back.

8.

Simon Bain - Vet Liaison, Biosecurity, AERA and IDP Report 2016
Two endurance veterinary accreditation courses have been run during 2016, one in southern NSW and
one in northern NSW. Grateful thanks to Steve Roberts. We currently have 43 accredited endurance vets
in NSW. During the year it became apparent that there is a need for a document pertinent to the treatment
of metabolic problems of endurance horses. Vets very experienced in all other equine treatment aspects
may not have had previous experience with the unique nature of endurance horse metabolic problems.
To this end an appropriate document, together with a relevant equipment list is posted on the AERA
website and it would be appreciated if Ride Organisers would alert vets not previously experienced in the
treatment of endurance horses to the presence of these documents prior to rides. During the year the
SMC appointed a NSW state veterinary panel. The members are Dr Georgiana Sheridan, Dr Tori Locke,
and Dr Albert Sole-Guitart.
The AERA Biosecurity Statement, together with relevant Horse Health Declarations have come fully into
effect in NSW during 2016 and the HHDs have now morphed into a one horse per form format, which is
more user friendly for ride administrators. There have been no significant biosecurity incidents reported at
NSW rides during 2016.
I have been a NSW delegate to AERA the last two years. As well as representing the state in general
matters I have been particularly responsible for veterinary liaison and biosecurity at an AERA level. The
vet liaison role has been with the National Veterinary Panel, in essence the vets who make up the
veterinary team at each year's Tom Quilty. I attended the NVP meeting at this year's Quilty. An outcome
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of that is that there will be a series of courses for endurance treatment vets delivered around the states by
Dr Anne Barnes, financed by AERA. On the biosecurity front a significant event at the November AERA
meeting was the approval of the SAERA motion that at the 2017 Tom Quilty all horses entered from
Hendra risk zones will need to be vaccinated against the Hendra virus. It was apparent that referral
equine hospitals at this year's Quilty in Victoria had policies that would prevent them admitting horses
from Hendra risk zones that were not vaccinated against the disease, and the same thing is relevant for
potential referral equine hospitals in South Australia for TQ 17. Mandatory vaccination for horses for
horses from Hendra risk zones for TQ entry is in my humble opinion the only way forward, on the grounds
of optimal horse welfare, in so much as all entrants would then have optimal veterinary care available to
them in the event of metabolic compromise. One thing I was very glad to see come out of the AERA
November 2016 meeting was the establishment of a state teams competition restricted to state teams
only. The previous teams competition terms meant state teams competed against stable/sponsored
teams and riders were nominating for the latter as a matter of loyalty. A state team is the ultimate for most
of us as far as representation is concerned, and it should be selected from the best combinations based
on recent relevant form.
There was the need for the establishment of only one Independent Disciplinary Panel (IDP) during 2016.
Simon asked for questions but none were forthcoming.
Simon went on to talk about the National Vet Panel. Question asked at a recent meeting was “Do riders
hate vets”? The second matter which came up was teams for the States. There will be a separate State
team’s event at future Quilty rides.
Alam is preparing the requirements for the State Teams. If you are in a State Team you only ride for your
State not any other Team.

9.

Belinda Hopley - Zone 5 Delegate, Chief Stewards and TPRs.
Welcome to our AGM.
First of all, the much awaited revision of the Rule Book has happened and has been in effect since
January. It is quite comprehensive, spells out what is intended and is therefore a lot larger. Please take
the time to become familiar with it before going to a ride. There was a CS workshop held with Gerard Bou
(AERA CS) and Tom McCormack on the new rules held in Sydney in November that was very
enlightening.
We congratulate our new Chief Steward, Renee Kirk, based in Manilla. The NSWERA SMC would like to
thank retiring Chief Stewards Sally Stevens, Graeme Gilbertson and Sonya Ruprecht for contributing their
time and efforts to our sport. If you are considering being a Chief Steward, please get in contact with me.
It really is an enjoyable and rewarding position.
Tony Warren is our recipient for the Chief Steward award – congratulations!
John Howe ran a TPR school at Tooraweenah this year and Neil Seagrim is now an accredited TPR and
has been very busy – congratulations Neil!! There will be a TPR school held at Sussex Inlet in March this
year, please get in touch with Vetea Faccini vetea_ailsa11@hotmail.com.
There are 3 TPR’s receiving their TPR awards this year, very kindly sponsored again by Dixon-Smith
Equestrian.
There were 23 rides conducted this year with 3 rides cancelled because of the very wet weather. There
were 29 invasive treatments and 12 RO’s given – compared to 35 and 5 last year.
Gordon Smith and his team put Harden up for the NSWERA State Championships. The rain held off for
the weekend, but didn’t deter the 150 riders in events ranging from 20/40k on Saturday and a no frills 80k
and the 160k on Sunday. It was reasonably well organised with a couple of glitches with the timing system
and missing markers.
AERA has released their comprehensive Biosecurity Statement – all Ride Organisers and Chief Stewards
should make themselves familiar with it (it is on the AERA website). From 2017, all horses at all rides will
require a Horse Health Declaration to be correctly completed including PIC codes. The new HHD forms
are now 1 horse per page so it is easier for ride committees to match the HHD with the entry form.
Just a reminder to fill out the owner ID page in your horses’ logbook too, it makes it easier for Chief
Stewards to ensure your horse can be correctly ID’d.
The South Coast Zone ran 4 rides last year, and is looking at repeating that this year. They were well
organised and well attended last year, so come and see for yourself this year.
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Once again, I have enjoyed the privilege of representing you and working with the very good people on
this committee. Thank you, Belinda Hopley
Belinda asked for questions.
Zone 5 had four great rides last year so please come along to our rides in 2017. The Zone is running a
TPR course at Sussex Inlet. Renee Kirk at Manilla is looking to run a TPR course also.
Fia Hasko-Stewart queried chief stewards and the lack of numbers. Has the criteria became harder?
Belinda said she is not responsible for the qualification process. It is AERA who sets the course.
Advising that applicants need to be a TPR for at least 12 months. Reasons for this requirement were
outlined.
Roz Edmonds queried the need for a Horse Health Declaration and the 10 days of temperature logs.
Belinda said that all horses at all rides now need a HHD.
Simon said that he thought what Ros was concerned about was the Riding for the Disabled Ride.
Tony commented on Fia’s question concerning the TPR requirements that members need to have
achieved before they can apply to become a Chief Steward. You used to have to be a TPR for two years
before you could apply to be a CS. You have to be a competent TPR first. You can be called to make
decision on heart rate and you need to be competent and confident. For example, doing the occasional
TPRing on a Saturday afternoon at a few rides, is not sufficient.

10.

Tony Warren - Horse Welfare
Again issues have been reported with no follow up evidence to support the claims.
If you have a concern put it in writing & it can be investigated through the correct channels.
Medication Control (Drug Testing)
Swabbing was conducted at 1 ride this year that being;
Harden State Championships
12 swab kits were ordered
7 horses swabbed in the 160km ride
With one kit unused due to damage.
Again a very good result all swabs had negative results.
Early Warning
In the first half of the year I posted a few letters to owners & riders who managed to find themselves on
the early warning list, just to make them aware of how many points they had accrued, more as a warning
for those who maybe wishing to compete at the Tom Quilty.
I again as I normally do, I spoke with many riders & owners who have found themselves at the higher end
of our point system.
Only swabbed at one ride this year. All negative. EW – he does write a few letters. Gives general advice
to people who are getting points. A lot of members have not read their rule book and they don’t know
what the EWS is. Part of this portfolio is to educate people on what is involved in the Early Warning
System.

11.

Peter Bice - Annual Report for Ride Administration and Feedback
2016 saw the release of the Ride Organisers Handbook. Several people were involved in the development
of this guidebook most notably Brad Dillon and Greg Moore. The purpose of this book is to give new ride
organisers an idea of where to start and an indication of where their organising should be at certain points
as well as giving details of what forms and applications need to be processed. If some current ride
organisers are considering reviewing their procedures they may find it handy. The handbook is available
by email or can be downloaded from the NSW website.
There has been minimal feedback through this portfolio most feedback has been dealt with through other
channels.
This is Peters first year on the SMC. He thanked Brad Dillon and Greg Moore for the preparation of the
Ride Organisers handbook. Lot of information in there. It is a continuing work in progress. Peter asked
those present to have a look at this booklet and then provide feedback to the SMC.
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Query made concerning why we are not holding ride organisers meetings, as opposed to providing a
book! It was noted that we did have these meetings every two years or so but at the last one hardly
anyone attended and it just wasn’t worthwhile. Belinda said we were not getting the feedback.
Alam said we will consider an RO meeting at some time in the future.

12.

Peter Kelly - Annual Report on Child Protection
This was my first year in this role and only one minor incident was brought to my attention in 2016. This
simply was a concern raised by riders when young children were left unattended around an amenities
block for a long period of time which has obvious implications for child safety. No actual incidents of harm
or mistreatment of children were brought to the attention of the SMC.
The Nov. / Dec. issue of the newsletter featured an article addressing this incident, as well as other more
general child safety matters, so hopefully 2017 will see children more closely supervised at rides.
There has been a State Government committee established to deal with all the issues pertaining to child
protection in sport that meets regularly in Sydney. I have been in contact with the coordinator of this
group, Shannon Dixon, who is keeping me up to date with the latest developments in this area. Their
focus is more on mainstream sports where children spend long periods of time in coaching or supervision
situations away from their parents but it is still worthwhile being kept in the loop. This committee is only a
fairly recent initiative and is still trying to increase membership and develop a program of conferences and
workshops.
Peter said he wrote an article for the newsletter which highlights lots of reasons for taking care of kids.
You need to be vigilant. No incidents have been brought to his attention.
Jacque said there was something on Facebook regarding a posting from Victoria. Asked Peter if he had
done anything about that. Peter said he was in touch with someone from relevant government
department who was keeping him up to date on child protection.
Kerry advised that we do have a child protection policy in place. We get lots of updates and if there are
any changes we need to look at we will hear from NSW Office of Sport and we are keeping a watching
brief.
Discussing retrieval of a horse when the rider is a child. Two adults need to go in the rescue float to
collect children, preferably one being a relative of the child. Check points should have a minimum of two
people also.

13.

Peter Kelly – Zone Six annual report.
After a big year in 2016 running the State Championships as well as a more than the usual number of
standard rides, 2017 was considerably quieter which was probably predictable.
Zone 6 ran three rides last year being The Pub with No Beer Trainers, Homewood Memorial and the Bago
Bush Ride. The Red Range ride at Glen Innes was run under the Zone 6 banner but the committee
organising this ride is separate from our Zone 6 committee.
The Pub with No Beer ride was run for the first time with a huge response, particularly from local riders.
This helped make the ride very successful but did present a few logistical problems which we are taking
into consideration for the next ride.
The Homewood Memorial ran under lovely dry conditions which were in stark contrast to the previous
year’s quagmire. This helped to make it an enjoyable and successful ride with good numbers in
attendance.
The Bago Bush Ride was also well attended and run under good conditions. During this ride a horse was
separated from its rider and spent a week in the forest fully saddled before it was found! This was a very
stressful incident for all concerned but ended well with the horse found unharmed and in “ tack”. A huge
effort was made by many volunteers who was greatly appreciated and demonstrated the great friendship
that exists between endurances riders as well as other concerned horse lovers.
The Red Range Ride is always run well by an experienced and hardworking committee and from all
reports was a success despite some challenging weather conditions.
We had a few traditional rides missing from last year’s calendar and hopefully they will return in 2017.
The Zone 6 Committee would like to thank all those who organised rides, volunteered to help out or
attended rides in the past year and we look forward to a bigger and better season in 2017.
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14.

Adeline Gibson – Snowy Zone Delegate, Publicity and Promotions
2016 was a year of ups and downs for the Snowy Zone.
Unusually high rainfall saw several classic rides cancelled.
The Rock, Brookvale and Neville were all unable to run due to extreme rainfall. This was, of course, a
blow to the zone, rider organisers, and riders.
I encourage riders to be extra supportive of these clubs in 2017, as money was lost in some cases due to
late cancellation.
On a positive note, Harden ran the NSW State Championships (won for a record breaking third time by
Snowy Zone rider Talea Hasko-Stewart and Blake’s Heaven Bombora), and overall the ride went well.
The course is very popular among riders, as is the big and accommodating ride base.
Burraga also joined the Zone and kindly offered to drop a late ride onto the calendar to run the 100 km
Zone Championships. This event was appreciated by the Zone and many riders who took out the year
with a final run.
Overall there were eight Snowy Zone events run in 2016 (Tumut, Bumbaldry, Ride for Pegasus,
Gundagai, Harden, Woodstock, Scenic City, Burraga), most very well attended, proving the Snowy Zone
is a lynchpin of endurance in NSW. Several of these rides used Trybooking, cementing this as a method
for managing ride logistics.
I congratulate all the RO’s and hardworking volunteers who facilitated these events so riders could have
fun with their horses.
Although a very active Zone for rides, Snowy Zone often suffers as it covers a very wide base. Meetings
and clubs working together, and even sharing equipment, is very difficult for this reason. With modern
technology it would be nice to see a more collaborative environment cultivated in the Zone, for the benefit
of all.
Publicity and Promotions
I put my hand up to assist with publicity and promotions for NSW ERA after joining the committee as
Snowy Zone delegate.
The first project undertaken was to run a survey to understand what was holding newer riders back from
taking on longer distances / completing shorter distance rides. The results were illuminating and helped
focus the committee’s actions going forward. I strongly believe it is crucial we regularly seek this kind of
feedback from riders to ensure our actions are based on evidence.
Several new initiatives were developed:
The Intermediate Distance Award, a rug for intermediate distance riders who met certain criteria, which
was successfully launched at 3 rides in 2016 and will be trialled at several more in 2017.
The launch of the online newsletter, as an easy way to contact members via email with important news
and connect new riders into the sport more.
The launch of a Facebook page (as opposed to group) where official news and commentary can be
posted, as well as allowing us to run advertising to recruit new members and publish specific events if
desired.
An advertisement was made and ran in magazine “Equestrian Life” alongside a write up about TQ 2017
A video project explaining strapping and vetting was planned but unfortunately could not go ahead due to
the cancellation of rides
A new riders’ booklet to help explain the fundamentals of the sport was planned but not completed.
These last two initiatives have been fleshed out and taken up as a new project.
Unfortunately in the second half of the year a move, new job and a major accident in the family left me
very time poor, meaning I was not able to continue to invest as much as I previously had. I hope to
continue to work with the committee as I am able in 2017.
Talea elaborated on Adeline’s report and apologised for her not being here.
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Intermediate Distance Award. Hopefully it will be held at all rides this year. Can be won by anyone. She
went through the current guidelines. It should give people who are looking at 40klm rides something to
aim for. Doesn’t take away from the 80k riders.
Neil asked how the winner is decided. Discussion ensued regarding heart rates and other criteria
currently used.
Adeline did a survey last year of all the intermediate riders that she was able to contact. She found that a
lot of the riders felt unimportant and it wasn’t a friendly situation.
Annette Bailey said that while it was quite a good concept – it is extremely important that these 40k rides
are not competitive rides. This needs to be stressed. We don’t want competitive 40klm rides. It needs to
be stipulated to people in that if they participate in these events, they must be respectful of other riders on
the track. We need to respect our tradition and our sport. We need to educate 40klm riders.
Talea went on to answer Annette’s points as shown above. 1.5 hours timeframe is a reasonable
stipulation. This award is not about winning, it’s for managing your ride. There are 40k competitive rides
overseas.
Karen Rhodes said perhaps we could change the wording of the concept of the award. We cannot have a
‘them and us’.
Andrew Bailey – thinks this is a negative move. The sport is dying. One of the problems would be QERA
they will drop 20% of their membership next year. WA has shown divisive behaviour. We have a good
sport. People are doing training rides, we used to use vets to choose best conditioned. It just didn’t work.
Chris Walker in 1992 devised criteria for choosing the fittest horse. We need to remove the human
element.
Gertraud Norton - the Snowy Zone tried this award at Tumut for the first time. She said that the winner at
Tumut was so very happy to receive the award even though they had been in the sport for some 15 years.
Essentially, she spoke for the award. There is a need for stepping stones.
Kerry Spratt said she spoke as a member. She can see both sides. Mindful of the culture we have in this
sport. Can see that we need to go forward as well. Looked at the Windeyer award. Most of the people
eligible were endurance riders. Cannot see the point in not restricting this award to novice riders.
More comments from the floor – leave this award open. We need to allow for change. Look at the 40k
riders, when you have gone past the novice stage, you want to be able to go to a ride and do a training
ride at ride pace. This is currently not allowed.
Alam closed the discussion off at 2:15 and said that he had written the various comments down. This is a
trial award based on the survey done last year. This will be a stepping stone and we will work on it.
Neil asked if we could ask Adeline to do a survey again on why riders are moving on after around two
years. Yes, we can do this. Annette said we should also add that people should be full members in order
to be eligible for this award as they are getting a sponsored rug - so after three rides they must be full
members.

15.

Talea Hasko-Stewart – Facebook and Website.
Talea does not have any personal report. She has been away. On the Facebook page we now have
1500 members. She has also created a Page on the web. The Website is being updated. Hopefully it
will be clearer and easier to use.

16. Fiona Meller Track Preservation Report 2016 AGM (11 February 2017)
Little has changed in the past 12 months. Broadly speaking we are continuing to see a more positive and
inclusive attitude towards horse riding in National Parks, but there have been a couple of spectacularly
hostile and negative exceptions which mean that the fight is not over yet. There has been a lot of talk and
paper pushing on some of the most significant obstacles to horse riding in specific parks, but little or no
progress.
On a more positive note, although the two-year trial period for horse riding on specific trails in selected
wilderness areas has ended, access will continue to be permitted for a further 12 months pending the
outcomes of the monitoring and research conducted during the trial period. Apparently the preliminary
findings show negligible impacts – no surprise to horse riders, but a big slap in the face to the extreme
Greens who will no longer be able to claim that horse riding is incompatible with wilderness values. This
leads us to hope that there will be further scope for expanding horse riding into existing trails in other
wilderness areas.
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Another win that follows years of lobbying from horse riders (with the full support of NPWS staff), is the
reclassification of a large part of Khappinghat Nature Reserve as National Park by the NSW government.
This means that most of the tracks in the park can be designated as management trails, allowing horse
riding but closing them to vehicle traffic. Previously NPWS had been forced to categorise all of these
tracks as public roads in order to allow horse riding to continue, because unlike a National Park, in a
Nature Reserve horse riding is only permitted on public roads and not on management trails.
The document “Strategic Directions for horse riding in NSW National Parks” has reached the end of its
lifespan. Although many of the commitments it made have not yet been delivered, NPWS is undergoing a
restructure which will make the concept of “priority regions”, and the associated action plans, obsolete.
We have been advised that the future state will be “business as usual”, with horse riding initiatives in
selected regions no longer a primary focus. Instead it will be expected that support for horse riding
activities will become the norm. To make sure that our interests are not simply “swept under the carpet”, it
will be important to keep up the pressure on NPWS to follow through on their promises.
Fortunately, we have been told that the Horse Riding Consultative Group (HRCG) will continue to meet.
This is the main forum for horse riders to provide input and feedback into horse riding activities in National
Parks State wide. Both Charlie Gauci and myself attend these quarterly meetings on behalf of endurance
riders.
During 2016 the HRCG was given the opportunity to review and provide input into the horse riding content
of the NPWS Facilities Manual, an internal document not generally available to the public. This was an
extremely positive exercise, with the independent contractor who prepared the document genuinely open
to feedback and suggestions. The Facilities Manual covers everything from cavaletti gates and hitching
rails to water access and signage. By discussing the content with horse riders before finalising the
document, NPWS has increased the likelihood that money spent on horse riding facilities will be well
spent and that the outcomes will be appreciated by riders.
This contrasts with a recent experience of internal consultation on a horse riding plan prepared by a
NPWS staff member. The “consultation” with the HRCG consisted of a PowerPoint presentation on the
theoretical process used to prepare the plan; all specific questions on the content of the plan were
evaded; the document was withheld until the last possible minute; and the author then rapidly left the
meeting before anyone had an opportunity to read it. Not surprisingly, the content turned out to be
appallingly negative and hostile to horse riding. Whether or not we are successful in having this document
changed before it goes on public exhibition will be an interesting test of whether NPWS is genuinely
prepared to respond to the views of the HRCG.
Current Draft Plans of Management
All National Parks & Wildlife Service Plans of Management and proposed amendments, both draft and
finalised, can be viewed at the NPWS website at
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/ParkManagementPlans.htm
Plans of management define if and where you are allowed to ride in a park.
You can make submissions by post, email or directly from the website at
https://engage.environment.nsw.gov.au
A submission is simply your comments on the plan of management, whether agreeing or disagreeing with
what is being proposed.
Copeland Tops State Conservation Area west of Gloucester. A State Conservation Area is simply a
National Park which is only declared over the surface of the land, therefore allowing mining to take place
underneath it. Horse riding in this park plan is permitted on some specified trails but not on others.
Submissions close on 2 December 2016.
Fiona gave a brief addendum to her report above. Charlie Gauci is now assisting her so please see him
as an alternate delegate to herself. Fiona would like to make a big thank you to Charlie for stepping into
this role.
There are still some hot spots around. Dependent on how vigilant the Green Group is. They oppose us in
the Blue Mountains and the Snowy. The tide is slowly turning.
John Howe said that Fiona started doing this work in 1996 and without Fiona’s help and hard work there
would be a hell of a lot of Parks in NSW that we would not be riding in today.
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17.

Zone One report – Fiona Meller
Fiona read the report on behalf of the Zone One committee.
2016 was another productive year for Zone One.
The season was completed with a wonderful BBQ and Presentation at the beautiful home of Jo and Steve
Arblaster. The vibe was very positive, resulting in many new committee members.
The new Committee is as follows:
Office Bearers:
President: Ian Dreghorn
Vice President and Public Officer: Marita Rifai
Secretary: Louise Ball
Treasurer: Mark Broadbent
Social Media: Geraldine Stuart
Media: Jo Arblaster
Zone One Delegate: Karin Santoso
Non Office Bearers: Claudia Reid, Gavin Peacock, Jo Davis, Tacye Bice, Steve Bartlett & Ben Males.
In 2016 Zone One successfully ran two events, the first being the Zone One Trainer and the second being
the Q60. Both of these rides were held in the Upper Colo Valley.
Shorter distance rides proved very popular; however, numbers were low for the main 100km ride.
Our main challenges are:





Extensive use of tar roads
Approval Processes
Environmental & regulatory constraints.
Cost to run a ride and ride fees

To alleviate the issue of tar roads extensive changes to the course are being made. Whilst these changes
are weather dependent they provide a 100 km ride with only some 200metres of tar road. A great result.
These changes have resulted in an extensive approval process and significant statutory fees. The
proposed new course requires over 20 land owners’ approvals, approval from the NSW Police, approval
from Hawkesbury Council (two separate approvals, both Traffic and Reserves) approval from National
Parks and a Licence from Crown Lands.
A breakdown of ride costs for last year was presented in the post-ride report in the NSWERA Newsletter.
Without riders accepting an increase in ride fees Zone One rides are unsustainable. Ride entry fees don’t
cover the costs of running a ride.
To mitigate some of the cost issues we have been proactively seeking alternate funding sources. To date
we have been successful in receiving Community Building Partnership Grant for the fit-out of the trailer we
replaced last year. It is anticipated that we will resolve to enter into the funding deed at our meeting on 15
February. Whilst this grant assists with our behind the scenes costs, it does not provide seed funding for a
ride.
To assist with the cost of vets at our training ride weekend we have a grant application pending with NSW
Sport and Recreation.
As mentioned above, to address the issue of tar roads we have reworked the track. This requires a
licence from Crown Lands and a permit to cross a Council reserve. These two items alone cost $432.00.
Beyond this we still have national park fees who charge both an application fee and a fee per rider that
enters the National Park.
National Parks are very concerned about the use of new tracks and their liability and responsibility for the
use of existing tracks. We have created a new second leg which utilises some portions of old Quilty
tracks. Despite initial negative feedback from National Parks, a very cordial meeting and numerous
discussions and reports have managed to resolve most issues and we are on track for this approval. This
was greatly assisted by the work that Fiona and Charlie have been doing with National Parks.
It is important that the ride is supported by riders; if not the ride will cease. With many pressures on land
management authorities, it is doubtful that the ride would ever be allowed to be held again.
On to other things.
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Zone One distance award winners for 2016 were:
Heavyweight distance rider: a tie with John Howe/Ashbend Perazzi and Ian Dreghorn/Ausden Nile Prins
Middleweight distance rider: Gavin Peacock/Chop Chop
Lightweight distance rider: Sue Todd/Shalacey Bear
Junior distance rider: Gabrielle Worth/Douglas
Intermediate distance rider: Victoria Bice with 160kms
All winners were presented with beautiful framed photos of themselves and their horses. Generously
donated by Jo Arblaster from Animal Focus Photography.
Our committee is full of enthusiasm and drive to make 2017 the year of membership recruitment,
promotion of our wonderful sport and the running of our two events.
We have implemented a membership system that will provide numerous discounts from various retailers.
Technology has come to our zone with Geraldine Stuart our Social Media officer implementing “TRY
BOOKING” for ride entry and membership signup as well as Facebook.
Marita Rifai, our Vice President produces a very informative and interesting newsletter every month, which
is on Facebook, and our webpage keeping our members informed and interested.
We encourage all riders to join up and be part of our zone – be included in both our Awards Program and
get some great discounts on products and services from our generous sponsors.
We aim to provide rides for all levels of competiveness and enjoyment ranging from the youngster being
led by Mum or Dad in the 5klm to the rider aiming to complete the zone championship.
Karin Santoso, Zone One Delegate
Mark Broadbent said that as a new member to the Zone One committee, and its’ current treasurer, he was
very surprised at the amount of fees involved with running a ride. He asked if an application from the
NSW ERA may have a higher chance of getting funding. Specifically the problems for Zone One were the
high fees involved and the money for the vets. This could be the tipping point in continuing to run rides.
Fiona said that the fees to be paid to National Parks are a means of raising money for the NP. She says
that National Parks has no money of its own. We do not know what NP uses the money for. It has a
budget and it would not be accounting to individual members.

AERA Reports
18.

AERA and the Hendra Situation 2016 – Simon Bain
With regard to the Hendra virus most discussion at AERA meetings in 2016 has centred round the
situation in Queensland. Currently there are very few accredited veterinarians left in that state who will vet
at unvaccinated rides. This is for many reasons, but the main reason is due to inability to provide
adequate treatment and referral options for unvaccinated horses. Most of Queensland is a Hendra risk
zone. A number of rides have evolved that can only be entered by horses that have a current Hendra
vaccination certificate and these have received the blessing of QERA. This has enabled the continuation
of a viable sport of endurance in that state.
A principal discussion point at the November 2016 AERA meeting concerned the situation with regard to
Hendra vaccination at the 2017 South Australian Quilty. SAERA proposed that any horses entering the
2017 Tom Quilty from local government areas where Hendra had previously occurred must be vaccinated
against the Hendra virus. The motion was approved by the majority of state delegates. Ride organisers
of the Victorian TQ 16 found that potential equine referral hospitals had policies that did not permit them to
accept for treatment horses from Hendra risk zones that were not vaccinated against the virus. The
principal referral hospital for the SA Quilty has a similar policy. One can readily visualise the potential
very considerable damage to the sport if a horse dies at a Quilty because it was refused treatment that
ordinarily would have a good chance of ensuring recovery and therefore to my mind as a veterinarian and
the person on the NSW SMC who has the biosecurity portfolio the SAERA policy is understandable and
logical.
Kerry added to the above report. Talea, Kerry and Simon were the delegates for 2016. Kerry said she
would be happy to let the meeting know how NSW delegates voted on various matters. If there are
matters that this meeting would like taken to the AERA, she would like to hear them. Please come up with
a list of dot points. She asked the members to try and keep this short.
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Simon then took over to discuss the Hendra situation in Queensland. There are reported vet problems in
Queensland. A large percentage of rides in QERA will not be able to get vets to attend at unvaccinated
rides. Many vet hospitals in the area will not accept horses that are not vaccinated.
Turning to the SA Quilty – there was a vote concerning compulsory vaccination which NSW voted against.
Vet practices in SA will not treat unvaccinated horses. Simon said he is in favour of vaccination, his
horses are vaccinated.
There was a brief discussion on the side effects of vaccinations. Also discussed was the court cases in
Queensland. The case against one vet was dismissed. A warning was issued.
Discussing quarantine for the SA Quilty – there will be spot checks – criteria will be out shortly
Annette Bailey asked that the NSW ERA delegates be instructed by this AGM that they go back to AERA
and have the $3 levy removed and the affiliation fees revert back to the fees that existed pre 2016.
John explained again about the $3 levy. It was supposed to be temporary. Instead of removing the levy
AERA increased it. Kerry said NSW voted against the increase. Discussed it with the committee and
NSW delegates got out voted.
In 2015 $1, in 2016 $2 now it’s gone up to $3. Kerry said they as delegates cannot be instructed to
achieve something at the AERA meeting. They can take various matters to a meeting and debate them
as instructed but ultimately a vote will be taken. Question was asked as to why the other States just go
along with these increases. The AERA AGM is in March. AERA would have money in the bank.
John Howe commented on the payment of honorariums to the AERA committee. NSW SMC members
get nothing. No fuel to attend this meeting. No honorariums. NSW committee members are paying for
themselves. Kerry said AERA honorarium payments have been going up year upon year. They are
paying, an insurance person, secretary, treasurer, - automatic increasing fees by the CPI. At the last
meeting the Secretary’s honorarium was reduced, $680 a month is the current figure.
Jacque Wright queried the payment of a bookkeeper and a treasurer. It was pointed out that NSW pays
for a bookkeeper but John does not receive any payment as the treasurer. There are no honorariums
paid in NSW. Our bookkeeper this year only charged us $700.
Gertraud commented on the problems with AERAspace. Has there been any attempt to improve it? We
cannot mine the data. We are back where we were 10 years ago. There are constant updates but they
don’t seem to improve anything. Kerry said NSW delegates continually raise these matters with AERA
where the committee say, it’s not the function of AERAspace, to mine data.
Andrew Bailey raised the matter of boggy tracks at a Victorian Quilty. What is the AERA doing about
ensuring that this doesn’t happen again? The AERA committee seem to be concentrating on overseas
matters rather than concentrating on what is happening in our own country. They need to get your own
matters under control before you meddle in overseas matters.
At the AERA table NSW don’t seem to have any control. It is seen as having self vested interest.
Andrew said we are up against a voting block with the AERA about which the members of NSW have no
control. Kerry feels that with the new Constitution it will be a fairer more equitable way of voting. There is
no point in having the only members of the AERA as the people sitting around the table at their meetings.
With the last Quilty – there was a half day meeting to discuss what happened at that ride. There were
things done over that weekend to change that course. The Victorian Quilty problems will be a hot topic at
the SA Quilty. Hopeful we will not get those problems happening again. With the Victorian Quilty
discussion – did it come up that the track marker was riding on the course and was uncontactable! This
was at the time he was needed, pretty poor performance. Why was the course designer riding on the
course. The AERA president was there and she couldn’t get in contact with anyone. At a national event
that is bad.
Fia Hasko-Stewart enquired about the AERA finances. It’s been some years since the AERAspace was
put into place. Why are we still paying for it? John replied that originally the $75.00 lifetime horse
registration fee was to pay for AERAspace, the moment AERAspace got up, the fee was to be dropped,
However, AERAspace got up and the fee was retained to pay for maintenance and upgrades.
Fiona Meller said that she works in databases – she asked if it would be possible to make the data
available to people who could make changes to the back end of the database. Steve Swan has said that
mining data was a very low priority.
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Sue Todd said she cannot get Shahzada listed on the 2017 ride calendar. There are no rides currently
listed on the AERA space for NSW. This needs to be rectified.
If Fiona can get an export from AERAspace she could do a database and extract for data. Proposer to
get in touch with Kerry about this and explain exactly what they want.

19.

AERA 2016 Report to NSWERA AGM
Three AERA meetings were held during 2016 in Melbourne, the NSWERA delegates were Kerry Spratt,
Simon Bain and Talea Haskow-Stewart. Talea was unavailable for the November meeting and was
replaced by Alamdar Dastani at that meeting.
Principal points at the March 2016 AERA meeting: After release of the revised rule book, AERA attention
returned to the review of the AERA Constitution. There is a need to strengthen the AERA’s relationship
with the State Associations and the State members. A subcommittee was formed with Kerry Spratt and
Tom McCormack from NSWERA as members of that subcommittee. Kerry is the Chairperson.
At each meeting each State submits a report. It was evident from the March QERA report that
Queensland was having trouble getting vets to vet at endurance rides unless a vaccinated only policy
(Hendra vaccination) applied. QERA had therefore financially supported a number of rides where Hendra
vaccination was mandated. It was agreed at the AERA meeting that AERA should make a submission to
the Queensland Government inquiry into Hendra vaccination. This was written and submitted by Simon
Bain after he passed the document to the AERA and QERA President for comment.

AERA finances had recovered to some degree from 2015, but were still a little tight.
Sandy Little presented re TQ16 to be held at Lexton, Victoria. Plans seemed to be well in hand. It was
agreed that AERA approach nearby equine vet practices re their willingness to act as referral hospitals.
On behalf of SAERA Jessica Aistrope presented a proposal to hold the 2017 Quilty at Wirrina Cove.
SAERA had previously had difficulties locating a potential site and it was very good to see the progress
that had been made.
The AERA Biosecurity Statement had been completed and was due for sign-off which happened following
the meeting.
All samples submitted for swabbing had tested negative, and the need to submit urine samples in addition
to bloods was stressed in order to ascertain an accurate reflection.
Principal points at the July 2016 AERA meeting: Overall membership across Australia is down relative to
the same time 2016 (1555 in 2016 compared to 1746 in 2015). It was noted that 40km rides may be the
potential saviour. Queensland reported that it was going forward and in fact doing very well in the face of
the Hendra vaccination situation. Currently in Qld, 65-75% of horses active in the sport are vaccinated.
All major teams are vaccinated. QERA estimate that 90% of their rides in 2017 will be vaccinated only.
The AERA Treasurer, Steve Swan, commented that the new book-keeper Debbie Edwards is doing a very
good job and the AERA is doing quite well financially.
The AERA was pleased to announce a Lifetime Distance recognition award for riders who achieve
significant distances during their endurance careers. The first level of recognition is 10,000km with
subsequent recognition at 5,000 km intervals. The 10,000km awards will be certificates provided by the
AERA, and awarded by the Divisions, probably at their Annual General Meetings. Riders will need to
apply for these awards. Awards of 15,000 and above will be made at the Quilty each year, trophies
provided by the AERA.
Communications with the National Vet Panel were tabled by Simon Bain, as was the submission to the
Queensland Hendra vaccination inquiry and a report on the national Hendra Symposium held in
Queensland.
The draft EA/AERA agreement was tabled and required further discussion with EA. AERA must be
affiliated with Equestrian Australia to facilitate the running of FEI rides and participation in international FEI
endurance competition.
AeraSpace version 3.08 was released in May. This version has many improvements in data recording
and reporting on memberships, horse registrations, and logbooks. The electronic timing system was
commented on favourably at the meeting and agreement made to proceed with more robust field timing
units.
The AERA Constitution review was discussed. The AERA unanimously voted that:
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1. The AERA formally minutes its agreement to proceed with an Incorporated Association model
Incorporated in New South Wales.
2. The subcommittee proceed to draft changes to the AERA Constitution and create an affiliation
agreement, subject to John Mullins’ (advising lawyer)advice and input.
3. The AERA sign the Costs Agreement received from John Mullins to re-engage John to review and
provide guidance on a draft Associations Model Constitution and affiliation agreement.
Principal Points at the November 2016 AERA meeting: Considerable discussion occurred regarding the
2016 Tom Quilty. Very wet conditions had contributed to a high vet out and withdrawal rate. 9.5 inches of
rain fell in the month preceding the event with 2 inches falling immediately prior to the event. Agreed that
there were elements of the first leg that could be considered dangerous with the benefit of hindsight. The
ride organisers advised that alternative roads were not readily available. There were criticisms re
communication and it was felt in future that FM radio provided the best mechanism for doing this.
Discussions occurred re elements of the administration of the treatment hospital.
Agreed that Bonny Riddle, a PhD student at Charles Sturt University may access certain deidentified
invasive treatment reports, central to her research into the horse tying up syndrome.
Simon Bain attended a meeting of the National Veterinary Panel (NVP) at TQ16. It was apparent that the
NVP feels strongly that AERA has not agreed to many of its requests over the years. It may be that the
NVP have previously commented on situations and that these have not necessarily been perceived as
requests or recommendations by AERA. AERA agreed that it would assist in funding a course for
endurance treatment veterinarians. It was also agreed that Dr Bain communicate with the NVP re their
recommendations concerning rest order periods that are relevant to degrees of metabolic vet-outs at
endurance rides. A treatment document and relevant equipment list have been posted on the AERA
website.
AERA agreed that a team’s competition for State teams only be incorporated in future Tom Quiltys. Alam
Dastani is to have input into this.
Please talk to Simon, Talea or Kerry if you’d like more information on the AERA.
Alam called for two scrutineers where it was agreed that they would be Dianne Cameron and Neil
Seagrim.

AGM 2016 Agenda Item 5: Honorary Members
Reappointment of honorary members and consideration of new nominations.
The following people are up for confirmation as continuing Honorary Members.






Ron and Val Males.
Lyn and Adrian Bailey.
Jeff and Gay Bonham.
Searle Johnson.
Kieron Power.

New nomination for life membership for consideration.
Nominee for Life Membership: Kerry Spratt
Nominated by: Raymond Griffiths M’ship No. 22455
Seconded by: Darryl King M’ship No. 22151
Rational: I would like to put forward Kerry Spratt for a life membership. Kerry has worked with dedication
and undiverted energy for the betterment of our sport of Endurance. Kerry has served so many terms on
the NSWERA and AERA committees and at the same time supported the running of many local rides
(usually working unseen).
Kerry has given so much of her time to both small and large endurance events, never discriminating
between small ride committees to large international events. Kerry has also at her own expense,
supported the Australian team competing overseas.
Kerry works tirelessly behind the senses doing the tasks that quite frankly are the mundane, intricate,
detailed paper work side of our sport that most of us don’t really know about and if we did we sure would
not want to tackle.
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Kerry has always put the sport of endurance first and has worn many hats over the years, from rider,
super strapper, ride organiser, ride secretary, FEI official, and of course state and national committee
member.
Kerry’s knowledge of the sport of endurance is second to none. I truly believe that she is the rock behind
our sport and the quintessential quite achiever.

Election of SMC
The chairman noted at this point that there will be no election as Mark Norton has withdrawn his
nomination for the SMC. A complete list of the nominees follows. No further comments were made on
behalf of the nominees and they were duly elevated to become part of the committee for 2016.

20.

Nominations for committee

The following nominations for committee have been received. Noted that Mark Norton withdrew his nomination
before the start of the meeting.
ALAMDAR DASTANI M’ship No. 103060
Nominated by Jessica Dastani M’ship No. 107737
Seconded by Tim White M’ship No. 123371
PROFILE OF THE CANDIDATE: My living is training and breeding endurance horses. Being Vice
President of NSW ERA and having the international portfolio resulted in a tremendous year on the
committee. I would like to nominate for the committee again as I would like to continue to pursue what I
started on the international front for the riders of NSW ERA.
JO DAVIS M’ship No. 23585
Nominated by Kerry Spratt M’ship No. 21530
Seconded by Neil Clarkson M’ship No. 22228
PROFILE OF THE CANDIDATE: I have been involved in endurance for the past seven years and am an
active committee member of Zone One. I am a passionate person who has been involved with horses all
my life, and I am very passionate about endurance and would like to see it continue to grow and improve
in the future. Even though I am a relative ‘newcomer’ to endurance I believe I have the vision and
integrity and would like to be a voice for my fellow members of NSW ERA.
ADELINE GIBSON M’ship No. 22483
Nominated by Fia Hasko-Stewart M’ship No. 22482
Seconded by Kerry Spratt M’Ship No. 21530
PROFILE OF THE CANDIDATE: I have been riding in endurance for 16 years, as both a competitive and
“social” rider. I love endurance and particularly the unique relationship it brings between horse and rider.
Last year I joined the committee as Snowy Zone rep. I offered to assist with publicity and promotions, an
area I have quite a bit of professional experience in. Working closely with the committee in 2016 I
implemented several new incentives, including the Intermediate Distance Award and online mailing lists. I
am running as I would like to continue with, and expand on, this work in a more official capacity.
MARK NORTON: M’Ship No. 110448
Nominated by Gertraud Norton M’Ship No. 13322
Seconded by Marisa Levitt M’Ship No. 107723
PROFILE OF THE CANDIDATE:
I have had an involvement for 10 years with Endurance since 2004 in support of my wife and since 2014
as a rider. I am actively involved in the ACT Endurance Riders’ Association, particularly in the annual
staging of the Brookvale ride. I have experience on committees at executive level, especially in the
Australian Society of Agronomy and the Australian Grassland Society. I believe as a sport we need to
listen more closely to the demands of new members, be attentive to the needs of older members and as
an SMC to be more transparent in decision-making and attentive to correct procedure.
TONY WARREN M’ship No. 23051
Nominated by Mette Sutton M’ship No. 22643
Seconded by Gail Fisher M’ship No. 22187
PROFILE OF THE CANDIDATE: I would like to nominate Tony to re stand for the State committee as he
is passionate about the sport and believes that listening to the members and taking their concerns to
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State level is an important part of a committee member’s role. He would like to continue the work he has
done with Horse Welfare and the Early Warning System. If he is re-elected this will be Tony’s third term
on the State Committee and he believes that consistency is a benefit to the sport.
JACQUE WRIGHT M’ship No. 108554
Nominated by Kim Stephens M’ship No. 20180
Seconded by Ellen Vine M’ship No. 23613
PROFILE OF THE CANDIDATE: We need to rebuild rider numbers and gain more events on our
calendar. The downward trend needs to stop. With my marketing experience I hope to bring value to the
team to change the current trend.

Notices of Special Resolution pertaining to the Constitution
21.

Notices of Special Resolution

The following motions propose constitutional changes to the NSW ERA Constitution 2004, clause 28(2).

21.1 NOTICE OF MOTION – No. 1
MOVED BY:

(Name)
(Name)

Gertraud Norton
Mark Norton

THAT:

The following clauses
NSWERA Constitution 2004
Part I – Preliminaries:
3. (1)
Part II – Membership:

(M’Ship No.) 23322
(M’Ship No.) 110448

“Endurance Event”
“Training Ride”
“Training Drive”
10. (4) (c) Associate Member
10. (6) (b) Day Member
10. (7) (b) Intermedidate member

be amended by removing in all instances the reference to ‘training rides’ and ‘training drives’ and replacing it with
‘intermediate rides’ and ‘intermediate drives’, and by replacing the reference to 65 km as the maximum distance for
training rides and drives with 60 km where it occurs.
RATIONALE:
The current AERA Rulebook has renamed ‘training rides, drives and riders’ to ‘intermediate rides, drives and
riders’ and set the maximum distance for intermediate rides and drives at 60 km. The NSWERA Constitution
should reflect the current terminology used in the association and not refer to a class of rides/drives that no
longer exists.
Gertraud spoke for the motions as a whole and she elaborated on her comments above and below. At this
point the Chairman pointed out that the motions regarding constitutional change would be done one by one,
and voted on that way.
The chairman asked those present to cast their votes on the papers provided.
He then moved on to the next motion.

21.2 NOTICE OF MOTION – No. 2
MOVED BY:

(Name)
(Name)

Gertraud Norton
Steven Roberts

THAT:

The following clause

(M’Ship No.) 23322
(M’Ship No.) 20160

NSWERA Constitution 2004
Part IV – General Meeting:
34.(6) Postal ballots shall not be permitted on any question arising at a general
meeting of the Association.
be removed and replaced with the following :
Part IV – General Meeting
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34. (6) Postal and electronic ballots shall be permitted and encouraged for the election of
the members of the committee and for any Special Resolutions.
AND THAT:

Clause
NSWERA Constitution 2004
Part III – The Committee:
17. (1) Nominations of candidates for election as members of the committee
other than Zone Representatives(b) shall be delivered to the secretary of the Association not less than
7 days before the date fixed for the holding of the annual general
meeting at which the election is to take place.

Be removed and replaced with the following:
17. (1) Nominations of candidates for election as members of the committee other
than Zone Representatives(b) shall at least 21 days before the date fixed for holding the general meeting be
notified by the secretary to each member in the manner provided in Clause 28 (1).
RATIONALE:
1. The NSW Associations Incorporations Act 2009 was amended in 2016 and a requirement added that
all associations incorporated under that act need to make a statement on whether they want to permit
or not postal and/or electronic voting. This was done with the explicitly stated aim to encourage
associations to think about how to potentially modernise their procedures. The current NSWERA
makes a statement on postal but not electronic ballots. Therefore, Clause 34 (6) needs to be
changed.
2. The current Clause 34 (6) was inserted only in 2012 with the rationale by the proposers that the
Constitution was not permitting postal votes. In support of their assertion, they neither quoted where
the Constitution made a negative statement on postal votes nor gave any other rationale for why
postal votes should not be permitted. Thorough perusal of the Constitution reveals that the
Constitution was in actual fact silent about postal votes until the change was made, i.e. it neither
permitted nor prohibited it and left it to the Management Committee how to deal with voting. The
assertions by the then proposers of the motion were therefore inaccurate, adding weight to the review
of the justification of this motion.
3. The permission of postal and electronic voting as by now carried out by a number of sporting
associations and breed societies such as the Arabian Horse Society of Australia allows the maximum
number of members to have a direct vote in important matters of NSWERA and not rely on the use of
their vote by proxies. Therefore, pursuing postal and/or electronic voting would make voting more
democratic and more truly reflective of a larger group of members, particularly if the number of proxies
was also reduced as proposed in the next motion.
4. Clause 17 (1)(b) needs to change to enable members to be notified early enough of who is standing
for election. The proposed time period of 21 days before the general meeting is consistent with the
period given for Special Resolutions.
See comments above as Gertraud spoke on behalf of all these motions together.
Kerry spoke against the motion. She went on to explain that if we don’t vote for this motion we will revert
to the Model Constitution which contains useful information on how to conduct postal and electronic voting.
We should think more carefully on how postal and electronic voting would work. She said she feels that we
should not include Special Resolutions relating to disciplinary appeals in this. Gertraud says her proposal
doesn’t include disciplinary appeals because these don’t require special resolutions. Kerry checked this and
apologised to Gertraud for her error: Disciplinary appeals do not require special resolutions.
Neil gave his explanation of how postal voting worked. We could be looking at a 8 week turnaround. By
the time we get the results back we are looking at April or May. He thought future motions would be
discussed at an AGM and then the comments would be minuted and then posted out to the members
for their consideration.
Discussion followed on what constitutes a quorum and also the wording ‘general meeting’ in Gertraud’s
motion followed.
The chairman asked those present to cast their votes on the papers provided.
He then moved on to the next motion.
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21.3 NOTICE OF MOTION – No. 3
Gertraud Norton
Steven Roberts

(M’Ship No.) 23322
(M’Ship No.) 20160

MOVED BY:

(Name)
(Name)

THAT:

The following clause
NSWERA Constitution 2004
Part IV – General Meeting:
34.(3) All votes shall be given personally or by proxy but no member may hold more than
five proxies.

Be removed and replaced with the following :
Part IV – General Meeting
34. (3) All votes shall be given personally or by proxy but no member may hold more
than one proxy.
RATIONALE:
1. The reason for the permission of proxies in the voting process at general meetings is that members
who cannot be physically present at the meeting can still make their wishes count. As such, the
intention and purpose of proxies is that members who cannot attend meetings approach a member
who does, discuss their voting preferences with that person and then decide whether they will give
this person their proxy or not. However, this is not what happens in the majority of cases: members
who will attend the AGM approach others who will not go to the AGM in order to obtain their proxy
votes, often without revealing or arranging how the vote will be used. In some cases, even more than
the five currently permitted votes are collected and then the surplus distributed to others who have
similar voting preferences but do not yet have the maximum number of permitted proxy votes. This
effectively leads to vote stacking and people with proxy votes having a greater influence on voting
outcomes than those who do not.
2. As a consequence of Point 1., holding as many proxies as possible becomes important, when a
certain outcome is intended for motions or the election of committee members. With this also grows
the risk of voting irregularities caused by the use of proxy votes. A number of irregularities that should
have disqualified the respective votes from being counted became apparent after the last AGM.
These included but were not limited to proxy votes that had been notified too late, proxy votes with
initials instead of signatures, a proxy of a person who was not a member and a proxy vote of a person
who may not have signed the form him/herself. In addition before the AGM, a case was picked up
where a junior tried to give a proxy and where a proxy vote was submitted without the name of the
person who was to have the vote.
3. In order to reduce the effect of proxy votes and the possibility of creating voting blocks with their help,
it is proposed to reduce the maximum number of proxy votes to one per member. This will still give
members the possibility of voting who find out in the last minute that they will not be able to attend the
general meeting themselves.
Gertraud said she feels that the proxy voting system was used incorrectly. It was used to block vote and
to keep certain people out of contributing to the SMC. Therefore she thinks – last year after the election
when looking at the proxies - that there was forging of signatures, some forms were handed in late so she
feels that the current system was misused. The proxy system is being abused. After talking with various
riders at rides, they said they had given their proxies during the year, when they didn’t know what they
would be used to vote for. We need to reduce the importance of the proxies.
Tony Warren spoke against the motion. He said he has more than five friends and they talk about this
type of stuff. He votes on an individual basis, he does not block vote. He also doesn’t like Gertraud
stating that some of the proxies were illegal. Tony reminded Gertraud that she was the secretary at the
time, it was her job to sort out any problems or mistakes, it was her responsibility to ensure that everything
was done correctly.
Gertraud mentioned that she had received the proxies from Sonya and she notified the SMC of what she
felt were inconsistencies. She said no action was taken.
John Howe spoke against the motion. If we change the proxy system we will see a lot of members
disenfranchised because they cannot attend. He said he finds the branch stacking statement offensive.
Kerry said she has never sought a proxy but she has people approaching her with their instructions on
how they want her to vote. All proxies have come to Kerry directly this year and all memberships have
been checked.
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Steve Roberts spoke in favour of the motions as a whole. Proxy system is open to abuse whether
perceived or not.
Andrew Jonkers spoke against the motion and he recalls sitting in a room with 800 or 900 members at an
AGM. Very interesting discussions took place. We all had our say. It goes back to getting people into the
room and brings interest in our sport and this will keep our members. If we bring in postal voting, we will
sit at home and not make the effort to come to a meeting.
Tony Warren spoke against the motion. Even if we had proof that there was a problem with the proxies –
and we don’t – any mistakes which came to our attention were rectified - we tighten up the system. There
is no need to change the system.
The chairman asked those present to cast their votes on the papers provided.
He then moved on to the next motion.

21.4 NOTICE OF MOTION – No. 4
MOVED BY:

(Name)
(Name)

Gertraud Norton
Steven Roberts

THAT:

A new sub-clause be added to

(M’Ship No.) 23322
(M’Ship No.) 20160

NSWERA Constitution 2004
Part III – The Committee:
16 (5) The maximum consecutive terms for which any committee member may hold
office shall be three and the maximum number of tems per lifetime for which a
committee member may hold office shall be five.
RATIONALE:
1. The new NSW Associations Incorporation Act 2016 requires associations to specify, whether a limit
should apply to the terms of the committee members. Since the membership numbers of NSWERA
has been going backwards for years now, new members with new ideas need to be encouraged to
serve on the committee and determine the agenda. This is often impossible, if established members
do not vacate their position voluntarily.
2. The currently unlimited number of permitted terms of service on the NSWERA SMC allows members
involved in it to develop an attitude of ownership of the sport. Unfortunately, this almost invariably
seems to be connected with resistance to change and attitudes steeped in the past, even if it is clear
that change and new ideas are needed. No government, institution or association for that matter can
remain static and forever relevant at the same time. Sooner or later, it will become unattractive and
irrelevant. The sustained decline of membership numbers of NSWERA and other state divisions of
AERA, seen over the last decade and going counter to the development of the sport in almost all
other countries in the world, is an indication that the sport in its current form has become increasingly
unattractive to the Australian riding population and needs a new approach.
3. Limiting the number of consecutive terms to three and the number of lifetime terms to five will give any
member the opportunity to serve on the committee for 10 years. This is a fair amount of input that will
satisfy any need for stability of admininstration while at the same time giving new members the
chance to have their ideas heard and potentially implemented.
Gertraud spoke for the motion. She asked who on the current committee has put forward new initiatives
over the past two years?
Belinda said there have been barely enough people to get onto the SMC. At times there has not been the
need for a vote. As it is this time.
Robin Gossip said that as a manager you have to value corporate knowledge. What would we do without
Kerry Spratt, for instance.
Alam said he has been on the committee for two years. You need the older wiser people and the new
ones. You need both.
Peter Kelly said he feels this resolution is asking for more of a revolving door. New people new ideas but
we already have a revolving door. We have had 7 presidents in the last 15 years. You need stability and
you need experience otherwise you are constantly reinventing the wheel. What happens if the people
who have knowledge aren’t there anymore. Take Talea – when she is in her early 30’s, has had her three
terms on the SMC, been away for a number of years, wanted to return to the committee with increased life
skills, she, with a lot to offer, would be prohibited from joining the committee again. Peter said he has only
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been on the SMC for one year. The members who have been there for a while give advice to the new
people. If you had a bunch of people on the committee who are all new, where would we be. We need
young people, old people with the experience to run the sport. 60% of the members are possibly not
interested in having anything to do with the SMC. There is really not a large pool of people willing to be
on the SMC. Not a large pool to draw from. It is a huge commitment. We should be offering these
people thanks rather than a kick.
To say, older members are responsible for the decline in the sport is not right and it’s insulting.
Jacque Wright said there is scare mongering being tossed around. If people are coming up to their 10
years, they should look for people who would step up onto the committee. There are other ways to obtain
knowledge that what older SMC members have. Tom McCormack is not on a committee but he is only a
phone call away.
Roy Barsby said he has spent time on QERA and NSW ERA committee. What we are lacking is the
appreciation of the people who serve on the committee. He feels let down by the Association and at the
end of his term, whether he resigned or was voted out, there is very little appreciation given for effort put
in.
A token of appreciation should be sent to those members who have served.
Steve Roberts spoke for the motion and made mention of corporate memory. He spoke about people who
are contributing but don’t need to be on the SMC. They don’t need to be on the committee. Yes, we
value people with corporate memory but there is always a risk associated with keeping them on the SMC.
John Howe gave an impassioned speech against this motion. Once it is registered with Fair Trading then
it takes effect. Tony said we have five out of the 10 up for election every year. If the members do not like
the SMC members, vote them out next time they have the opportunity every year to do this.
The chairman called an end to further discussion and asked those present to cast their votes on the
papers provided.
He then moved on to the next motion.

21.5 NOTICE OF MOTION – No. 5
MOVED BY

THAT

(Name)
(Name)

Greg Moore
John Howe

(M’Ship No.) 21631
(M’Ship No.) 20080

the following clause be amended
NSWERA Constitution
Part II – Membership
Classes of Members/Membership
10. (3) Honorary Member

Be removed and replaced with the following
NSWERA Constitution
Part II – Membership
Classes of Members/Membership
10. (3) Life Member
A Life member is a member who has been recognized by the Association as having provided special services
to the sport of Endurance Horse Riding in NSW over an extended period of time and is nominated and
approved as a Life Member at an Annual General Meeting of the Association.






A nomination for Life Membership shall be made by at least two financial members in writing and must
be accompanied by a detail list of the proposed members’ contributions to the Association over an
extended period of time. The nomination must be served on the Association at least 28 days before
the Annual General Meeting of the Association, and shall appear with the Notices of Motion provided
to members prior to the Annual General Meeting.
The appointment of a Life Member to the Association shall be done by majority vote of a secret ballot
of the members present at the next AGM of the Association.
The appointment of Life Membership shall be for life.
At the time of the death of a Life Member, their name will be added to the list of Past Life Members.
This list is to be maintained by the Association Secretary and included in the Association Newsletter.
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A Life Member shall not be required to pay a membership fee to the Association, but shall have voting
rights as an ordinary member
A Life Member shall be eligible to enter endurance events, subject to the provisions of the
Association’s rules

RATIONALE
The generally accepted method of recognition for members of sporting associations who have made a significant
contribution to that association over many years is to bestow on that person the honour of life membership. An
award of life membership is a true recognition of the long-term contributions made by a member of the Association
over an extended period of time. A life time of dedication and hard work should be rewarded with an award that is
suitably prestigious and truly recognises the contribution made.
The current system of honorary membership that only lasts for one year does not really recognize a lifetime’s
work by a member. The current system also puts incumbents in the awkward position of having to face a show
of hands each year.
There was no discussion on this motion. It is self-explanatory.
The chairman asked those present to cast their votes on the papers provided.
He then moved on to the next motion.

21.6 NOTICE OF MOTION – No. 6
(Name)
Greg Moore
(M’Ship No.) 21631
(Name)
John Howe
(M’Ship No.) 20080
THAT the following clause be amended
NSWERA Constitution
Part II – Membership
Classes of Members/Membership
10.(1) (b) honorary member
Be removed and replaced with the following
10.(1) (b) life member
Rationale: Should the motion listed above as No. 5 be approved by the meeting, there is a need to approve this
motion for the purpose of consistency in terms and wording.
MOVED BY

This motion was purely housekeeping.
The chairman asked those present to cast their votes on the papers provided.
He then moved on to the next motion.

21.7 NOTICE OF MOTION – No. 7
(Name)
Greg Moore
(M’Ship No.) 21631
(Name)
John Howe
(M’Ship No.) 20080
THAT:
A new sub-clause be added to
NSWERA Constitution 2004
Part II – Membership:
Classes of Members/Membership
10. (3) Life Member
10. (3) .1 Removal of a Life Member
 The Life Membership shall be revoked by a majority vote by secret ballot of the members present at
the next AGM of the Association if the life member is found guilty in a court of law of a criminal
offence, including but not limited to;
o Any conviction for sexual misconduct involving another person and/or being listed on a sex
offenders register.
o Any conviction involving violence towards another person.
o Any conviction for dishonesty, fraud or theft.
o Any act of terrorism, domestic or foreign.
o Any conviction that results in a custodial sentence.
 The Life Membership shall be revoked by a majority vote of a secret ballot of the members present at
the next AGM of the Association if the life member is found to have acted in a manner prejudicial to
MOVED BY
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the goals and vision of the NSW Endurance Riders Association or has bought the Association into
disrepute.
Rationale:
As life membership of NSWERA is meant to be the ultimate accolade that our membership can bestow upon a
member, any serious criminal offence committed by that member will result in instant removal from the
register.
NSWERA upholds the very strictest moral stance and any diminishing of those standards will not be tolerated.
A brief explanation of this motion was provided.
The chairman asked those present to cast their votes on the papers provided.
The papers were then collected up and handed to the scrutineers for counting.

Notices of Motion up for discussion
22.

Notices of Motion

22.1 Motion No. 1 – Pilot introduction of competitive, non-time limited rides.
Proposed – Roz Edmunds (Member 22354)
Seconded – Mark Norton (Member 110448)
That the NSW Endurance Riders Association (NSWERA) seek leave from the Australian Endurance Riders
Association (AERA) to initiate a pilot program to trial the introduction of competitive, non-time limited rides
taking the format of a competition for one horse and one rider per leg of 80km rides. This competition would
comprise a team of two riders, one for each of the two legs of an 80km Ride. Upon completion of a successful
trial period, as determined by the membership of AERA affiliates, this event would be incorporated into the
accepted competition framework of the AERA.
Rationale:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Allow a faster pace for people who only want to do 40-60km;
Help pay for 80km events;
Help people get a taste for 80km events;
Keep the ‘start-up’ Intermediate Riders separated from the people who are ready to go a bit faster.
It is proposed that:
Team riders and horses must both have completed three 40 km Intermediate Rides at trainer speed;
Team riders must be full members of NSWERA;
Participation in this event is not permitted on a ‘Day Card’;
Team rider 1 leaves with the 80km riders under the usual start rules or within 15 mins of the start;
Heart rate off Leg 1 will be 55b/min;
Team rider 2 leaves when Rider 1 has vetted and has done the hold time OR if Rider 1 withdraws on
course, Rider 2 may leave when Leg 2 is open or at a time decided by Chief Steward;
Heart rate off Leg 2 will be 60b/min. (This is to make vetting straight forward);
Team succeeds for this team competition only if BOTH horses vet through;
Completion award will consist of a token (e.g. hatpin) for both riders, unique to each ride location;
To begin with there will only be place awards for the team which comes first. Later if the competition
becomes popular we may look at teams of 2HWT, 2MWT etc. and mixed teams BUT at this stage it is
just about trying it out as a way of attracting people who have progressed past time-limited
Intermediate Rides but are unable to commit the time or have not the energy for an 80km.

Date 18/12/2016
Roz spoke for the motion and added a little to the thoughts listed above.
Andrew Jonkers spoke against the motion. Made mention of the RSPCA involvement in our sport. With the
current wording of the proposal shown above, by the rules set out above, this would be breaking our current
rules.
Fiona – asked if our novice rules been factored into the proposal? Discussion on novice horses and novice
riders followed. It could be the only event in endurance where novices can exceed novice pace. Novice
riders in the 80k event would be restricted in their speed but those in the 40 x 40 event, could travel at any
speed.
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Sue Warren spoke against the motion. Made mention of the problems with fresh horses on the track with 80k
horses who would be tempted to want to follow those fresh horses. Andrew Bailey spoke against the motion.
Tony Warren spoke against the motion as well. We would be proposing to allow novice horses to travel at
increased speeds. Gertraud Norton said she finds the discussion on horse welfare to be rather strange.
There are 80k horses with relatively little experience that can travel at speed.
At 4:14PM the paperwork relating to the motions shown above were collected and given to the scrutineers for
counting.
The chairman asked those present to cast their votes on the papers provided.
He then moved on to the next motion.

22.2 Motion No. 2 – Contribution to Riding for the Disabled (RDA).
Moved: Mark Norton. Membership number 110448
Seconded: Jo Bailey.

Membership number 21005

That, if a ride is undertaken for the exclusive financial benefit of the Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA),
NSW Endurance Riders Association (NSWERA) will donate the ride affiliation fees that it normally levies on all
participating riders to the RDA to further the aims of that association. This is to happen in all events when the
balance of the previous financial year of NSWERA has remained steady or recorded a profit.
Rationale
At the Annual General Meeting of 2014, it was decided by a majority vote ‘That NSWERA consider a donation
to the Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA) NSW each year depending on the financial situation of the
Association at that time.’ However, as the financial statements of NSWERA have shown, there has not been
any donation to the RDA since then, even if the Association’s balance records a positive increase. Instead, it
even made a profit from the only ride that was held as an exclusive fund-raising event for the RDA, the
Canberra 10 km Pegasus ride, by not waiving its fees in contrast to all other organisations and authorities
involved.
Mark Norton spoke for this motion. It was originally put up by Jo Bailey but at that time, he thinks we were to
take the affiliation fees for this ride but nothing has happened in this regard. Since about 2014 he has been
involved in the Pegasus event and it is run for charity. They make a lot of money from that event. Mark said
that he would like to comment on the remark that this Association is ‘not being a benevolent association’, but
we should also not be taking money from disabled children. Mark went on to mention the matter of the money
in the bank. He said that in the ACT lots of people come to help and get involved with the Pegasus ride. This
is a very positive thing.
Tony spoke against the motion. You are asking for ride affiliation fees. Five more ROs could decide to run
similar rides, what happens then. We still have to pay AERA but we would have no affiliation fees to draw
from.
John gave his view of what happens with the Pegasus ride. That $5 paid is purely for insurance purposes.
There are no ride fees coming to NSW ERA in this case.
Correction of fact: it is acknowledged that, for each of its rides, the Ride for Pegasus ride committee
has paid the NSWERA affiliation fee of $10 per introductory rider, and the $5 Day Membership fee per
non member rider (public liability insurance levy) to NSWERA. The $5 Day Membership fee is paid to
the AERA and is not retained by NSWERA.
The chairman asked those present to cast their votes on the papers provided.
He then moved on to the discussion items.

Discussion Items on Notice
23.

Discussion Items on Notice

23.1 Early Warning System.
Your committee would like your views on these issues:
Should the early warning system (EWS) be expanded to give points to riders and horses entered in
intermediate (training) rides?
The Committee is seeing examples of riders and horses in intermediate distance rides having repeat vet outs.
We are concerned about the welfare of these horses and the level of knowledge of the riders. Unfortunately,
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there is no easy way to keep track of these riders and horses and there is little or no consequence to the
repeat vet outs. If we had an effective way of recording the details, we could monitor the horses’ performance
and attempt to mentor the riders.
Currently, the rules (Rule 60.1) allow for points for horses in intermediate rides, but this has never actually
happened because AERASpace isn’t configured to record these points. Should this rule be properly applied
as it is?
Rule 40.1 currently means that points do not apply to riders in intermediate rides. Should this rule be changed
to include these riders?
There would need to be a way for points to be reinstated. Anniversary points and points for successful
completions could apply for horses and riders, like the current EWS applied to other rides.
The meeting was asked to vote on this by a show of hands, including using their assigned proxies. The
majority voted for the idea. There were no obvious members voting against this idea.

23.2 Changes to the wording on Tom Quilty completion buckles
Should the Tom Quilty completion buckles be changed from ‘100 miles in one day’ to ‘160km in one day’?
This question has come up at the AERA table.
A show of hands was asked for, with members using their assigned proxies. Kerry did a head count – 22
voted for the change in the wording on the buckle. The majority of the meeting was against the change.
124 votes in the room. 108 said no to the change.

23.3 Change of Name
Should the name of our sport be changed from endurance riding to marathon riding?
This suggestion has been made by a member to the AERA. There was no discussion on this item and a show
of hands was called for Those in the room unanimously voted against this idea.

23.4 NSWERA Independent Disciplinary Panel
As you probably know, we have an Independent Disciplinary Panel which investigates reports about potential
rule breaches and/or inappropriate behaviour by members. Fortunately it isn’t needed often and guidance
documents are available to help with the process. A list of people willing to help our sport in this way is
needed, from which a panel is randomly selected for each issue. The Committee is asking for some people to
agree to be on the list please
Those in the room were asked to put their hands up if they were interested in being available for any future
Independent Disciplinary Panels. The following people indicated they would be happy to be on the list for
future IDP discussions.










Fia Hasko-Stewart
Steve Roberts
Simon Bain
Colleen Clancy
Ian Curtis
Mark Norton
Karen Rhodes
Marissa Levitt
Brad Dillon

23.5 Hendra Risk Management
A number of years ago the NSW membership voted against holding Hendra vaccinated only rides in this state.
Given the changing nature of the situation it is considered very possible, particularly in northern NSW, that
ride organisers may face a situation where they need to run a vaccinated only ride in order to get vets to
officiate at the ride. The Committee would like to know whether the membership will give in principle support
to the running of a vaccinated only ride if those particular circumstances arise in the future.
Simon spoke about the situation in Northern NSW. What the SMC are looking for is whether or not the
members would agree to running a vaccinated only ride if the situation arose?
Neil feels we don’t have enough vaccinated horses in NSW to make the ride viable.
Kerry said the question gets back to whether or not this meeting would be happy to allow a ride to run with
only Hendra vaccinated horses if a Ride Organiser makes that request.
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Question as to whether the vets should take precautions to cover themselves. Is there inoculation for humans
available. No. Simon said vets would rather not take the risk. They want horses vaccinated.
Neil – what if we said that people in the Hendra Zone would be obliged to have their horses vaccinated.
Could some thought be given to compensation? Vaccinate in the Hendra Zones.
Steve Roberts – it is up to the ride organiser’s committee. The SMC decision was been given at the last AGM
when members decided no - to vaccinated only rides.
Because of a previous motion at an earlier AGM the SMC cannot approve Hendra only rides unless this
meeting agrees to it. Could there be consideration of a subsidy if the particular ride runs at a loss?
Tom McCormack said what the SMC are seeking today is the right for the SMC to agree to a Hendra
vaccinated only ride.
Ian Curtis commented on Hendra only rides. One matter concerned points. How do you reconcile the fact
that one group of riders will have more events to go to than others? Everyone pays the same membership
they should be able to attend the same number of rides.
Mark Broadbent said he lived on a horse property in Qld for a number of years. We had horses on properties
where vets would not attend unless all horses on the property were vaccinated. The humans involved in
treating the horses initially, did not take any precautions. We did eventually find a vet who would attend and
make a check of the horse and decide whether to treat it or not. Mark also discussed the tying up of horses
on a regular basis – are there links to performance horses? He said there was a lot of pressure from vets in
Queensland to vaccinate.
It was noted at this time that this discussion is not supposed to be about the rights and wrongs of vaccination.
It is about allowing vaccination only rides to run. If an RO comes to the SMC and asks to run a vaccinated
only ride, would the members at this meeting be happy to allow the SMC to agree to a Hendra only vaccinated
ride? That is the question under discussion. Kerry explained that this was discussed at a previous AGM with
that meeting saying no, to vaccinated only rides. We can only change this decision at an AGM, if the meeting
agrees.
Annette Bailey says this is also playing into the hands of the economy of vets. She says she does not wish to
be derogatory but vets are pushing vaccination.
Simon Bain said that in the past, the SMC was asked if they could run a Hendra vaccination only ride. In that
particular case the RO moved that ride across the road into NSW and the ride ran without mandatory
vaccination.
Talea – said she would like to know how Hendra vaccination only rides affect NSW.
Peter Kelly said they have not had a problem in Zone 6 but he did have a vet who would not vet at a ride last
year but someone else in his practice agreed to vet.
The meeting was asked for a show of hands on allowing the running of Hendra vaccination only rides where a
ride organizer requests approval to do so. 36 voted yes. Remainder of those present at the meeting were
voting against allowing the SMC to agree to a Hendra only vaccinated rides in NSW.

24.

Results of Motions discussed previously at this meeting.

Results of the motions put forward earlier in the meeting are as follows:
Motion

Yes

No

1
2.
3,
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

117
36
32
31
104
102
107
26
38

7
79
93
93
19
20
12
99
88

the motion was duly passed
the motion was lost
the motion was lost
the motion was lost
the motion was passed
the motion was passed
the motion was passed
the motion was lost
the motion was lost

Clause 27 – New nomination for life membership. The voting on this motion was 97 for the motion and 27
against. Therefore the motion was passed and Kerry Spratt becomes an honorary (life) member of the
Association.
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General Business
25.

2017 State Ride

Annette Bailey advised her club will be holding the 2017 State ride at Woodstock. A 160 klm event with a 80
klm as well. Karen Rhodes is the course designer in conjunction with Andrew. John Howe assisted by Chris
Cheney will be Chief Steward. We look forward to seeing you at the State Ride. Neville ride will be held at
the Bumbaldry showground. Good underfoot and all are welcome.
26.

Disposal of voting slips

Kerry referred to the voting slips collected at the meeting. She noted that normally we vote to destroy them but
in this instance, as it has been suggested that we keep them for some time, they will be put into two boxes,
sealed with tape and initialled across the tape. These boxes will be taken to the next SMC meeting and if
there are no queries with the results, Kerry will take the boxes to the shredder where she works and the voting
slips shall go through the shredder there. No objections were raised to this proposal.
The chairman thanked the members of the committee for their contribution to this meeting. He also thanked
the members who attended.
27.

Table Top ride

Amanda Kettlewell gave an explanation of why they were running their FEI ride on the same date as Mudgee.
It is unfortunate but they need that date. She gave thanks to the riders and her sponsors. If anyone wants to
have a chat about the ride, please come and see her. It was noted that the rides are over 700k apart.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 5:28PM.

Chairman
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AGM 2017
AGM 2017 Agenda Item 1: President’s Report – Peter Bice
It has been a challenging year with a lot of committee time being wasted on trivial school yard type of issues,
hopefully this sort of behavior will improve during 2018. With Hendra still a major issue that is not going to go
away we need to find a way to convince Vets that our horses are safe to handle. Accurate bio-security plans
from ride organisers will help.
The highlight of the year was definitely taking a team to the Fauresmith South African national championships,
with over four hundred riders entered our team of five riders finished seventh in the teams event with three of
the five riders finishing successfully, this event truly is spectacular. Although in many ways it is similar to our
own rides in a lot of ways it is also very different. The scenery is absolutely amazing from the hills to riding
across the vast plains past all sorts of wildlife. This event is a must do if you are given even half the
opportunity then take it.
The State Championships were held at Woodstock and were very well attended, congratulations to all riders
that were successful and commiserations to those that will have to try again.
The website has had some work done on it so keep an eye on that to stay up to date with things.
The dedicated intro weekends have been very well attended and trying to find a way to translate this to
intermediate rides is proving to be difficult as all the info and mentoring at the intro weekends seems to
disappear when these new riders get to an endurance event, food for thought?
Congratulations to all the winners at the awards night and hopefully we’ll catch up out on the trails.
It has been an honour and a privilege to be President for the last couple of months. Thank you to all the
committee members for your dedication and service over the past year it has been a pleasure to work with
you. I wish all the incoming committee members all the best for the coming year.
Happy and safe riding in 2018.

AGM 2017 Agenda Item 2: Secretary’s Report – Kerry Spratt
Dear Members
I hope everyone has a safe and successful 2018, both in endurance and generally!
During 2017, the Committee has worked together very well with the best interests of our great sport at heart.
I’d like to thank Alam for his knowledgeable and enthusiastic efforts as President, and Peter for stepping up
when the President’s role became vacant and doing a great job.
Yet again in 2017, Fiona Meller has worked with tireless commitment on track preservation issues, ably
assisted by Charlie Gauci. Thank you Fiona and Charlie! Thanks also to Sonya Ruprecht for working so hard
as our Registrar/Secretariat and to Jacky Barlow for doing a fantastic job filling in when Sonya couldn’t
continue.
Office of Sport Grant: In 2016 Greg Moore successfully applied for a Sports Development Grant from the
NSW Office of Sport, thanks again Greg. The Committee set up a subcommittee to oversee the grant project
and I’d like to sincerely thank Clare Feary, Adeline Gibson, Belinda Hopley and Jacque Wright for their work.
Belinda has reported on the project.
Maxxis Tyres sponsorship: We’ve also been very fortunate to have the support of Maxxis tyres this year.
Funding from Maxxis has allowed us to film lots of footage at the Wingello Maxxis Forest Ride in May, which is
being used to create informational clips for social media and the internet, and promotional material for
television, the internet and social media. We’ve also purchased ride bibs for all ride committees to use and
created an ‘Introduction to Endurance’ booklet for newcomers. The activities are almost complete. Thank you
to Maxxis for your very valuable support. Thanks to Bec Hogan for your brilliant expertise and enthusiasm and
to Emily Streckfuss and Renee Kirk for your great support.
Please support Maxxis tyres!
Independent Disciplinary Panel: The IDP has been kept too busy this year. Four matters required the
formation of Panels, sincere thanks to all the people who gave up their time and worked so diligently to
resolve these matters, in challenging circumstances. At the AGM we’ll be asking for expressions of interest
for this role for 2018, but I very much hope we don’t need any Panels in 2018.
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AERA: I’ve enjoyed being an AERA delegate this year, it’s always interesting and often challenging. Thanks
Alam, Peter and Noni for your contribution to our representation on the AERA. The AERA works with the best
interests of the sport in mind, which can be very difficult when what’s best for one state may not always be the
best or most convenient result for others. A priority for your delegates is always to ensure that we go to
meetings with informed guidance from the NSWERA Committee. Of course sensible management of the risk
posed by Hendra virus is an ongoing challenge because of the varied circumstances around Australia. The
AERA is still rewriting its Constitution, I feel this is very much a ‘one step forward and two back’ situation. It
really shouldn’t be this hard and hopefully 2018 will see it finalised. The plan is still to remain an Association,
incorporated in NSW and to revise the current very outdated Constitution, making improvements to the way
some things happen. If anyone has an interest in this, please contact me. A draft will eventually be made
available for consultation with the state management committees and division members.
There’s a separate AERA report providing more details.
Active Kids Program: We’re hoping to register with the NSW government Active Kids Program which
provides a $100 voucher for school aged kids to help pay for membership and participation fees for sport. The
program starts on 31 January 2018 and we’ll provide updates on this when we know more. Meanwhile,
information is available at: https://sport.nsw.gov.au/sectordevelopment/activekids
The Committee is always keen to hear your views. Please contact us with ideas, concerns and questions.
Don’t forget members are always welcome at SMC meetings  .
Best wishes, Kerry Spratt, Secretary 2017.

AGM 2017 Agenda Item 3: Treasurer’s Report – John Howe
At the AGM the audited annual financial report will be tabled and copies made available for member perusal.
There are a number of points that I wish to flag to all members and these are:
Annual membership fees.
For some years now we have not had to increase membership fees. This was done as the best possible
incentive to attract and maintain our membership. However, in 2018, sadly, we have to increase our fees. As
we have done in the past members can choose to best path that best suits their needs.
Fees will still be:
(a) membership;
(b) choice of printed newsletter
(c) choice of a Personal Accident Insurance policy;.. Note at one stage Personal Accident Insurance was an
all-in or nothing policy. For some years now members were able to choose to opt in or out.
To set the fees I have looked at our fixed costs and have set out to have our basic membership fees set to
cover our obligatory costs.
Each year we pay AERA an affiliation fee for members at $32.00 each adult and $16 per junior, respectively.
AERA provides our Public Liability Insurance. This is a non-optional fee, we have to have it. In 2018 this will
cost approximately $27.00 per adult member.
Our annual Secretariat bill comes in at approximately $65 per adult member.
I have based my figures on 300 adult members, the largest group of membership we have.
Unfortunately, in 2018, we have to increase our fees. As we have done in the past members can choose the
best path that suits them. Fees will still be as follows:
Therefore I have set our fees for 2018 as follows:
$120 for single adult rider
$85 for junior riders
$240 for family
$60 for Intermediate
$15.00 for Associate.
The newsletter is largely cost neutral, however, I have increased the optional newsletter fees from $30 to $35.
Our newsletter is our main form of communication with our members.
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The Personal Accident policy will be $138.00 for adults and $36 for juniors (which include a 10%
administration fee payable to the AERA).
I do not propose to increase the affiliation fees from ride organisers and they will remain as follows:






Endurance riders - 80k
Training rides
Social rides
NSW ERA day membership
NSW ERA day membership (social)

$30.00
$15.00
$10.00
$10.00
$5.00

Note. All money raised from the last two categories goes directly to the AERA to cover Personal Liability
Insurance and covers those riders participating on training and social rides.
The first three categories are our principal revenue streams.
In 2015, to cover a financial shortfall, AERA imposed a $1.00 ley on all riders entering rides of 80K or more.
This levy was meant to have a sunset clause, namely the moment the AERA received its 20% of the fees from
TQ15. In actual fact the AERA received its fees from TQ15, and then increased the levy from $1.00 to $3.00.
There is no sunset clause, though hopefully the AERA does not propose to increase the levy again.
Our AERA delegates have argued long and hard to have this levy removed, however, they are constantly
voted down by the other States.
The AERA has a long history of “sunset clause” that is not honoured.
The classic being the horse registration label being the funding vehicle for AERAspace. The $75 lifetime fee
was to set up AERAspace and once it was commissioned, the fee would stop. Not so. AERAspace is up and
running, the $75 fee has become “the maintenance and upgrade fee for AERAspace”. No end in sight.
I would urge all members to read the Minutes of the AERA’s general meetings. Therein are contained AERA’s
expenses.
Some highlights from the meeting 11 & 12 November 2017 include:
Secretarial honorarium $600 per month, that’s $7,200 per annum for the AERA Secretary. Same role as the
NSW secretary, Kerry Spratt.
Air fares, we all know that if you book early or at select times, airfares are relatively cheap, book last minute,
fares are very expensive. It appears that, a lot of the time, the AERA delegates book last minute with huge
fares.
Flying an official from WA to TAS to check out the 2018 Quilty course, $1,066.99. Surely someone as well
qualified could have fulfilled this role much cheaper from say, Victoria or NSW.
This is not an exhaustive list that I have quoted.
I would like to point out that the income stream for NSWERA is basically limited to ride affiliation fees, our
principal stream being the $30.00 per rider for rides, 80k and over. I feel that Ride Organisers can’t be asked
to contribute any more than they are doing at present. Currently NSW ERA is paying the $3.00 AERA ley
from retained earnings. Obviously this situation cannot continue indefinitely.
AERA has rather larger income streams than NSW.






20% of the gate of each Quilty.
$32 and $16 per annum rider affiliation fees.
Sale of log books to each state division.
Horse registrations – this is simply to put a stamp in the back of the log books.
$3.00 rider levy on each rider anywhere in Australia who enters a ride of 80k or more.

To pay for AERA meetings, of which there are four per year, NSW with its 489 members shoulders 30% of the
total cost of each meeting.
AERA in my humble opinion is not currently not a good steward of members’ money. The previous examples
of spending I have quoted are just a few areas where cost savings could easily be made and the $3.00 levy
dropped.
NSW ERA SMC has constantly put our members first. We have actively sought sponsorship and grants to
publicise endurance in NSW and to attract new members.
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We have development grants from the Department of Sport and Recreation as well as sponsorship from
Maxxis Tyres.
Each year we sponsor the NSW State Championship ride to the tune of $6,000 and the Tom Quilty often up to
$1,500.
We have sponsored teams competition at State, National and inter State levels to the point where competition
for team sports is becoming quite strong.
Our annual prize giving sees us handing out many thousands of dollars’ worth of trophies and ribbons.
When members asked for a Quilty qualifying ride in 2017, NSW ERA sponsored the Windeyer Club to the
tune of $1,000 to host this ride.
To maintain an active ongoing sport that we wish to see grow; we need to spend our money on our NSW
members. This has to be our first priority.

AGM 2017 Agenda Item 4: General Committee Reports
1.

John Howe – Ride Calendar and Zone 2 Delegate

The 2018 Ride Calendar is filling nicely beginning with a training/Intro weekend at Bunnigalore on 21st
January and bookings have been received and approved through to 3.11.2018, being the Bullio Cup to be
held near Orange. These events are both new, which is excellent.
To date every month of the year, with the exception of December have rides approved and are on the
website. Of great interest, Tumut has applied for and been granted a Carnival weekend for Easter and
hopefully, Tumut will be well supported. Discussions are also under way with a number of other Ride
Organisers, so that I feel confident that prior to the AGM at least 3 more events will be added to the ride
Calendar.
As a point of interest, all 5 of our traditional rides are already approved for 2018:- Mudgee,
Gundagai,Q60,Tooraweenah and Shahzada 400km Memorial Test. I am very pleased to report that Q60
has moved away from Mudgee and Gundagai to July, which allows those riders with only one horse to
consider having a "Traditional Year" and attempting all our old style rides.Q60 will also be a fantastic leg
up ride for Shahzada. Q60 of course being 60 miles of the original Quilty course. It is important that we
don't forget our roots.
As this year marks the 40th Anniversary of Tooraweenah, Tooraweenah has tendered for and been
granted the NSW State Ride to be held 13th to 15th July. Tooraweenah is also going to host their usual
annual ride on 21 and 22nd April which will allow everyone to sample the fantastic riding conditions and
incredible scenery that Tooraweenah provides. Please remember that the camp infrastructure that was
built for the 1991 Quilty is still there and is excellent condition. If you are unable to ride, please come
along and support the Tooraweenah Committee in this our flagship ride of the year.
With the passage of time and shifts in rider home location, we are now in the position where the majority
of our members live west of the Ranges. Mudgee, Bathurst, Orange, Cowra and points south. This is now
our geographic heartland.
Our old matrix no longer is capable of fully delivering what is required, so, while we will always consider 2
weeks or 200 kms separation, we now have to take into account the fact that we have only 399 adult
riding members. So we can no longer consider approving 2 events on the same weekend where 80+ Km
rides are involved. The problem being that our heartland is so well placed as to be able to go North or
South or East. It is simply unsustainable to run 2 rides on any weekend with blank weekends on the
calendar either side of riding weekends. I feel that we will have to stick to this formula until our
membership returns to 500+ Adult members.
The other major point of discussion that I would wish to flag for discussion at the AGM will be the dual
affiliation of rides located in the Northern Rivers Zone, currently these rides are part of the QERA
Calendar but wish for dual affiliation, however, some are being advertised as Hendra Vaccinated only
rides. Our membership has long rejected Hendra Vaccinated Only rides. Your SMC wishes to get your
input in regard to direction as to how we proceed with these rides.
Currently, I believe that the 2018 Calendar is shaping up to be the best calendar for some years, a lot of
discussion, negotiation and compromise has gone into getting us to this point. Please remember that
NSWERA's major finance stream comes from ride affiliation fees .Please consider that if you entered 3
rides in 2017, enter 4 or 5 this year, the rides are there and the financial gain to our sport would be
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fantastic if we could all do an extra ride or two this year.
John Howe and Jo Davis. Ride Calendar Portfolio.

2.

Jacque Wright - Vet Liaison, Biosecurity, Website

Biosecurity & Vet Liaison
Taking on these roles early this year as part of the 2017 SMC I looked forward to any challenges that may
occur. For most members the term biosecurity means Hendra but I wanted to change that focus. I aim to
balance policy to consider all threats including; strangles, fire ants, foot root, noxious weeds, ring worm,
and the list goes on yet everyone still talks Hendra. Strangles is a big concern both the Victoria & ACT
equine communities dealt this year with a number of outbreaks. As our sport share on track drinking
water I would encourage every horse owner to check the vaccine status of their horses for the 2018
season. I would like to congratulate Tina Walker who put together the majority of the biosecurity
guidelines for this year’s State champs working with their head vet. It was a balanced and well-presented
document and I look forward to sharing it with every ride organiser. It even included consideration of hay
coming from QLD that may be carrying fire ants. It’s not just NSW seeking to balance biosecurity; there
are some rules changes to be presented by AERA with 2018 rule updates. Keep an eye out for these
minor updates early 2018.
Vet Liaison
I discovered this year that AERA space is not utilised to its potential regards ride work history and vet
contact details. It has been a long process but NSWERA now has the capacity to keep this section of the
database current for all ride organisers and secretaries. In addition with the financial support of the NSW
Sports grant an accreditation workshop is scheduled for Feb 2018. I would like to take this opportunity
thank all the vets who give up their weekend to attend endurance events. Yes they are paid by ride
organisers but I would suggest that those fees are a fraction of the earning capacity a private vet could
earn over a weekend.
NSW Endurance Website
Late 2017 Adeline Gibson resigned from the SMC and I would like to thank her for all hard work with the
website that she took on when Talea went overseas in addition to her Facebook roles. Keeping the
electronic face of endurance up to date is very important and time consuming. She did a great job and will
be missed. Moving forward the end of year is very demanding for the website and the calendar for the
year ahead needs to be uploaded. For the short term I have taken on the role of the website. I hope
members will notice that in the year ahead the event calendar will role forward to the current week. With
the help of Ian Curtis the ride base map can be kept up to date. I have now divided it to previous ride
bases and bases for 2018. It is great when member’s setup and help and I encourage more members to
share their ideas and be involved…. many hands make light work.

3.

Belinda Hopley - Zone 5 Delegate, Chief Stewards and TPRs.

Annual CS/TPR/South Coast ERA/Grants Report 2017.
Welcome to our AGM.
CS/TPR
There were 23 rides conducted this year (29 last year). There were 17 (73%) invasive treatments and 12
(52%) RO’s given (av length 6wks) – compared to 29 (100%) and 12 (41%) last year. There were 11
incident reports.
AERA has amended the following rules in the rulebook – all Ride Organisers and Chief Stewards should
make themselves familiar with them.
That the rule 5.1, table 6, rule 6.1 and table 9 be amended for the intermediate “maximum any leg km”
from 40 km to 42 km.
That rule 14.1 be changed by addition to clause e) and addition of another clause to read
e) a treatment vet who shall be experienced in the treatment of performance horses and who will confirm
their position on treating all horses attending the event
f) the nearest equine hospital which will accept a horse from the event requiring treatment on an afterhours basis and their protocol for treating all horses attending the event.
That a new clause be added to Section Six of the AERA Rulebook
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16.5
BIOSECURITY
a) Every Ride Organising Committee shall complete and implement a Biosecurity Plan, based on the
current AERA Biosecurity statement, available to download from: www.aera.asn.au
b) The necessary biosecurity measures, which may include particular horse health requirements, shall be
determined by the event Biosecurity officer in consultation with the Ride Organising Committee, the Head
Veterinarian, the event Treatment Veterinarian, and must be advertised well prior to the event. The
necessary measures will vary depending on:
i) the location of the event
ii) the location of the property on which an attending horse is located prior to the event
iii) the location of the property on which an attending horse will be travelling to after the event
iv) any specific requirements of the event treatment Veterinarian
v) any specific requirements of the Equine veterinary hospital nominated as per 14.1 e) and f).
c) The ROC shall not accept an entry for any horse that is affected by 14.1 e) and 14.1 f) and 16.5 b).
That rule 57.4 be amended to read
The tack utilised on the head of a horse shall be appropriate to ensure the horse is controllable at all times
by the use of reins.
nd

This rule is going for the 2 vote at the next AERA meeting
That the rule 15 Vet to Horse Ratio be amended to include a new clause:
15.3 For rides of 120 kms or more a separate additional treatment veterinarian is required to be present
at the ride base.
If you are considering being a Chief Steward, or want a TPR course held in your area, please get in
contact with me. Both are thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding positions.
I would like to thank our Chief Stewards and TPR’s for their generosity and commitment in assisting at
rides this year.
Teams
The SMC has started the Border Challenge with Victoria, It is aimed at encouraging any rider that has not
previously ridden in a team so that they can “step up and have a go” at riding as a team.
NSW State Champs 2nd
Talyn Nix
Razorback Sugar M Spice also 1st jnr & BC
Corey Nix
Razorback Blue Rhapsody
Claire Fleming
Flemingo S.S v/o
Sarah Lymbery
Aloha Typic
NSW Team to Eldorado, Border Challenge 2nd
Rebecca Lees
Ralvon Eternity w/d
Chris Bailey
Bradalai Najmul Fi Samur v/o
Mitch Ravallion
Sandine Gadget
Noni Seagrim
Cooinda Park Walencia
Tom Quilty
International Team 1st
Talea Hasko-Stewart

Blake’s Heaven Bombora = 2

National team 4th
Sarah Lymbery
Andrew Jonkers
Kristie Wright Coorooa
Karen Anderson

Aloha Typic
Girilambone Comet
Allyjah
Malleegrove Samsara

nd

MWT

Fouresmith South Africa 7th
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South Coast ZoneThe South Coast Zone ran 5 rides this year - Sussex Inlet, Currowan, Wingello and the Intro rides Willinga
Park and Bunnigalore. Unfortunately as Sussex Inlet has issues with marking, it will not re-run next year
but Wandandian does make a return. They are well organised and well attended rides, so come and see
for yourself.
Membership Grants ReportLast year the NSWERA State Management Committee applied to the NSW Office of Sports for a grant to
help bring new riders into the sport of endurance, and to educate riders and officials. We were granted
$25,000.
The SMC formed a Grants Sub-committee to find ride organisers and other volunteers to run events with
the primary objective of:
*heavily promoting the event to bring new riders into the sport,
*providing a supportive, friendly and informative experience and
*providing an easy course/courses which give a pleasant introductory experience.
Four rides have been run so far - Kiwarrak and Brookvale with Willinga Park (South Coast) and
Bunnigalore (near Wingello) both running solely “Introduction to Endurance” events. We are awaiting
confirmation for dates for a Manilla/Bendemeer base next year, and we also hope to do another in the
west of the State.
These events are proving to be very popular and attracting interest, so we need to keep the momentum
up. The event has 3 short information talks comprising of the Chief Steward talking about the rules and
what to do, an experienced rider talking about horse/rider gear and training and a vet going through
vetting procedures. There are ride nannies on the rides and strapping and vetting fairies for the
completion of the ride. The Grants Committee and the SMC are very appreciative of the efforts the ROC
to provide these rides. If you have any ideas that may promote endurance riding and/or increase the
membership, please drop any of us a line.
The CS workshop was presented again at Cowra recently with Gerard Bou (AERA CS) and Tom
McCormack for the Chief Stewards that missed it last year. It was well received and appreciated by those
that attended.
There will be a vet accreditation school happening as well in early 2018. If you know of vets that wish to
become accredited, please advise Jacque Wright (jacquelwright@gmail.com).
To date the budget has spent approximately $16,500 on these four rides and the CS workshop. The
remainder will be spent on the ROC forum (AGM), a Vet accreditation course, and 2 more rides yet to be
confirmed
By the time this goes to print, organising the Ride Organiser’s Forum for the day after the AGM will be well
underway. If you have any ideas or queries please let myself or Peter Bice peterbice@bigpond.com know.
I would like to sincerely thank Adeline Gibson, Jacque Wright and Clare Feary for their unstinting help and
support in managing this grant.
Once again, I have enjoyed the privilege of representing you and working with the very good people on
this committee.
Happy trails for the New Year,
Thank you,
Belinda Hopley, NSW CS/TPR Registrar, Grants Chair
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4.

Tony Warren - Horse Welfare

Horse Welfare
Again issues have been reported with no follow up evidence to support the claims.
If you have a concern put it in writing & it can be investigated through the correct channels.
Medication Control (Drug Testing)
Swabbing was conducted at only one ride that being Wingello, 6 horses swabbed, all were 80km horses.
One positive swab which has been referred to IDP
Early Warning
In the first half of the year I posted a few letters to owners & riders who managed to find themselves on
the early warning list, just to make them aware of how many points they had accrued, more as a warning
for those who maybe wishing to compete at the Tom Quilty.
I again as I normally do, spoke with many riders & owners who have found themselves at the higher end
of our point system.
Cheers, Tony Warren
PS: Late breaking news.
There has been changes to EWS both horse & rider, the point allocation for vet out’s etc has changed, I
will endeavour to get information regarding this for the AGM.

5.

Peter Bice - Annual Report for Ride Administration and Feedback

Thank you to all the ride organising committees for another year of great rides.
This year has seen the implementation of a rider feedback form available on the website. Those rides that
have had feedback would have received a table with the thoughts and the comments from the riders.
Although still in its infancy and there were just a handful of responses the singular most common issue
was course marking, obviously still a bit of work needs to be done on this front. It would be great if riders
took advantage of this form to communicate their feelings after a ride both the good and the bad, please
when you enjoy yourself at a ride please let the ride organiser know with this form, a lot of work goes into
putting on a ride and organisers really appreciate knowing people have had a great weekend.
For those that haven’t seen the form, riders are asked to rate the following as Poor, Fair, Good, Very
Good and Excellent











Course Marking
Course Design
Water on Course
Camp and Ride base Facilities
Ride base Catering
Management of the ride by the Committee
Management of the Vetting area
Trot out and vetting area
Overall rating of the ride
General comments

Thanks again to all the Ride Organisers and best of luck in 2018.

6.

Fiona Meller Track Preservation Report 2017 AGM (17 February 2018)

Since my last AGM report 12 months ago, we are still seeing slow and uneven progress, but overall
improvements in attitudes towards horse riding in National Parks.
Your Track Preservation Committee, consisting of Charlie Gauci and myself, made 11 submissions on
Draft Plans of Management: Coolbaggie Nature Reserve, Crawney Pass National Park, Monga State
Conservation Area, Morton State Conservation Area, Euston Regional Park, New England National Park,
Kemendok National Park, Bongil Bongil National Park, Cottan Bimbang National Park, Deua Catchment
Parks, and the Weddin Mountains National Park horse riding amendment.
Of these Plans, only ONE of these banned horse-riding completely. In years gone by, we would have
been more likely to see horse riding permitted in only one out of 11 plans, so this is a huge step forward.
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But the devil is in the detail. Almost none of these plans allow horses on ALL trails within the park. At best
they allow riding on public roads and management trails, but not on “walking tracks”, which are often in
fact bridle trails. Others restrict horses to specified routes. So it’s essential for local riders to have input
and to make a submission if NPWS is intending to close off trails that you use.
The impact of individual submissions was very clearly illustrated in relation to the Weddin Mountains
amendment. The Bribbaree Pony Club and the Gooloogong Trail Horse Riding Club are seeking
permission to hold group rides in this park, which is near Grenfell. They successfully persuaded their local
Member of Parliament to put pressure on the Minister for the Environment, which in turn caused this
amendment to be fast-tracked (much to the fury of the extreme Greens).
But the number of submissions in favour of the amendment was four; the number opposed was five. All
four of the submissions in favour came from organisations, including NSWERA. Three of the five against
came from individuals.
The result is that NPWS recommended additional restrictions on horse riding access – fewer groups,
smaller groups, and fewer months of the year when riding is permitted. If there had been additional
personal submissions from individual riders or their families, the outcome might have been very different.
So once again I urge you: if there is a draft Plan of Management in preparation for a park in your area,
don’t be complacent – speak up! A simple brief email, on-line submission or letter, in your own words and
expressing your own opinion, can make all the difference between keeping a park or a trail open and
having it closed.
We are still seeing some remnants of negative language and hostile attitudes but we challenge these
references every time they appear. Two examples: horses being prohibited from using a public road
through Coolbaggie Nature Reserve, which makes us the only road users excluded – every other type of
transport from a pushbike to a semi-trailer is legal. Or the tired old claim in the Euston and Kemendok
Plans that horse riding introduces weeds, even though NPWS’s own monitoring is now proving that the
presence of ridden horses makes no difference to the spread of weeds in a park.
A major focus during the year was the NPWS review of reserve access, which was being used as an
excuse by a few anti-horse closet greenies within the organisation as an excuse to exclude horses from
trails. The review is intended to establish formalised secure access to all National Parks, after a situation
where a Crown Road was closed leaving NPWS staff unable to access their own park. This review was
being twisted in relation to horse riding, to mean that unless everybody has access, then nobody could
have access.
Of course we argued strenuously against this interpretation. Across the state there exist many access
arrangements with private property owners and other government agencies for walkers, riders, other
recreationalists and NPWS staff themselves to access parks. All of these arrangements would have
ceased if this interpretation had been followed through, in fact some of the most iconic bushwalking routes
across the state would have had to close.
I’m pleased to report that NPWS has seen sense and the latest update suggests that a much more
realistic approach to trail access is likely to be adopted.
The other topic likely to become very contentious is money. NPWS doesn’t get much funding, and they
are desperately reluctant to spend money on anything. But they are also very nervous about potential
risks. So rough bridle trails such as Wards Track in the Q60 ride and Prestons and The Steps in
Shahzada, will become hot topics. I would predict that over the next year or two we will be involved in
quite intensive negotiations around how to keep these tracks open and maintained to a standard that
satisfies NPWS, without a huge cost to us or them, and without sacrificing the challenging and unique
nature of the trails themselves.
I took the NPWS Area Manager from the Hawkesbury Area office and fellow members of the Blue
Mountains Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) down Wards Track, and they were amazed at how easily
an experienced horse negotiated the terrain. We need to keep educating NPWS staff about horse riding,
otherwise they make some truly ridiculous uninformed assumptions about horse riding.
We persuaded Matt Colahan from National Parks to participate on horseback on a field trip to
Curracabundi National Park, which is the location for the fifth and final wilderness pilot trial. This was a
nice change from the regular quarterly office meetings of the NPWS Horse Riding Consultative Group
(HRGC) which Charlie and I attend.
I also continue to represent horse riders and recreationalists generally on the state-wide National Parks
Advisory Council, where I am generally the only dissenting voice at a table full of greenies. But even here
NSW ERA Annual General Meeting

Page 41

we are seeing a gradual softening of their opposition. Where once they would have argued for no horse
riding anywhere, ever; now the discussions centre around which trails and parks are suitable or not, and
why.
Terms of appointment to the local Regional Advisory Committees expire at the end of 2018 so over the
next few months there are likely to be calls for nominations by interested people to join these committees.
This is how you can directly influence the management of your local parks. There are typically 6 meetings
per year, including occasional field trips which can be quite enjoyable, and the mix of people on these
committees is gradually becoming broader and more representative of the community instead of just an
exclusive club for extreme greens. I will put details on Facebook and in the newsletter as soon as I have
them, and I would really encourage you to think about stepping forward when the time comes.
Fiona Meller

Above: Wards Track inspection. L to R: Bob Ryan (RAC), work experience student, Scott Bevins (RAC),
Kate Lee (local horse rider and indigenous representative) Fiona Meller (NSWERA) on Evie, Andy
Macqueen (RAC), Glenn Meade (NPWS Area Manager).
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Above: HRCG Curracabundi field trip. L to R: Fiona Meller (NSWERA), Paul ?, (Camp Cobark),
Genevieve Reid (ATHRA), Matt Colahan (NPWS), Charlie Gauci (NSWERA), Alan Schultz (Camp
Cobark)

7.

AERA 2017 Report to NSWERA AGM

AERA news from 2017
After having ongoing issues in sourcing acceptable Tom Quilty buckles, the AERA has purchased a machine
that will make buckles as we need them. The cost per buckle is very reasonable compared with alternative
suppliers, and the design and quality can be controlled. The machine and operator are also available to make
buckles for major rides such as State Championships.
The AERA has passed a few new rules effective from 1 January 2018 which will be publicised. Important to
note asap are:
Rule 12 Affiliation requirements
Ride organisers cannot refuse entry from any person who is a member of a Division Association. Likewise,
where ride venues or courses are on private land, ride organisers must ensure that no landowner will refuse
entry to their property by a member of a Division Association. The only exception will be some kind of legal
justification which must be provided to the Division management committee.
Rule 14.1 Appointment of Ride Officials
Ride organisers should appoint a treatment vet and identify a veterinary hospital so that all horses can receive
treatment if needed.
Rule 16.5 Biosecurity
All ride organisers are required to complete and implement a Biosecurity Plan based on the AERA Plan which
is available at www.aera.asn.au. ‘Horse health requirements’ based on a risk assessment for each event
may be applied. Any requirements must be advertised well before the event. Entry to events can be refused if
horses don’t meet these requirements. For most ride organisers this will be a straightforward process.
Rule 40 Rider Early Warning System and Rule 60 Horse Early warning System
NSW ERA Annual General Meeting

Page 43

The rider and horse early warning systems now include mini marathon and intermediate rides. Anniversary
credit points are explained in rules 40.2 and 60.2.
Section 5, Equine Anti Doping and Controlled Medication rules
Rule 13 and Rule 29 Appeals
In summary, appeals will not be available from the ‘automatic disqualification of individual results’ required by
Rules 10, 25 and 26. The only exception will be if the adverse analytical finding is proven to be incorrect. This
means there will be no appeal for disqualification as a result of a positive swab unless the test result is invalid.
The new rules will be available on the NSWERA website before the end of January.
If you have questions or suggestions relating to the AERA, please contact one of your delegates.

AGM 2017 Agenda Item 5: Honorary (life) Members
Re-appointment of honorary (life) members and consideration of new nominations.
The following people are up for confirmation as continuing Honorary (life) Members.







Ron and Val Males.
Lyn and Adrian Bailey.
Jeff and Gay Bonham.
Searle Johnstone.
Kieron Power.
Kerry Spratt

New nomination for life membership for consideration.
The following person has been nominated to become an Honorary (life) Member of NSW ERA.
Nominee for Life Membership: Fiona Meller
Nominated by: Andrew Jonkers M’ship No. 20046 (former founding member NSWERA Course Preservation
Committee)
Seconded by: Linda Jonkers M’ship No20047
Rational: Fiona is a founding member of the NSW ERA Course Preservation Committee, which was formed
in 1995 to work with NSW National Parks to ensure the continued availability of tracks within National Parks
for horse riding.
This work has involved many, many hours of composing submissions and face to face meetings with National
Parks hierarchy, culminating in meetings at Parliamentary level.
Fiona has spent countless hours over the last 22 years travelling around NSW to meetings with riders,
National Parks management and government departments, at her own expense, to continue her invaluable
work to ensure that Endurance riders still have access to trails in some of the most unique parts of NSW to
enjoy this sport that we love
We cannot think of a more deserving member of NSW ERA to be honoured with the award of Life
Membership.

AGM 2017 Agenda Item 6: Nominations for committee
MATTHEW WALKER M’ship No. 20105
Nominated by: Tony Warren M’ship No. 23051
Seconded by: Chris Bailey M’ship No. 21551
Rationale: Endurance riding 31 years; endurance vetting 26 years; helped formulate endurance log books
and novice horse rules. Endurance horse breeding 25 years. Competed internationally in endurance. Want to
give back to the sport.
PETER BICE M’ship No. 20657
Nominated by: Victoria Bice M’ship No. 23694
Seconded by: Kerry Spratt M’ship No. 21530
Rationale: I started endurance riding in 1986. Having been on the SMC for the last two years, I enjoy giving
something back to the sport.
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NONI SEAGRIM M’ship No. 23407
Nominated by: Ellen Vine M’ship No. 23613
Seconded by: Kim Stephens M’ship No. 20180
Rationale: I first started endurance in 2008 and in that time my involvement as a participant has gone from
hobby competitor to full time occupation as a trainer and breeder. I live and breathe endurance every day.
Over the years I have held a few different volunteer administrative roles within the sport and most recently I
have had the pleasure of serving as the Snowy Zone delegate to the SMC for 2017.
This has been a wonderful opportunity and I am keen to continue to offer my contribution as I am passionate
about both preservation of the historical values of the sport and also progress, building the sport for the future.
JOHN HOWE M’ship No. 20080
Nominated by: Alan Makinder M’ship No. 20540
Seconded by: Helen Rich M‘ship No. 20459
Rationale: Commenced in the sport in 1983, having tried several other equestrian disciplines prior.
Endurance to me was love at first sight. I have successfully completed 13003km to date. I am currently on
the SMC as Treasurer, a role I thoroughly enjoy. I also, in conjunction with Jo Davis, hold the Ride Calendar
Portfolio.
I have been on the SMC in various roles for almost 20 years and feel that with my background as a rider and
committee person I am in the position of being able to make a balanced contribution to the sport, both now
and in the future.
KERRY SPRATT M’ship No. 21530
Nominated by: Neil Clarkson M’ship No. 22228
Seconded by: Peter Bice M’ship No. 20657
Rationale: I’ve been on the NSWERA and AERA Committees on and off since 1998, most recently since
2016 after a four year break. Seeking re-election because I’m enjoying helping to run our great sport. I have
some projects with NSW ERA and AERA that I would like to continue progressing. I’m keen to see endurance
moving forward in a way that’s also in keeping with our heritage.
BELINDA HOPLEY M’ship No. 20151
Nominated by: Helen Thompson 20311
Seconded by: Adeline Gibson 22483
Rationale: I have been endurance riding for 30yrs, completing nearly 8,000 kms. I have been a Chief
Steward for quite a while, assisting at many NSW State Championships and Tom Quilties.

I have been on the NSWSMC for around 10yrs starting as the Snowy Zone rep, then becoming the Chief
Steward/TPR Registrar. The past few years I have been the South Coast Zone Rep and more recently been
chair of the Membership Grants Subcommittee. This committee is very dedicated to looking at ideas and
methods to increasing the membership, and has co-ordinated a number of Introduction to Endurance rides
that have been very enthusiastically received and leaving these riders with a very positive experience to
continue in the sport. There are a few more of these rides to be held this year. It is also providing updates and
training for the rides officials, such as the ride organisers forum, vet accreditation school, chief stewards and
TPR’s.
I am looking forward to continuing my contribution in these roles.
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AGM 2017 Agenda Item 7: Notice of Special Resolution
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AGM 2017 Agenda Item 8: Notices of Motion
Please note that the discussion about managing the issues associated with Hendra will occur when these
motions are discussed.

Notice of Motion 1
Moved:
Seconded:

Ros Ryan
Phil Coleman

M’ship No. 21274
M’ship No. 21073

THAT the NSW ERA committee is authorised to dual affiliate rides in the Northern Rivers Zone area,
regardless of their Hendra vaccination status with horse health requirements in place subject to all of the
following.
1. the ride being firstly affiliated with QERA
2. a duly completed NSW ERA ride booking form being provided by the ride committee at least four months
in advance of the ride.
3. the ride meeting the usual NSW ERA ride booking criteria in relation to timing and distance separation from
other NSW events
The reason for the motion is


There would be no point in NRZ riders choosing to become NSW members (which NSW fought to
have the rules allow) with all the benefits NSW gets from increased numbers (votes at AERA, income,
support from officials) if there are no rides in their area on the NSW point score.



Zone 6 riders would be negatively impacted by the reduced opportunity to rides close by.



In both cases, NSW ERA will lose income from ride fees because these rides will become solely
Queensland rides.

Notice of Motion 2
Moved:
Seconded:

Ros Ryan
Phil Coleman

M’ship No. 21274
M’ship No 21273

THAT the NSW ERA committee is authorised to affiliate rides in NSW ERA Zone 6 area regardless of the
horse health requirements deemed necessary by the ride organising committee subject to all of the following:
1. A duly completed NSW ERA ride booking form being provided by the ride committee at least four months in
advance of the ride.
2. the ride meeting the usual NSW ERA ride booking criteria in relation to timing and distance separation from
other NSW events, fees and incorporation.
3. all proposed horse health requirements will be for the purpose of complying with AERA rule 16.5
(commencing 1/1/2018)
4. The ride organising committee providing biosecurity plan when applying for ride affiliation, including
evidence to support the need for the proposed horse health requirements.
The reason for the motion is:
Northern Zone 6 is identified as a Hendra Risk Zone in the AERA’s Biosecurity Statement. It is becoming
increasingly difficult for RO’s to obtain accredited vets to officiate at rides in this region.
THE NSW ERA will stand to lose income from rides. Already in 2017, one ride was lost to Queensland.
Potentially, future rides may not even eventuate.
NSW ERA may lose existing, as well as potential members who would be impacted by the lack of available
ride opportunities in their area and do not wish to travel 6 hours or more to rides.
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Motion No. 3
Moved:
Seconded:

Clare Fleming
John Davidson

M’ship No. 117850
M’ship No 117852

THAT “all NSW ERA rides on the calendar are to remain open to all riders regardless of horse vaccination
status”.
The reason for this motion is:
There should be no “Hendra-Vaccinated rides” affiliated in NSW ERA, regardless of the location ie NorthernRivers zone; South-East Queensland.
The annual point score for distance and points should be calculated on rides within NSW that are open to all
riders to attend, regardless of horse vaccination status.
Please do not let NSW ERA become another victim of the whole vaccine debacle that is destroying endurance
within Queensland.
Locals with a horse can no longer participate in their local annual endurance ride, as their beloved horse is not
vaccinated.
New-comers to the sport have looked to alternative equine disciplines to avoid the negative vibe currently
rippling through the endurance community,
No other equine discipline is pursuing the “vaccination” mandate to participate!

Motion No. 4
Moved:
Seconded:

Helen Lindsay
Alan Lindsay

M’ship No. 20309
M’Ship No. 20308

THAT the AERA instruct QERA that the holding of a “Hendra Vaccinated Only” Tom Quilty in 2019 is not
permitted and that if QERA persists in this endeavour, it will be struck off the TQ circuit.
REASON: the NSW ERA members strongly object to QERA holding a “Hendra Vax Only” Tom Quilty in 2019.
Tom Quilty rides are a National Championship and should be open to ALL members of the divisions of AERA.
Our sport should NOT be dictated to by a drug company and the paranoia that goes along with this type of
propaganda. There is massive evidence that the vaccine is compromising horse health and competition.

Motion No. 5.
Moved:
Seconded:

Helen Lindsay
Alan Lindsay

M’ship No. 20309
M’Ship No. 20308

THAT NSW ERA start a ‘conversation’ with AERA to have the Tom Quilty permanently restored to its home in
the Hawkesbury or similar area close by; and further that it loose its National Championship status.
REASON: The Quilty has lost continuity, having to be re-invented each year with various courses,
committees, local rules, expense of base set-up; sponsorship; local acceptance with not only local
government area but the community in general. It was taken away from NSW in 1985 with a dodgy premise
that it was the National Championship which was to travel. This can still happen. Personally we have enjoyed
travelling to other states to compete over the years, but is is never a level playing field.
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Motion No. 6
MOVED BY:

Rebecca Hogan ………………………………… 22685
Matthew Walker ……………………………… 20105

THAT:
Part 1 - the SMC investigates setting up a regional teams competition for endurance in NSW, open to all
zones and clubs.
Concept: Six riders nominated for the year. Points assigned at every NSW ride, for team placing
and for team completion. Three of the six nominated riders must complete for the team to accrue
points at a ride. Working out a points system will require further discussion.
Part 2 - the SMC publishes a draft proposal for the teams competition to enable review and comment by the
membership, and considers member concerns in preparing final details of the teams competition.
Part 3 - the SMC is given approval now by the membership to implement a teams competition, after the
proposal has been published and member concerns considered, to enable the teams to be created and ready
for the 2019 season.
THE REASONS FOR THIS MOTION ARE:
Publicity: Teams receive more regular media features than individuals. Communities feel connected to ‘their’
team. Regular stories, results and photos can be provided to local newspapers.
Sponsorship: Teams are more likely to attract business sponsorship than individual riders. Eventually we
could have professional teams with well paid riders, creating careers for riders and a home market for top
endurance horses.
Incentive: Riders can tell friends/family they are on a regional team – it gives status understood by the
general public. Being on a team may bring renewed purpose for riders competitive at 80km, but not wanting
to ride competitively at 160km.

AGM 2017 Agenda Item 9: Discussion Items on Notice
1. Should we continue to award ribbons for the top 10 rider and horse place getters in
the annual points and distance awards?
The Committee has discussed the possibility of awarding ribbons to the top 5 place getters instead of the top
10. Often the recipients of these awards don’t attend the AGM to collect them and sometimes people don’t
even follow up about collecting them. The ribbons cost $10.75 each and the committee would like to know
whether the ribbons are valued enough to continue with placings 6 to 10.

2. NSWERA Independent Disciplinary Panel
As you probably know, we have an Independent Disciplinary Panel which investigates reports about potential
rule breaches and/or inappropriate behaviour by members. Hopefully it isn’t needed often and guidance
documents are available to help with the process. A list of people willing to help our sport in this way is
needed, from which a panel is randomly selected for each issue. The Committee is asking for interested
people to agree to be on the list please.

3. Hendra vaccination, NSWERA rides and biosecurity
There are several notices of motion relating to Hendra vaccination and the SMC wishes to discuss this issue
in light of emerging issues and the motions. The discussion on this item will be held while discussing the
proposed motions.
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PROXY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
New South Wales Endurance Riders’ Association Inc.

APPOINTMENT OF PROXY
Proxy: Name: ...........................................................................(M’ship No.)...................
I hereby appoint the above person as my proxy to vote on my behalf at the Annual
General Meeting of the New South Wales Endurance Riders’ Association Inc. and at
any adjournment.
Appointed by: Name: ..............................................................(M’ship No.)....................
(Signature)...........................................................................................Date:....../......../…
Nomination for Committee
Candidate (Name) ……………………………………………………….

M’Ship No. ……………………

I hereby agree to this nomination:
Candidate (Signature) ……………………………………………….….

Date: …………………….……

NOMINATED BY

SECONDED BY

(Name) …………………………………………….

(Name) …………………………………………………….

M’Ship No: ………………………………

M’Ship No: ………………………………

Signature: ……………………………………………

Signature: …………………………………………..…………

PROFILE OF THE CANDIDATE: (100 words or less)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….....…………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………
…………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………..…….……
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..….………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………..……………
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