Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the New South Wales Endurance Riders Association Inc.
held at the Windsor RSL, 36 Argyle Street, Windsor on 17 February 2017, commencing at 12:42 pm.
______________________________________________________________________________
1.

Attendance,
Present: Peter Bice (Chairman), Belinda Hopley, John Howe, Tony Warren, Kerry Spratt, Jacque Wright, Noni
Seagrim, Talea Hasko-Stuart,
In attendance: Matthew Walker, John Howe, Jacky Barlow, Peter Bice, Dean Walkon, Susan Walkom,
Georgina Pankhurst, Victoria Edmonds, Kerry Spratt, Victoria Bice, Alex Bice, Kim Stephens, Ellen Vine, Louise
McCormack, Pamela Karner, Jo Davies, Noni Seagrim, Belinda Hopley, Helen Rich, Tony Warren, Bronwyn
Monahan, Sue Todd, Gail Fisher, Clare Feary, Faith Robinson, Mark Norton, Steven Roberts, Sue Warren,
Mette Sutton, Denise Trollope, Fia Hasko-Stewart, Celia Hodgson, Ian Curtis, Bec Hogan, Roz Edmunds,
Tacye Bice, Graeme Gilbertson, Jennifer Gilbertson, Shan Symons, Stuart Lymbery, Darryl King, Robert Catlin,
Charles Gauci, Andrew Jonkers, Kylie Jonkers, Neil Clarkson, Mindy Davies, Matthew Gadsby, Val Males, Ron
Males, Dave Player, Fiona Meller, Phil Coleman, Haydn Fisher, Talea Hasko-Stewart, Jesse Buchan, Anne
Lymbery, Rowena Robinson, Les Robinson, Levi Robinson, Andrew Kettlewell, Amanda Kettlewell, Ros Ryan,
Jacque Wright,
Apologies: Adeline Gibson, Di Luker, Tony Parker, Linda Jonkers, Helen Thompson, Both Baileys. Tom
McCormack, Helen and Alan Lindsay, Karen Rhodes, Glenda Edwards, Arthur Waghorn
Fifty Six members attended the AGM. The number of proxies recorded was 53.

2.

Approval of previous minutes
Peter welcomed members to the meeting. The minutes of the AGM held 11 February 2017 was previously
published in the New South Wales Endurance Riders AGM booklet which was posted out to members in
January 2018.

2.1

MOVED
THAT
CARRIED

John Howe, Belinda Hopley
the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 11 February 2017 be accepted.
Unanimous

It was noted that the majority of SMC reports were previously published in the AGM booklet which was mailed
out to the membership in January 2017. The reports are included in this document for the sake of
completeness.

Executive Reports
3.

President’s Report – Peter Bice
It has been a challenging year with a lot of committee time being wasted on trivial school yard type of issues;
hopefully this sort of behavior will improve during 2018. With Hendra still a major issue that is not going to go
away we need to find a way to convince Vets that our horses are safe to handle. Accurate bio-security plans
from ride organisers will help.
The highlight of the year was definitely taking a team to the Fauresmith South African national championships;
with over four hundred riders entered our team of five riders finished seventh in the teams event with three of
the five riders finishing successfully, this event truly is spectacular. Although in many ways it is similar to our
own rides in a lot of ways it is also very different. The scenery is absolutely amazing from the hills to riding
across the vast plains past all sorts of wildlife. This event is a must do if you are given even half the opportunity
then take it.
The State Championships were held at Woodstock and were very well attended, congratulations to all riders
that were successful and commiserations to those that will have to try again.
The website has had some work done on it so keep an eye on that to stay up to date with things.
The dedicated intro weekends have been very well attended and trying to find a way to translate this to
intermediate rides is proving to be difficult as all the info and mentoring at the intro weekends seems to
disappear when these new riders get to an endurance event, food for thought?
Congratulations to all the winners at the awards night and hopefully we’ll catch up out on the trails.
It has been an honour and a privilege to be President for the last couple of months. Thank you to all the
committee members for your dedication and service over the past year it has been a pleasure to work with you.
I wish all the incoming committee members all the best for the coming year.
Happy and safe riding in 2018.
Peter apologized for some of the negativity in his report. Sponsorship from Maxxis has been invaluable with
more details to follow. NSW Government Department of Sport and Rec have allowed us to have introductory
weekends that have been very well attended. The interest has been incredible. We need to harness that

enthusiasm and get them to rides of 40k and above. This committee has worked well together during the year
and it’s been a privilege to work with this group of people.

4.

Secretary’s Report – Kerry Spratt
Dear Members
I hope everyone has a safe and successful 2018, both in endurance and generally!
During 2017, the Committee has worked together very well with the best interests of our great sport at heart. I’d
like to thank Alam for his knowledgeable and enthusiastic efforts as President, and Peter for stepping up when
the President’s role became vacant and doing a great job.
Yet again in 2017, Fiona Meller has worked with tireless commitment on track preservation issues, ably
assisted by Charlie Gauci. Thank you Fiona and Charlie! Thanks also to Sonya Ruprecht for working so hard
as our Registrar/Secretariat and to Jacky Barlow for doing a fantastic job filling in when Sonya couldn’t
continue.
Office of Sport Grant: In 2016 Greg Moore successfully applied for a Sports Development Grant from the
NSW Office of Sport, thanks again Greg. The Committee set up a subcommittee to oversee the grant project
and I’d like to sincerely thank Clare Feary, Adeline Gibson, Belinda Hopley and Jacque Wright for their work.
Belinda has reported on the project.
Maxxis Tyres sponsorship: We’ve also been very fortunate to have the support of Maxxis tyres this year.
Funding from Maxxis has allowed us to film lots of footage at the Wingello Maxxis Forest Ride in May, which is
being used to create informational clips for social media and the internet, and promotional material for
television, the internet and social media. We’ve also purchased ride bibs for all ride committees to use and
created an ‘Introduction to Endurance’ booklet for newcomers. The activities are almost complete. Thank you
to Maxxis for your very valuable support. Thanks to Bec Hogan for your brilliant expertise and enthusiasm and
to Emily Streckfuss and Renee Kirk for your great support.
Please support Maxxis tyres!
Independent Disciplinary Panel: The IDP has been kept too busy this year. Four matters required the formation
of Panels, sincere thanks to all the people who gave up their time and worked so diligently to resolve these
matters, in challenging circumstances. At the AGM we’ll be asking for expressions of interest for this role for
2018, but I very much hope we don’t need any Panels in 2018.
AERA: I’ve enjoyed being an AERA delegate this year, it’s always interesting and often challenging. Thanks
Alam, Peter and Noni for your contribution to our representation on the AERA. The AERA works with the best
interests of the sport in mind, which can be very difficult when what’s best for one state may not always be the
best or most convenient result for others. A priority for your delegates is always to ensure that we go to
meetings with informed guidance from the NSWERA Committee. Of course sensible management of the risk
posed by Hendra virus is an ongoing challenge because of the varied circumstances around Australia. The
AERA is still rewriting its Constitution, I feel this is very much a ‘one step forward and two back’ situation. It
really shouldn’t be this hard and hopefully 2018 will see it finalised. The plan is still to remain an Association,
incorporated in NSW and to revise the current very outdated Constitution, making improvements to the way
some things happen. If anyone has an interest in this, please contact me. A draft will eventually be made
available for consultation with the state management committees and division members.
There’s a separate AERA report providing more details.
Active Kids Program: We’re hoping to register with the NSW government Active Kids Program which provides
a $100 voucher for school aged kids to help pay for membership and participation fees for sport. The program
starts on 31 January 2018 and we’ll provide updates on this when we know more. Meanwhile, information is
available at: https://sport.nsw.gov.au/sectordevelopment/activekids
The Committee is always keen to hear your views. Please contact us with ideas, concerns and questions. Don’t
forget members are always welcome at SMC meetings  .
Best wishes, Kerry Spratt, Secretary 2017.
Kerry said she really didn’t have much to add to her report. She commented on the over activity of the IDP. We
have had four matters. We need to thank those who have served on these IDP committees. We will be asking
for people to nominate themselves later in the meeting. The hope for this year is that we have no need for any
IDP meetings during this coming year.
Steve Roberts said the IDP matter he adjudicated on should not have gone to an IDP. The SMC should have
dealt with that particular matter. Kerry said that the rules have changed. She felt that it should have gone to an
IDP.
Steve – when it goes to an IDP the SMC needs to stay out of the matter. It is meant to be an independent
panel and on a couple of occasions, this has not been respected. Kerry said we need to agree to disagree.
Any involvement from the SMC is purely procedural.

Kerry made mention of the Active Kids program. Anyone who has a school age child can apply for a $100
grant. Anyone who wants to use their grant/voucher towards endurance riding should submit your application to
the SMC so that we can get this underway.

5.

Treasurer’s Report – John Howe
At the AGM the audited annual financial report will be tabled and copies made available for member perusal.
There are a number of points that I wish to flag to all members and these are:
Annual membership fees.
For some years now we have not had to increase membership fees. This was done as the best possible
incentive to attract and maintain our membership. However, in 2018, sadly, we have to increase our fees. As
we have done in the past members can choose to best path that best suits their needs.
Fees will still be:
(a) Membership;
(b) Choice of printed newsletter
(c) Choice of a Personal Accident Insurance policy;.. Note at one stage Personal Accident Insurance was an
all-in or nothing policy. For some years now members were able to choose to opt in or out.
To set the fees I have looked at our fixed costs and have set out to have our basic membership fees set to
cover our obligatory costs.
Each year we pay AERA an affiliation fee for members at $32.00 each adult and $16 per junior, respectively.
AERA provides our Public Liability Insurance. This is a non-optional fee, we have to have it. In 2018 this will
cost approximately $27.00 per adult member.
Our annual Secretariat bill comes in at approximately $65 per adult member.
I have based my figures on 300 adult members, the largest group of membership we have.
Unfortunately, in 2018, we have to increase our fees. As we have done in the past members can choose the
best path that suits them. Fees will still be as follows:
Therefore I have set our fees for 2018 as follows:
$120 for single adult rider
$85 for junior riders
$240 for family
$60 for Intermediate
$15.00 for Associate.
The newsletter is largely cost neutral, however, I have increased the optional newsletter fees from $30 to $35.
Our newsletter is our main form of communication with our members.
The Personal Accident policy will be $138.00 for adults and $36 for juniors (which include a 10% administration
fee payable to the AERA).
I do not propose to increase the affiliation fees from ride organisers and they will remain as follows:






Endurance riders - 80k
Training rides
Social rides
NSW ERA day membership
NSW ERA day membership (social)

$30.00
$15.00
$10.00
$10.00
$5.00

Note. All money raised from the last two categories goes directly to the AERA to cover Personal Liability
Insurance and covers those riders participating on training and social rides.
The first three categories are our principal revenue streams.
In 2015, to cover a financial shortfall, AERA imposed a $1.00 ley on all riders entering rides of 80K or more.
This levy was meant to have a sunset clause, namely the moment the AERA received its 20% of the fees from
TQ15. In actual fact the AERA received its fees from TQ15, and then increased the levy from $1.00 to $3.00.
There is no sunset clause, though hopefully the AERA does not propose to increase the levy again.
Our AERA delegates have argued long and hard to have this levy removed, however, they are constantly voted
down by the other States.
The AERA has a long history of “sunset clause” that is not honoured.

The classic being the horse registration label being the funding vehicle for AERAspace. The $75 lifetime fee
was to set up AERAspace and once it was commissioned, the fee would stop. Not so. AERAspace is up and
running, the $75 fee has become “the maintenance and upgrade fee for AERAspace”. No end in sight.
I would urge all members to read the Minutes of the AERA’s general meetings. Therein are contained AERA’s
expenses.
Some highlights from the meeting 11 & 12 November 2017 include:
Secretarial honorarium $600 per month, that’s $7,200 per annum for the AERA Secretary. Same role as the
NSW secretary, Kerry Spratt.
Air fares, we all know that if you book early or at select times, airfares are relatively cheap, book last minute,
fares are very expensive. It appears that, a lot of the time, the AERA delegate’s book last minute with huge
fares.
Flying an official from WA to TAS to check out the 2018 Quilty course, $1,066.99. Surely someone as well
qualified could have fulfilled this role much cheaper from say, Victoria or NSW.
This is not an exhaustive list that I have quoted.
I would like to point out that the income stream for NSWERA is basically limited to ride affiliation fees, our
principal stream being the $30.00 per rider for rides, 80k and over. I feel that Ride Organisers can’t be asked to
contribute any more than they are doing at present. Currently NSW ERA is paying the $3.00 AERA ley from
retained earnings. Obviously this situation cannot continue indefinitely.
AERA has rather larger income streams than NSW.






20% of the gate of each Quilty.
$32 and $16 per annum rider affiliation fees.
Sale of log books to each state division.
Horse registrations – this is simply to put a stamp in the back of the log books.
$3.00 rider levy on each rider anywhere in Australia who enters a ride of 80k or more.

To pay for AERA meetings, of which there are four per year, NSW with its 489 members shoulders 30% of the
total cost of each meeting.
AERA in my humble opinion is not currently not a good steward of members’ money. The previous examples of
spending I have quoted are just a few areas where cost savings could easily be made and the $3.00 levy
dropped.
NSW ERA SMC has constantly put our members first. We have actively sought sponsorship and grants to
publicise endurance in NSW and to attract new members.
We have development grants from the Department of Sport and Recreation as well as sponsorship from Maxxis
Tyres.
Each year we sponsor the NSW State Championship ride to the tune of $6,000 and the Tom Quilty often up to
$1,500.
We have sponsored teams competition at State, National and inter State levels to the point where competition
for team sports is becoming quite strong.
Our annual prize giving sees us handing out many thousands of dollars’ worth of trophies and ribbons.
When members asked for a Quilty qualifying ride in 2017, NSW ERA sponsored the Windeyer Club to the tune
of $1,000 to host this ride.
To maintain an active ongoing sport that we wish to see grow; we need to spend our money on our NSW
members. This has to be our first priority.
John thanked Peter Bice for taking over when Alam resigned. Peter has done a fantastic job as president.
We have lost riders over the year. John said that nothing in his report is meant to be critical of anyone or
anybody in particular. The Association has lost over $14,000 over the past 12 months.
Ride numbers are down, merchandise sales are down. Purchased extra trophies for our members. The AERA
rider levy has cost us over $8,000. What do we do? We need to cut costs.
This year there was a small increase in membership fees. In the past we lost a lot of members by increasing
our memberships too high too quickly. We need to work our way out of this situation. Firstly the SMC will look
for the cheapest most effective way of dealing with matters we need to address. We have saved on the auditor
fees this year, also on the live music. We are getting the services of an actuary to our next meeting. We will
formulate a business plan for the entire year and we will have budgets and assess these on a meeting by
meeting basis. John said he has written to the SMC members advising that we need to look at our expenses.
AERA delegates will have to go back to the AERA and ask that the AERA trim its expenses.

As of last year there are only 1600 members throughout Australia. NSW has to pay a proportion of AERA
delegate cost.
Asking the members to have a look at the rides they attend during the year. John asked that each member take
part in an extra ride this year. This would help the bottom line.
The report above outlines where the income comes from. The P&L Statement is Annexure A to these minutes.
Enter one more ride and we could be out of trouble. We are selling raffle tickets at the AGM and the dinner.
Prize being a free membership for the year. Buy some tickets. We have TQ15 merchandise to sell. We don’t
want to be taking it home.
Any questions? We are not sinking but we still have to be careful. This year your SMC will try to balance the
books. We will not be cutting member services.
Fia. Suggest that the SMC consider holding virtual member meetings several times a year. John said yes, we
would but the technical difficulties could be a bit hard. We will continue to try to do that. We did this during the
past year and there were lots of difficulties dialing in. Fia said that what was very disappointing was the number
of rides that had to be cancelled during the year, due to weather.
John said that at this point in time, we are only going to allow one ride on any one weekend. Our geographic
area has changed. We are working towards the best mix to get as many bums on saddles as we can.

MOVED
THAT
Carried

John Howe, Fia Haskow-Stewart
the Treasurer’s Report be accepted
Unanimous

Committee Reports
6.

John Howe – Ride Calendar and Zone 2 Delegate
Ride Calendar
The 2018 Ride Calendar is filling nicely beginning with a training/Intro weekend at Bunnigalore on 21st January
and bookings have been received and approved through to 3.11.2018, being the Bullio Cup to be held near
Orange. These events are both new, which is excellent.
To date every month of the year, with the exception of December have rides approved and are on the website. Of
great interest, Tumut has applied for and been granted a Carnival weekend for Easter and hopefully, Tumut will be
well supported. Discussions are also under way with a number of other Ride Organisers, so that I feel confident
that prior to the AGM at least 3 more events will be added to the ride Calendar.
As a point of interest, all 5 of our traditional rides are already approved for 2018:- Mudgee, Gundagai,
Q60,Tooraweenah and Shahzada 400km Memorial Test. I am very pleased to report that Q60 has moved away
from Mudgee and Gundagai to July, which allows those riders with only one horse to consider having a
"Traditional Year" and attempting all our old style rides.Q60 will also be a fantastic leg up ride for Shahzada. Q60
of course being 60 miles of the original Quilty course. It is important that we don't forget our roots.
As this year marks the 40th Anniversary of Tooraweenah, Tooraweenah has tendered for and been granted the
NSW State Ride to be held 13th to 15th July. Tooraweenah is also going to host their usual annual ride on 21 and
22nd April which will allow everyone to sample the fantastic riding conditions and incredible scenery that
Tooraweenah provides. Please remember that the camp infrastructure that was built for the 1991 Quilty is still
there and is excellent condition. If you are unable to ride, please come along and support the Tooraweenah
Committee in this our flagship ride of the year.
With the passage of time and shifts in rider home location, we are now in the position where the majority of our
members live west of the Ranges. Mudgee, Bathurst, Orange, Cowra and points south. This is now our
geographic heartland.
Our old matrix no longer is capable of fully delivering what is required, so, while we will always consider 2 weeks
or 200 kms separation, we now have to take into account the fact that we have only 399 adult riding members. So
we can no longer consider approving 2 events on the same weekend where 80+ Km rides are involved. The
problem being that our heartland is so well placed as to be able to go North or South or East. It is simply
unsustainable to run 2 rides on any weekend with blank weekends on the calendar either side of riding weekends.
I feel that we will have to stick to this formula until our membership returns to 500+ Adult members.
The other major point of discussion that I would wish to flag for discussion at the AGM will be the dual affiliation of
rides located in the Northern Rivers Zone, currently these rides are part of the QERA Calendar but wish for dual
affiliation, however, some are being advertised as Hendra Vaccinated only rides. Our membership has long
rejected Hendra Vaccinated Only rides. Your SMC wishes to get your input in regard to direction as to how we
proceed with these rides.
Currently, I believe that the 2018 Calendar is shaping up to be the best calendar for some years, a lot of
discussion, negotiation and compromise has gone into getting us to this point. Please remember that NSWERA's
major finance stream comes from ride affiliation fees .Please consider that if you entered 3 rides in 2017, enter 4

or 5 this year, the rides are there and the financial gain to our sport would be fantastic if we could all do an extra
ride or two this year.
John Howe and Jo Davis. Ride Calendar Portfolio.
John added that he feels this year’s ride calendar is one of the best for some time. Query on the ride matrix. With
the ride matrix in play, we had over 700 members. When something no longer works, you need to move on, find
another way. We would still like to have rides with decent gaps and we will try to spread things around.
Charlie Gauci– who said the matrix didn’t work? Peter Bice said he felt that the matrix was a guide to setting up
the ride calendar. There was a lot of grumblings from riders and volunteers. We are now in the position where it’s
not necessary for us to provide a ride clash. He feels that it is better to have a ride on each weekend. People are
now willing to travel a lot further to go to a ride.
Charlie – the matrix was set up so that ROs would have a set of rules with regard to running their rides. You didn’t
have to worry who was on the SMC and if they were your mates or not. All you need to do is keep the matrix and
add a footnote which says that you cannot have a ride on any one weekend. He feels that it will go back to the
way it was a few years ago when it depended on who was on the SMC table.
Tony Warren said that he was also involved at the time of the matrix coming into existence. We have had no
discussion around this table that the matrix be chucked out. John said we haven’t chucked it out it just is no
longer the be all and end all.
Peter said there is a RO forum tomorrow where the matrix will be discussed.
7.

The following report has not been previously published and is presented to the meeting by John Howe.
Zone Two Report
A small but enthusiastic group of Zone Two members met at Gulgong on 2nd February for the 2018 AGM.
The result was a new committee consisting of:Woody Pilley President
Peter Bonham Vice President
Zone delegate John Howe
Sec/Tres
Linda Logan
Point score
Paul Mercieca
As this year is the 40th anniversary of the Tooraweenah Club the year will be built around Tooraweenah.
First will be a "Back to Tooraweenah" dinner to be held 10th March. All riders who have any connection with
Tooraweenah are invited, details are in the latest newsletter. At this event the NSWERA State Championship
sponsorship cheque for $6,000.00 will be officially handed over.
Our first Endurance event will be 21 and 22 April. This weekend will be the annual Tooraweenah ride weekend
with rides on both days. Tooraweenah will also be host, that weekend to an Introduction to Endurance weekend
funded by the Sport and Rec Department Introduction grant.
The NSW State Championship ride for 2018 will be held at Tooraweenah on the weekend of 13/14/15 of July. This
will be a testing ride but the scenery and welcome from the people of Tooraweenah will make it more than
worthwhile for you to saddle up and have a go.
Windeyer will also be running one or more rides this year, watch the Newsletter and website for details.
Please come out west and see old fashioned Endurance riding and tracks that haven’t changed. Enjoy the country
hospitality and friendly welcome that you'll get at all Zone Two rides.
Zone Two, The best in the west.
John Howe. Zone Delegate.

8.

Jacque Wright - Vet Liaison, Biosecurity, Website
Biosecurity & Vet Liaison
Taking on these roles early this year as part of the 2017 SMC I looked forward to any challenges that may occur.
For most members the term biosecurity means Hendra but I wanted to change that focus. I aim to balance policy
to consider all threats including; strangles, fire ants, foot root, noxious weeds, ring worm, and the list goes on yet
everyone still talks Hendra. Strangles is a big concern both the Victoria & ACT equine communities dealt this year
with a number of outbreaks. As our sport share on track drinking water I would encourage every horse owner to
check the vaccine status of their horses for the 2018 season. I would like to congratulate Tina Walker who put
together the majority of the biosecurity guidelines for this year’s State champs working with their head vet. It was a
balanced and well-presented document and I look forward to sharing it with every ride organiser. It even included
consideration of hay coming from QLD that may be carrying fire ants. It’s not just NSW seeking to balance
biosecurity; there are some rules changes to be presented by AERA with 2018 rule updates. Keep an eye out for
these minor updates early 2018.

Vet Liaison
I discovered this year that AERA space is not utilised to its potential regards ride work history and vet contact
details. It has been a long process but NSWERA now has the capacity to keep this section of the database current
for all ride organisers and secretaries. In addition with the financial support of the NSW Sports grant an
accreditation workshop is scheduled for Feb 2018. I would like to take this opportunity thank all the vets who give
up their weekend to attend endurance events. Yes they are paid by ride organisers but I would suggest that those
fees are a fraction of the earning capacity a private vet could earn over a weekend.
NSW Endurance Website
Late 2017 Adeline Gibson resigned from the SMC and I would like to thank her for all hard work with the website
that she took on when Talea went overseas in addition to her Facebook roles. Keeping the electronic face of
endurance up to date is very important and time consuming. She did a great job and will be missed. Moving
forward the end of year is very demanding for the website and the calendar for the year ahead needs to be
uploaded. For the short term I have taken on the role of the website. I hope members will notice that in the year
ahead the event calendar will role forward to the current week. With the help of Ian Curtis the ride base map can
be kept up to date. I have now divided it to previous ride bases and bases for 2018. It is great when member’s
setup and help and I encourage more members to share their ideas and be involved…. many hands make light
work.
Jacque did not attend the meeting at this time but the report above has been previously published.
9.

Belinda Hopley - Zone 5 Delegate, Chief Stewards and TPRs.
Annual CS/TPR/South Coast ERA/Grants Report 2017.
CS/TPR
There were 23 rides conducted this year (29 last year). There were 17 (73%) invasive treatments and 12 (52%)
RO’s given (av length 6wks) – compared to 29 (100%) and 12 (41%) last year. There were 11 incident reports.
AERA has amended the following rules in the rulebook – all Ride Organisers and Chief Stewards should make
themselves familiar with them.
That the rule 5.1, table 6, rule 6.1 and table 9 be amended for the intermediate “maximum any leg km” from 40 km
to 42 km.
That rule 14.1 be changed by addition to clause e) and addition of another clause to read
e) A treatment vet who shall be experienced in the treatment of performance horses and who will confirm their
position on treating all horses attending the event
f) The nearest equine hospital which will accept a horse from the event requiring treatment on an after-hours basis
and their protocol for treating all horses attending the event.
That a new clause be added to Section Six of the AERA Rulebook
16.5
BIOSECURITY
a) Every Ride Organising Committee shall complete and implement a Biosecurity Plan, based on the current
AERA Biosecurity statement, available to download from: www.aera.asn.au
b) The necessary biosecurity measures, which may include particular horse health requirements, shall be
determined by the event Biosecurity officer in consultation with the Ride Organising Committee, the Head
Veterinarian, the event Treatment Veterinarian, and must be advertised well prior to the event. The necessary
measures will vary depending on:
i) the location of the event
ii) the location of the property on which an attending horse is located prior to the event
iii) the location of the property on which an attending horse will be travelling to after the event
iv) any specific requirements of the event treatment Veterinarian
v) any specific requirements of the Equine veterinary hospital nominated as per 14.1 e) and f).
c) The ROC shall not accept an entry for any horse that is affected by 14.1 e) and 14.1 f) and 16.5 b).
That rule 57.4 be amended to read
The tack utilised on the head of a horse shall be appropriate to ensure the horse is controllable at all times by the
use of reins.
This rule is going for the 2nd vote at the next AERA meeting
That the rule 15 Vet to Horse Ratio be amended to include a new clause:
15.3 For rides of 120 kms or more a separate additional treatment veterinarian is required to be present at the
ride base.

If you are considering being a Chief Steward, or want a TPR course held in your area, please get in contact with
me. Both are thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding positions.
I would like to thank our Chief Stewards and TPR’s for their generosity and commitment in assisting at rides this
year.
Teams
The SMC has started the Border Challenge with Victoria, It is aimed at encouraging any rider that has not
previously ridden in a team so that they can “step up and have a go” at riding as a team.
NSW State Champs 2nd
Talyn Nix
Razorback Sugar M Spice also 1st jnr & BC
Corey Nix
Razorback Blue Rhapsody
Claire Fleming
Flemingo S.S v/o
Sarah Lymbery
Aloha Typic
NSW Team to Eldorado, Border Challenge 2nd
Rebecca Lees
Ralvon Eternity w/d
Chris Bailey
Bradalai Najmul Fi Samur v/o
Mitch Ravallion
Sandine Gadget
Noni Seagrim
Cooinda Park Walencia
Tom Quilty
International Team 1st
Talea Hasko-Stewart

Blake’s Heaven Bombora = 2nd MWT

National team 4th
Sarah Lymbery
Andrew Jonkers
Kristie Wright Coorooa
Karen Anderson

Aloha Typic
Girilambone Comet
Allyjah
Malleegrove Samsara

Fouresmith South Africa 7th
South Coast ZoneThe South Coast Zone ran 5 rides this year - Sussex Inlet, Currowan, Wingello and the Intro rides Willinga Park
and Bunnigalore. Unfortunately as Sussex Inlet has issues with marking, it will not re-run next year but
Wandandian does make a return. They are well organised and well attended rides, so come and see for yourself.
Membership Grants ReportLast year the NSWERA State Management Committee applied to the NSW Office of Sports for a grant to help
bring new riders into the sport of endurance, and to educate riders and officials. We were granted $25,000.
The SMC formed a Grants Sub-committee to find ride organisers and other volunteers to run events with the
primary objective of:
*heavily promoting the event to bring new riders into the sport,
*providing a supportive, friendly and informative experience and
*providing an easy course/courses which give a pleasant introductory experience.
Four rides have been run so far - Kiwarrak and Brookvale with Willinga Park (South Coast) and Bunnigalore (near
Wingello) both running solely “Introduction to Endurance” events. We are awaiting confirmation for dates for a
Manilla/Bendemeer base next year, and we also hope to do another in the west of the State.
These events are proving to be very popular and attracting interest, so we need to keep the momentum up. The
event has 3 short information talks comprising of the Chief Steward talking about the rules and what to do, an
experienced rider talking about horse/rider gear and training and a vet going through vetting procedures. There
are ride nannies on the rides and strapping and vetting fairies for the completion of the ride. The Grants
Committee and the SMC are very appreciative of the efforts the ROC to provide these rides. If you have any ideas
that may promote endurance riding and/or increase the membership, please drop any of us a line.
The CS workshop was presented again at Cowra recently with Gerard Bou (AERA CS) and Tom McCormack for
the Chief Stewards that missed it last year. It was well received and appreciated by those that attended.
There will be a vet accreditation school happening as well in early 2018. If you know of vets that wish to become
accredited, please advise Jacque Wright (jacquelwright@gmail.com).

To date the budget has spent approximately $16,500 on these four rides and the CS workshop. The remainder will
be spent on the ROC forum (AGM), a Vet accreditation course, and 2 more rides yet to be confirmed
By the time this goes to print, organising the Ride Organiser’s Forum for the day after the AGM will be well
underway. If you have any ideas or queries please let myself or Peter Bice peterbice@bigpond.com know.
I would like to sincerely thank Adeline Gibson, Jacque Wright and Clare Feary for their unstinting help and support
in managing this grant.
Once again, I have enjoyed the privilege of representing you and working with the very good people on this
committee.
Happy trails for the New Year,
Thank you,
Belinda Hopley, NSW CS/TPR Registrar, Grants Chair
Belinda added to the report shown above. South coast ran three rides not five. Wandandian didn’t run. Well
organised and well run.
RIP to Peter Norman. He will be missed. Belinda expressed her sympathy to Shelly and the family.
With reference to the use of an IDP – if you see something that you are not happy with at a ride, get your facts
together and see the CS – deal with it at the time. This would be much better than dealing with the problem later.
New rules out this year. Most will be gone through with the ROs tomorrow.
The definition of ‘responsible adult’ has been changed. If you have anything to do with a ride or floating – have a
look at Play by the Rules. There is a program you can do. Shows you what you need to be aware of when
dealing with kids.
We run a Teams Competition. Get a group together and go in the teams competition.
We also have a team comp for the Border Challenge. Get a group together and take part. We have teams for the
State Championship and Tom Quilty.
TPR awards for Phil Coleman and Pat Dickson will be made at the dinner this evening. Carole Dixon has
sponsored these awards. She always does. Please thank her and let her know that we are grateful for her
sponsorship.
Grant of $25,000 from the Office of Sport was received this year. Very grateful for this. Ran a Chief Stewards’
course and also running a vet accreditation course this year. Thanks to Clare Feary, Adeline Gibson and Jacque
Wright for helping with this. Thanks also to Brian, Belinda’s husband, for looking after her animals while she is
away.
Clare Feary spoke to the meeting. She has looked at new membership. Saw a lot of people sitting at meetings
Worked on what is stopping people becoming or not becoming members. Not enough people starting t he sport.
Sent out some surveys and got 337 people responding. Only targeted NSW people. One of the things that stood
out with 50 respondents, would still look roughly the same as to the issues from the rest.
Did a second survey looking at introductory weekends. This was done by Adeline Gibson. First survey 170
people had never tried endurance before. If we could get 170 new riders that would be great.
Overwhelmingly the main response was people don’t know what to do and how to do it together with where the
rides are. People don’t know how to do this. They want experienced riders to talk to. They want a mentor. This
is how we got into endurance.
People are not particularly interested in prizes. While this may be relevant to keeping people in the sport, it isn’t
when it comes to getting them interested. The survey showed that realistically, less than 20% of riders want to do
rides of 80k or more.
Outcome is that a lot more people are just not interested in doing longer distances. Need to have more
introductory weekends – frequent education and training day rides. New riders want a mentor – ideally someone
local to them.
Rewards and points are not what keeps people in the sport. Looking at a conscious investment of experiences
riders to mentor new riders.
Clare can provide a copy to the SMC for them to distribute. Fiona suggested that we could use FC and Internet to
avoid the formalities of coaching schemes. Need to keep it informal.
General comments then followed. Issues of insurance, responsibility etc. always comes into play. Problems can
come with the use of words. Bec Hogan said that she gets a lot of enquiries as she has her contact details on the
Internet. Perhaps we should mentor in an informal way.

We need a local presence within the sport. If there is a role for the Zones, they should contact local horse groups
and supply a name for mentoring. There is a need to promote within their local area.
Pace riders were discussed. These were used successfully in the past. Perhaps we could do this again.
Consider advising the CS that you would be happy to mentor new riders around a training ride. Consider bibs with
wording on it so that novice riders would know who the experienced rider was.
Peter Bice thanked Clare Feary for her survey.

10.

Tony Warren - Horse Welfare
Horse Welfare
Again issues have been reported with no follow up evidence to support the claims.
If you have a concern put it in writing & it can be investigated through the correct channels.
Medication Control (Drug Testing)
Swabbing was conducted at only one ride that being Wingello, 6 horses swabbed, all were 80km horses.
One positive swab which has been referred to IDP
Early Warning
In the first half of the year I posted a few letters to owners & riders who managed to find themselves on the early
warning list, just to make them aware of how many points they had accrued, more as a warning for those who
maybe wishing to compete at the Tom Quilty.
I again as I normally do, spoke with many riders & owners who have found themselves at the higher end of our
point system.
Cheers, Tony Warren
PS: Late breaking news.
There has been changes to EWS both horse & rider, the point allocation for vet out’s etc. has changed, I will
endeavour to get information regarding this for the AGM.
Nothing much to add to the report above. Some of the points have changed with increases in points awarded.
EWS now applies to intermediate riders.
The new rules are on the AERA website and was in the mail out that you received.

11.

Peter Bice - Annual Report for Ride Administration and Feedback
Thank you to all the ride organising committees for another year of great rides.
This year has seen the implementation of a rider feedback form available on the website. Those rides that have
had feedback would have received a table with the thoughts and the comments from the riders. Although still in its
infancy and there were just a handful of responses the singular most common issue was course marking,
obviously still a bit of work needs to be done on this front. It would be great if riders took advantage of this form to
communicate their feelings after a ride both the good and the bad, please when you enjoy yourself at a ride
please let the ride organiser know with this form, a lot of work goes into putting on a ride and organisers really
appreciate knowing people have had a great weekend.
For those that haven’t seen the form, riders are asked to rate the following as Poor, Fair, Good, Very Good and
Excellent











Course Marking
Course Design
Water on Course
Camp and Ride base Facilities
Ride base Catering
Management of the ride by the Committee
Management of the Vetting area
Trot out and vetting area
Overall rating of the ride
General comments

Thanks again to all the Ride Organisers and best of luck in 2018.
Nothing much to add to the report above.
Feedback has been very slow to take off. The form is available on line. Peter will try to publicise this better this
year. Peter said he doesn’t want this to be seen as a complaints forum. Please give the good and the bad. Not
just the bad.
Peter thanked all the ROs for their rides.

12.

Fiona Meller Track Preservation Report 2017 AGM (17 February 2018)
Since my last AGM report 12 months ago, we are still seeing slow and uneven progress, but overall improvements
in attitudes towards horse riding in National Parks.
Your Track Preservation Committee, consisting of Charlie Gauci and myself, made 11 submissions on Draft Plans
of Management: Coolbaggie Nature Reserve, Crawney Pass National Park, Monga State Conservation Area,
Morton State Conservation Area, Euston Regional Park, New England National Park, Kemendok National Park,
Bongil Bongil National Park, Cottan Bimbang National Park, Deua Catchment Parks, and the Weddin Mountains
National Park horse riding amendment.
Of these Plans, only ONE of these banned horse-riding completely. In years gone by, we would have been more
likely to see horse riding permitted in only one out of 11 plans, so this is a huge step forward.
But the devil is in the detail. Almost none of these plans allow horses on ALL trails within the park. At best they
allow riding on public roads and management trails, but not on “walking tracks”, which are often in fact bridle trails.
Others restrict horses to specified routes. So it’s essential for local riders to have input and to make a submission
if NPWS is intending to close off trails that you use.
The impact of individual submissions was very clearly illustrated in relation to the Weddin Mountains amendment.
The Bribbaree Pony Club and the Gooloogong Trail Horse Riding Club are seeking permission to hold group rides
in this park, which is near Grenfell. They successfully persuaded their local Member of Parliament to put pressure
on the Minister for the Environment, which in turn caused this amendment to be fast-tracked (much to the fury of
the extreme Greens).
But the number of submissions in favour of the amendment was four; the number opposed was five. All four of the
submissions in favour came from organisations, including NSWERA. Three of the five against came from
individuals.
The result is that NPWS recommended additional restrictions on horse riding access – fewer groups, smaller
groups, and fewer months of the year when riding is permitted. If there had been additional personal submissions
from individual riders or their families, the outcome might have been very different.
So once again I urge you: if there is a draft Plan of Management in preparation for a park in your area, don’t be
complacent – speak up! A simple brief email, on-line submission or letter, in your own words and expressing your
own opinion, can make all the difference between keeping a park or a trail open and having it closed.
We are still seeing some remnants of negative language and hostile attitudes but we challenge these references
every time they appear. Two examples: horses being prohibited from using a public road through Coolbaggie
Nature Reserve, which makes us the only road users excluded – every other type of transport from a pushbike to
a semi-trailer is legal. Or the tired old claim in the Euston and Kemendok Plans that horse riding introduces
weeds, even though NPWS’s own monitoring is now proving that the presence of ridden horses makes no
difference to the spread of weeds in a park.
A major focus during the year was the NPWS review of reserve access, which was being used as an excuse by a
few anti-horse closet greenies within the organisation as an excuse to exclude horses from trails. The review is
intended to establish formalised secure access to all National Parks, after a situation where a Crown Road was
closed leaving NPWS staff unable to access their own park. This review was being twisted in relation to horse
riding, to mean that unless everybody has access, then nobody could have access.
Of course we argued strenuously against this interpretation. Across the state there exist many access
arrangements with private property owners and other government agencies for walkers, riders, other
recreationalists and NPWS staff themselves to access parks. All of these arrangements would have ceased if this
interpretation had been followed through, in fact some of the most iconic bushwalking routes across the state
would have had to close.
I’m pleased to report that NPWS has seen sense and the latest update suggests that a much more realistic
approach to trail access is likely to be adopted.
The other topic likely to become very contentious is money. NPWS doesn’t get much funding, and they are
desperately reluctant to spend money on anything. But they are also very nervous about potential risks. So rough
bridle trails such as Wards Track in the Q60 ride and Prestons and The Steps in Shahzada, will become hot
topics. I would predict that over the next year or two we will be involved in quite intensive negotiations around how
to keep these tracks open and maintained to a standard that satisfies NPWS, without a huge cost to us or them,
and without sacrificing the challenging and unique nature of the trails themselves.
I took the NPWS Area Manager from the Hawkesbury Area office and fellow members of the Blue Mountains
Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) down Wards Track, and they were amazed at how easily an experienced
horse negotiated the terrain. We need to keep educating NPWS staff about horse riding, otherwise they make
some truly ridiculous uninformed assumptions about horse riding.
We persuaded Matt Colahan from National Parks to participate on horseback on a field trip to Curracabundi
National Park, which is the location for the fifth and final wilderness pilot trial. This was a nice change from the

regular quarterly office meetings of the NPWS Horse Riding Consultative Group (HRGC) which Charlie and I
attend.
I also continue to represent horse riders and recreationalists generally on the state-wide National Parks Advisory
Council, where I am generally the only dissenting voice at a table full of greenies. But even here we are seeing a
gradual softening of their opposition. Where once they would have argued for no horse riding anywhere, ever; now
the discussions centre around which trails and parks are suitable or not, and why.
Terms of appointment to the local Regional Advisory Committees expire at the end of 2018 so over the next few
months there are likely to be calls for nominations by interested people to join these committees. This is how you
can directly influence the management of your local parks. There are typically 6 meetings per year, including
occasional field trips which can be quite enjoyable, and the mix of people on these committees is gradually
becoming broader and more representative of the community instead of just an exclusive club for extreme greens.
I will put details on Facebook and in the newsletter as soon as I have them, and I would really encourage you to
think about stepping forward when the time comes.
Fiona Meller
Fiona said she would not read the above report but would like to touch on a few important matters. Over the past
25 years there has been a gradual shift in attitude. Initially the NPWS did not want anyone going into the Parks.
10 to 15 years ago they encouraged tourism but now some of the strongest supporters are the local people. We
now make up the largest economic use of the Parks.
We are no longer having to fight battles about horses in parks. We now have to fight individual matters.
If there is a plan of management – you need to put in a submission. This just means writing a letter.
Local PC club – six submissions on a proposed amendment.
You need to play your part. Numbers do count. Form letters are not counted. It must be your views. They do
look at the arguments sent in. Any submission is better than nothing. Local knowledge can make a difference in
keeping a track open. Fiona and Charlie do not have the local knowledge. You need to play your part.
There are local committees. Regional Advisory Committees. All have been thrown open for nominations in the
coming year. Fiona will be encouraging people to put their names up. Horse riders need to be on these
committees. NPWS thinks there are thousands of us and we all vote.
Volunteers – Why won’t NPWS let people in to help work on tracks? It revolves around bureaucratic red tape.
Fiona is hoping to eventually allow riders to maintain trails. Technically if you break a branch, you are breaking
the law.
Question of risk and trail maintenance. Becoming more nervous about where they let us ride. We are trying to
steer them into a more common sense approach.
Are we communicating with mountain bike riders? Not for now. Fiona said we are finding it better to fight for
ourselves. Bike riders are facing the same issues as us.
Peter said that the last thing we need to be seen as is National Parks bashers.

13.

Bec Hogan – Maxxis report
Maxxis sponsored us last year. You may not have seen a lot. Minor part of the sponsorship was the bibs. Main
part is helping us to promote the sport. Big part was the filming at Wingello last year. Put together a 30 second
TV add which will be going out shortly. Currently in draft but trying to get together with Maxxis to get their
approval to get the adds out there. When you see these things coming out on social media, please share. Hoping
to get it out there soon.
Please consider what websites and FB sites you frequent. If you find a non-helpful endurance site, we need to
harness the interest.
The other part of the sponsorship was an updated Getting Started Endurance book. Currently on the Wingello
website. It is up there to see how it goes. Links will be provided to everyone who wants to use it. The more
places it is the easier it is to find the information.
Maxxis want the bibs worn the correct way around. With the word Maxxis on the front. That was the idea of their
sponsorship.
Kerry thanked Bec for her help with this. There was a subcommittee set up and Bec took this over. Kerry wanted
to formally thank Bec for her help with this.
The following report has not been previously published and was read to the meeting by Faith Robinson.

14.

Zone 1 Report to the NSW ERA 2018 AGM – Ian Dreghorn
The last year has been both strong and challenging for the zone.
Like other ROC, the approvals regime thrust upon all RO’s by National Parks and other statutory bodies is
extremely time consuming. However, over the last couple of years, with the tremendous assistance of Fiona

Mellor and by cultivating relationships with key personnel and being able to understand their wants and
bureaucratic framework, each time the process is becoming easier.
The strengths of the zone have been the number of non-ERA members attending our rides along with the great
sponsorship and funding that we have received.
The largest challenges have been the small number of NSW members who still live in Sydney, the reluctance of
the governing body to be provide us with contact details of any new members in Sydney, allowing us to welcome
them and get them involved, and the small number of members who regularly enjoy our sport that are prepared to
help.
In saying this, the support that we have received from members from other zones has been great and I take this
opportunity to thank everyone for this.
Assisting us greatly last year were the two government grants that we received. The first was a Communit y
Building Partnership Grant for the sum of $3,763 for the fit out of our trailer, and a grant from the Department of
Sport and Recreation, Local Sport Grant Program for $2,000 as a contribution towards the cost of providing vets
for a ride.
For 2017 we had three rides planned, being the Zone 1 Trainer, the Q60 and the St Albans Ride. The Trainer
was cancelled and the two other rides were great successes.
Endurance riding in the Sydney Region has been on a steady decline. However, through promoting our rides to
other horse groups, etc. we are able to maintain good numbers in all but the longer ride distances. Whilst our
passion is 80km plus rides, the shorter distance events are definitely our market.
Another challenge for us is the cost of running rides, in particular the cost of securing ride bases. The sourcing of
cheaper ride bases will to some extent mitigate this. However, it is still a big cost. An additional challenge is due
to the nature of most land holdings being relatively small; numerous land owners’ approvals are needed.
Working in our favour is the churn of land owners over the last couple of years ago seems to have slowed down.
The 2018 year kicked off with some 50 people gathering for our AGM. The new committee is as follows:
Position
President
Vice President
Public Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Social Media & Marketing
Membership Officer
Zone Delegate

Name
Ian Dreghorn
Greg Moore
Marita Rifai
Louise Ball & Evi Thompson
Tacye Bice
Brianna Webb
Geraldine Stuart
Greg Moore

With our latest membership drive we now have some 25 members with several discount benefits available. If you
would like to join Zone One today, just see one of the committee.
Zone One is continuing to run its own website and Facebook page. Currently we have 1077 Facebook followers
with over 700 likes in the last two and a half years.
Our committee has adopted a slightly different structure this year with the zone committee being supported by
ride committees. These committees will be responsible for the planned rides, being, a Training Ride at Mountain
Lagoon in April followed by the Q60 in July and the St Albans Training Ride in October.
I hope to see you all at our rides this year. Ian Dreghorn, President – Zone One.

15.

Zone 4 report – Noni Seagrim
The report below has not been previously published.
Once again 2017 has been a busy year for the Snowy Zone with 9 clubs; Tumut, Neville, Gundagai, Table Top,
The Rock, Brookvale, Burraga, Woodstock and Scenic City; hosting a total of 37 different events for 963 entries
across those events! Congratulations and many thanks to these hard-working volunteers who hosted these
events and the competitors that supported them, helping make this another successful year for the Snowy
Zone!
Woodstock once again hosted the NSW State Championships, no strangers to running 160km rides the LERC
committee once again put together and ran a wonderful event with 48 competitors contesting the State title and
a further 48 in the 80km.
To finish off the year Scenic City hosted the Snowy Zone Championships event. Congratulations to all
successful competitors.

Snowy Zone riders were well preformed across the point scores again with many making the top 10 in their
divisions both across the state and nationally. A special congratulations to Snowy Zone rider Sarah Lymbery
and Aloha Typic on successfully earning their first “Big Three” award this year.
Wishing you all safe and happy riding for the 2018 season!
Merchandise
We supplied uniforms for four teams this year; NSW Team to the Tom Quilty in South Australia, our
international NSW team to the Fauresmith 200km in South Africa, NSW team at the NSW State Championships
and the NSW team to take on the Victorians in the inaugural Border Cup! All team members wore their uniforms
with pride and did NSW proud with their representation in these events.
An online store has finally been launched and will hopefully make ordering easier for members. This can be
found by following the links on the website or on Facebook. Ordering can still be done via email or paper forms
as well.
We are always looking for input from members so if you have any suggestions on improvements the ordering
system or a merchandise item that you would like to be considered for inclusion in our range please don’t
hesitate to contact the Merchandise representative.

16.

Zone 6 – Phil Coleman
Last year the Zone ran three rides. Pub with no Beer was very successful. Unfortunately it will not run again. It
just won’t work. Everyone on the committee is too far away to run it. The local community is noncooperative.
Bago, Holmwood and Kiwarrak – should all run again this year. Lost a few areas where we can run rides.
Lost a few older rides this year. Hoping to build on the lonqer klm rides. The Zone is situated in in a growth area
which is making it more difficult to find ride bases.

17.

AERA 2017 Report to NSWERA AGM
AERA news from 2017
After having ongoing issues in sourcing acceptable Tom Quilty buckles, the AERA has purchased a machine that
will make buckles as we need them. The cost per buckle is very reasonable compared with alternative suppliers,
and the design and quality can be controlled. The machine and operator are also available to make buckles for
major rides such as State Championships.
The AERA has passed a few new rules effective from 1 January 2018 which will be publicised. Important to note
asap are:
Rule 12 Affiliation requirements
Ride organisers cannot refuse entry from any person who is a member of a Division Association. Likewise,
where ride venues or courses are on private land, ride organisers must ensure that no landowner will refuse entry
to their property by a member of a Division Association. The only exception will be some kind of legal justification
which must be provided to the Division management committee.
Rule 14.1 Appointment of Ride Officials
Ride organisers should appoint a treatment vet and identify a veterinary hospital so that all horses can receive
treatment if needed.
Rule 16.5 Biosecurity
All ride organisers are required to complete and implement a Biosecurity Plan based on the AERA Plan which is
available at www.aera.asn.au. ‘Horse health requirements’ based on a risk assessment for each event may be
applied. Any requirements must be advertised well before the event. Entry to events can be refused if horses
don’t meet these requirements. For most ride organisers this will be a straightforward process.
Rule 40 Rider Early Warning System and Rule 60 Horse Early warning System
The rider and horse early warning systems now include mini marathon and intermediate rides. Anniversary credit
points are explained in rules 40.2 and 60.2.
Section 5, Equine Anti-Doping and Controlled Medication rules
Rule 13 and Rule 29 Appeals
In summary, appeals will not be available from the ‘automatic disqualification of individual results’ required by
Rules 10, 25 and 26. The only exception will be if the adverse analytical finding is proven to be incorrect. This
means there will be no appeal for disqualification as a result of a positive swab unless the test result is invalid.
The new rules will be available on the NSWERA website before the end of January.
If you have questions or suggestions relating to the AERA, please contact one of your delegates.
Kerry elaborated briefly on the report shown above.

AGM for AERA is in March. Melanie Scott has stood down. Nominations are not in as yet. After today’s meeting
we will decide who the three delegates from NSW will be.

Honorary Members
18.

Re-appointment of honorary (life) members and consideration of new nominations.
The following people are up for confirmation as continuing Honorary (life) Members.







Ron and Val Males.
Lyn and Adrian Bailey.
Jeff and Gay Bonham.
Searle Johnstone.
Kieron Power.
Kerry Spratt

Kerry said that the motion that was put up last year by Greg Moore removes the necessity for these people to be put
up for nomination each year. This needs to be removed from the agenda.

19.

New nomination for life membership for consideration.

The following person has been nominated to become an Honorary (life) Member of NSW ERA.
Nominee for Life Membership: Fiona Meller
Nominated by: Andrew Jonkers M’ship No. 20046 (former founding member NSWERA Course Preservation
Committee)
Seconded by: Linda Jonkers M’ship No20047
Rational: Fiona is a founding member of the NSW ERA Course Preservation Committee, which was formed in 1995
to work with NSW National Parks to ensure the continued availability of tracks within National Parks for horse riding.
This work has involved many, many hours of composing submissions and face to face meetings with National Parks
hierarchy, culminating in meetings at Parliamentary level.
Fiona has spent countless hours over the last 22 years travelling around NSW to meetings with riders, National Parks
management and government departments, at her own expense, to continue her invaluable work to ensure that
Endurance riders still have access to trails in some of the most unique parts of NSW to enjoy this sport that we love
We cannot think of a more deserving member of NSW ERA to be honoured with the award of Life Membership.

Various people spoke for the nomination including Steve Roberts and Andrew Jonkers. Fia also spoke for
the motion. No one spoke against the motion.
Scrutineers were called for: Graeme Gilbertson and Briony Jonkers accepted the position with Jacky
Barlow stepping in for the count on the motion concerning Fiona Meller as that motion was proposed by
Andrew Jonkers.
Voting 107 for the motion with two against.
20. Nominations for committee
Peter explained that we have seven positions and only have six nominations. Five are for two years and the
sixth and seventh will be for a one year term.
Fia Hasko-Stewart nominated Talea Hasko-Stewart. This would be for a 12 months term. Ian Curtis
seconded the nomination.
Nominations for election to the SMC have been received from the members listed below.
MATTHEW WALKER M’ship No. 20105
Nominated by: Tony Warren M’ship No. 23051
Seconded by: Chris Bailey M’ship No. 21551
Rationale: Endurance riding 31 years; endurance vetting 26 years; helped formulate endurance log books and novice
horse rules. Endurance horse breeding 25 years. Competed internationally in endurance. Want to give back to the
sport.
PETER BICE M’ship No. 20657
Nominated by: Victoria Bice M’ship No. 23694
Seconded by: Kerry Spratt M’ship No. 21530
Rationale: I started endurance riding in 1986. Having been on the SMC for the last two years, I enjoy giving
something back to the sport.
NONI SEAGRIM M’ship No. 23407
Nominated by: Ellen Vine M’ship No. 23613

Seconded by: Kim Stephens M’ship No. 20180
Rationale: I first started endurance in 2008 and in that time my involvement as a participant has gone from hobby
competitor to full time occupation as a trainer and breeder. I live and breathe endurance every day. Over the years I
have held a few different volunteer administrative roles within the sport and most recently I have had the pleasure of
serving as the Snowy Zone delegate to the SMC for 2017.
This has been a wonderful opportunity and I am keen to continue to offer my contribution as I am passionate about
both preservation of the historical values of the sport and also progress, building the sport for the future.
JOHN HOWE M’ship No. 20080
Nominated by: Alan Mackinder M’ship No. 20540
Seconded by: Helen Rich M‘ship No. 20459
Rationale: Commenced in the sport in 1983, having tried several other equestrian disciplines prior. Endurance to me
was love at first sight. I have successfully completed 13003km to date. I am currently on the SMC as Treasurer, a
role I thoroughly enjoy. I also, in conjunction with Jo Davis, hold the Ride Calendar Portfolio.
I have been on the SMC in various roles for almost 20 years and feel that with my background as a rider and
committee person I am in the position of being able to make a balanced contribution to the sport, both now and in the
future.
KERRY SPRATT M’ship No. 21530
Nominated by: Neil Clarkson M’ship No. 22228
Seconded by: Peter Bice M’ship No. 20657
Rationale: I’ve been on the NSWERA and AERA Committees on and off since 1998, most recently since 2016 after a
four year break. Seeking re-election because I’m enjoying helping to run our great sport. I have some projects with
NSW ERA and AERA that I would like to continue progressing. I’m keen to see endurance moving forward in a way
that’s also in keeping with our heritage.
BELINDA HOPLEY M’ship No. 20151
Nominated by: Helen Thompson 20311
Seconded by: Adeline Gibson 22483
Rationale: I have been endurance riding for 30yrs, completing nearly 8,000 kms. I have been a Chief Steward for
quite a while, assisting at many NSW State Championships and Tom Quilty rides.
I have been on the NSWSMC for around 10yrs starting as the Snowy Zone rep, then becoming the Chief
Steward/TPR Registrar. The past few years I have been the South Coast Zone Rep and more recently been chair of
the Membership Grants Subcommittee. This committee is very dedicated to looking at ideas and methods to
increasing the membership, and has co-ordinated a number of Introduction to Endurance rides that have been very
enthusiastically received and leaving these riders with a very positive experience to continue in the sport. There are a
few more of these rides to be held this year. It is also providing updates and training for the rides officials, such as the
ride organisers forum, vet accreditation school, chief stewards and TPR’s.
I am looking forward to continuing my contribution in these roles.
Voting slips were handed out and duly counted by the scrutineers. The members elected for two year terms were
Belinda Hopley, Kerry Spratt, John Howe, Matthew Walker and Peter Bice. The two members for the one year term
will be Noni Seagrim and Talea Haskow-Stewart

Notices of Special Resolution pertaining to the Constitution
21.

Notice of Special Resolution

General discussion on the motion listed above followed. It was noted that if this motion is passed it will require a
change to the Constitution.
Mark Norton spoke for the motion. We had 425 members but this year the number is below 400 but according to the
voting structure we currently have, the only people allowed to vote are those in this room or members who have given
their proxy to the members in this room.
Last year around 50 members attended the AGM. This means that the maximum number of votes were around 340
By definition that means that 80 odd members were disenfranchised. In a State as large as NSW, we will never have
the majority of members attending an AGM. .
These days we can do better than being dependant on a small number of people being involved in the sport. The
AGM has the ability to direct the SMC. If we want the sport to grow, we have to empower everyone who wants to take
part to have a say, to have a vote, we need to do whatever is in our power to facilitate this.
The proxy system is flawed.
Andrew Jonkers spoke against the motion. He likes to see the discussion take place at the AGM. We need people to
get into the room, allowing people to vote on the phone would not be a good thing.
Steve Roberts spoke for the motion stating that Andrew’s argument is flawed. Proxies are given to the person and not
the particular motion.
Matthew Walker asked for the number of members. How many are voting today? Kerry to check the numbers.
Tony Warren spoke against the motion. He votes proxies according to how he is instructed to vote. Tony said he
does not vote in his favour. People provide their proxy to him. QERA have just had a postal vote. Ended up with
54% return. If you have an issue, attend the AGM. There are locals in this area who are not here.
Talea – question: has anyone actually not found someone to take their proxy or has anyone found that a member who
gave a proxy to another had the recipient vote in a way not as directed?
Mark Norton – wants the proxy form to show the year. He would argue that the date could be forged. He said there
has been evidence of fraud in the past.
Kerry said that as the secretary, she wants to assure you that there were no ineligible votes cast last year and no
ineligible votes cast this year. A lot of time and effort goes into ensuring that the voting and proxies is correct. She
does not seek proxies.
Fiona – technical. If postal and electronic voting was allowed, we would need to reword other sections of the
Constitution.
Fia suggested a postal vote. Easy these days for people to press a button on a phone. People could post a letter and
there would be no argument that it comes from another person. Would also bring us more up to date with the Act.
Peter said AERA are exploring these ideas. The biggest question about any electronic thing is security. It is being
looked at. We need to get people into the room in order to have a discussion.
There were 56 members in the room with 53 proxy votes. Total number being 109.
At this time the scrutineers returned the counting for Fiona Meller becoming a life member. Congratulations were
offered to Fiona for being elected as a life member of NSW ERA.
Those present were asked to mark the form for voting on the motion shown above. The voting slips were then
collected for counting.

22.

Notices of Motion

Please note that the discussion about managing the issues associated with Hendra will occur when these motions are
discussed.

Notice of Motion 1
Moved:
Seconded:

Ros Ryan
Phil Coleman

M’ship No. 21274
M’ship No. 21073

THAT the NSW ERA committee is authorised to dual affiliate rides in the Northern Rivers Zone area, regardless of
their Hendra vaccination status with horse health requirements in place subject to all of the following.
1. the ride being firstly affiliated with QERA
2. a duly completed NSW ERA ride booking form being provided by the ride committee at least four months in
advance of the ride.
3. the ride meeting the usual NSW ERA ride booking criteria in relation to timing and distance separation from other
NSW events

The reason for the motion is


There would be no point in NRZ riders choosing to become NSW members (which NSW fought to have the
rules allow) with all the benefits NSW gets from increased numbers (votes at AERA, income, support from
officials) if there are no rides in their area on the NSW point score.



Zone 6 riders would be negatively impacted by the reduced opportunity to rides close by.



In both cases, NSW ERA will lose income from ride fees because these rides will become solely Queensland
rides.

Pam Karner said that as a vet, she realises that the risk of anyone contracting Hendra at a ride is extremely small. If it
happens, it’s a big deal. Consequences are dire. Absolutely no research is going into a human vaccine. Treatment is
in its infancy. Is it fair legal and ethical for you to impose your view on your vets and volunteers?
Potentially there are significant ramifications. If an unvaccinated horse gets sick treatments will be withheld. There is
no referral practices in their area that will take an unvaccinated horse. Lot of people and horses could be exposed.
Legally the RO and head vet, bio security officer have wilfully ignored the recommendations by the AVA, and various
other bodies. Workplace Health and Safety and the DPI. Puts them into a real legal nightmare. The ROs in this area
have to have the autonomy on how they run their rides. Speaks to motion 1 and 2.
Neil – spoke for the motion.
Matthew Walker. Said he comes from a family of vets. Not anti-biosecurity or anti-vaccination. It’s minimisation of
risk. It is a minute risk. People are exaggerating the risk. Workplace Health and Safety – practicable measures,
that’s all they expect of people. Hendra does not spread from horse to horse. We need to get back to practical
assessment. Each ride should assess its own bio security risk.
3:14 Jacque Wright arrived at the meeting at this time.
Pam said Hendra horses can shed before they show signs of sickness.
Talea – confirmed that all NRZ rides are QERA rides. What this voting simply relates to is do we want our NSW
members to get points. Giving our members the right to ride at these rides.
Andrew Jonkers – will this motion change the vaccination only rides in NSW?
Kerry – what is the role of the NSW SMC? Two things. Anyone who knows about a risk has a duty to manage that
risk. We have a statutory role. Managing the ride calendar – we have a mandate not to approve Hendra only rides.
Can the SMC override that AGM motion? Risk management plans have to be sensible and evidence based. Which
ones do we dual affiliate in NSW and how do we manage the risk?
Steve Roberts – said that he thinks that the next three motions should not be able to get up as they would be in
contradiction of the Constitution. He feels that the motion from last year’s AGM is not valid. All this discussion about
this is invalid. Motions 1, 2 and 3 are invalid motions. Steve said temperature logs are a waste of time. Horses can
show no symptoms at all and be shedding virus. Safety of the vaccination is another issue.
Fiona – asked a question of Kerry on legal justification for denying a person from entering a ride. Hendra – is this
legal to not allow a horse to be entered into a ride? Kerry said there is a contradiction between r ules 12 and 14. It will
be interesting to see how the AERA deals with this. Legal justification is intentionally vague.
Jacque spoke in favour of motion. Reason: need to do whatever is necessary to get the ride happening. This does
not affect the bulk of the membership but it affects those in the NR zone. Looks at trying to have events with the bio
security measures they need. Work with the vet teams and vet hospitals so we can move forward
Kerry spoke about obtaining legal advice, show of hands asked for this. Resolved to vote on motion 1 and 2.

Notice of Motion 2
Moved:
Seconded:

Ros Ryan
Phil Coleman

M’ship No. 21274
M’ship No 21273

THAT the NSW ERA committee is authorised to affiliate rides in NSW ERA Zone 6 area regardless of the horse health
requirements deemed necessary by the ride organising committee subject to all of the following:
1. A duly completed NSW ERA ride booking form being provided by the ride committee at least four months in
advance of the ride.
2. the ride meeting the usual NSW ERA ride booking criteria in relation to timing and distance separation from other
NSW events, fees and incorporation.
3. all proposed horse health requirements will be for the purpose of complying with AERA rule 16.5 (comme ncing
1/1/2018)
4. The ride organising committee providing biosecurity plan when applying for ride affiliation, including evidence to
support the need for the proposed horse health requirements.

The reason for the motion is:
Northern Zone 6 is identified as a Hendra Risk Zone in the AERA’s Biosecurity Statement. It is becoming increasingly
difficult for RO’s to obtain accredited vets to officiate at rides in this region.
THE NSW ERA will stand to lose income from rides. Already in 2017, one ride was lost to Queensland. Potentially,
future rides may not even eventuate.
NSW ERA may lose existing, as well as potential members who would be impacted by the lack of available ride
opportunities in their area and do not wish to travel 6 hours or more to rides.
Various members spoke for and against the motion. Could we not help Zone 6 with the sourcing of vets. Ros was
asked if she had approached NSW SMC asking for any help? Answer: No.
Jacque - The SMC is asking the members to allow the SMC to make the correct decisions. Asking for the making of
decisions to be returned to the SMC and not have the membership at an AGM tell the SMC what to do.
Denise Trollope said the president of their ride committee is a vet and that person has been prosecuted. The ride
would like to stay with NSW and have NSW riders take part. Recently ran a ride with bio security requirements in
place. They were able to get vets without any problem.
Kerry spoke for the motion. She feels that the SMC is hamstrung because of motions from the AGM. The power
should be returned to the SMC to make decisions. It must be evidence based.

Motion No. 3
Moved:
Seconded:

Clare Fleming
John Davidson

M’ship No. 117850
M’ship No 117852

THAT “all NSW ERA rides on the calendar are to remain open to all riders regardless of horse vaccination status”.
The reason for this motion is:
There should be no “Hendra-Vaccinated rides” affiliated in NSW ERA, regardless of the location i.e. Northern-Rivers
zone; South-East Queensland.
The annual point score for distance and points should be calculated on rides within NSW that are open to all riders to
attend, regardless of horse vaccination status.
Please do not let NSW ERA become another victim of the whole vaccine debacle that is destroying endurance within
Queensland.
Locals with a horse can no longer participate in their local annual endurance ride, as their beloved horse is not
vaccinated.
New-comers to the sport have looked to alternative equine disciplines to avoid the negative vibe currently rippling
through the endurance community,
No other equine discipline is pursuing the “vaccination” mandate to participate!
There was no one at the meeting to speak for this motion. It was noted that the motion should lapse for want of a
proposed and seconder being present to put the case.
Resolved by the SMC to let the motion go to a vote.

Motion No. 4
Moved:
Seconded:

Helen Lindsay
Alan Lindsay

M’ship No. 20309
M’Ship No. 20308

THAT the AERA instruct QERA that the holding of a “Hendra Vaccinated Only” Tom Quilty in 2019 is not permitted
and that if QERA persists in this endeavour, it will be struck off the TQ circuit.
REASON: the NSW ERA members strongly object to QERA holding a “Hendra Vax Only” Tom Quilty in 2019. Tom
Quilty rides are a National Championship and should be open to ALL members of the divisions of AERA. Our sport
should NOT be dictated to by a drug company and the paranoia that goes along with this type of propaganda. There
is massive evidence that the vaccine is compromising horse health and competition.
There was no one at the meeting to speak for the motion. It was noted that the motion should lapse for want of a
proposed and seconder being present to put the case.
Jacque spoke on the motion. She said she had spoken with QERA who was part of the executive. There is a lot of
fear in the southern states that the Quilty could be Hendra vaccinated only. At that stage, in December they have not
looked at a bio security for 2019. There will be a risk management on where the horses travel from.
Resolved by the SMC to let the motion go to a vote.

Motion No. 5.
Moved:
Seconded:

Helen Lindsay
Alan Lindsay

M’ship No. 20309
M’Ship No. 20308

THAT NSW ERA start a ‘conversation’ with AERA to have the Tom Quilty permanently restored to its home in the
Hawkesbury or similar area close by; and further that it loose its National Championship status.
REASON: The Quilty has lost continuity, having to be re-invented each year with various courses, committees, local
rules, expense of base set-up; sponsorship; local acceptance with not only local government area but the community
in general. It was taken away from NSW in 1985 with a dodgy premise that it was the National Championship which
was to travel. This can still happen. Personally we have enjoyed travelling to other states to compete over the years,
but it is never a level playing field.
General agreement that we should start a conversation on the location of the Tom Quilty ride.
Ron Males said that there is no area in the Hawkesbury to hold the Quilty. Agreement we need to come up with a
plan or proposition.
Suggested amendment:
1.) That NSW ERA starts a conversation within NSW ERA about how we would bring the Tom Quilty back to NSW.
Put a proposal together for presentation to the AERA.
2.) NSW ERA set up a sub committee to investigate the opportunity of proposing to the AERA that the Tom Quilty be
restored to NSW,
or set up a sub committee
Motion:
22.1 MOVED
THAT
CARRIED

Fia Hasko-Stewart, Bec Hogan
NSW ERA establish a sub committee to investigate future arrangements for the Tom Quilty
Duly passed

The motion above was put to the vote by a show of hands. Unanimous vote for the motion. Duly passed.
Suggested nominees for such a subcommittee include Helen Lindsay, Fia Hasko Stewart, Bec Hogan, Charlie Gauci,

Motion No. 6
MOVED BY:

Rebecca Hogan ………………………………… 22685
Matthew Walker ……………………………… 20105

THAT:
Part 1 - the SMC investigates setting up a regional teams competition for endurance in NSW, open to all zones and
clubs.
Concept: Six riders nominated for the year. Points assigned at every NSW ride, for team placing and for
team completion. Three of the six nominated riders must complete for the team to accrue points at a ride.
Working out a points system will require further discussion.
Part 2 - the SMC publishes a draft proposal for the teams competition to enable review and comment by the
membership, and considers member concerns in preparing final details of the teams competition.
Part 3 - the SMC is given approval now by the membership to implement a team’s competition, after the proposal has
been published and member concerns considered, to enable the teams to be created and ready for the 2019 season.
THE REASONS FOR THIS MOTION ARE:
Publicity: Teams receive more regular media features than individuals. Communities feel connected to ‘their’ team.
Regular stories, results and photos can be provided to local newspapers.
Sponsorship: Teams are more likely to attract business sponsorship than individual riders. Eventually we could have
professional teams with well-paid riders, creating careers for riders and a home market for top endurance horses.
Incentive: Riders can tell friends/family they are on a regional team – it gives status understood by the general public.
Being on a team may bring renewed purpose for riders competitive at 80km, but not wanting to ride competitively at
160km.
Bec Hogan spoke for the proposal. Resolved: Agree at this stage to investigate the idea and hopefully set something
in place for the future.

23.

Discussion Items on Notice

1.

Should we continue to award ribbons for the top 10 rider and horse place getters in the annual points
and distance awards?

The Committee has discussed the possibility of awarding ribbons to the top 5 place getters instead of the top 10.
Often the recipients of these awards don’t attend the AGM to collect them and sometimes people don’t even follow up
about collecting them. The ribbons cost $10.75 each and the committee would like to know whether the ribbons are
valued enough to continue with placings 6 to 10.
General discussion for and against the AGM awards. Fiona said that this could be calculated on the membership
numbers. Previously ribbons awarded for 1% of the membership. This would amount to five ribbons for the current
membership.
$2,600 plus was spent of ribbons last year. Riders need recognition. Even a certificate should work.
Intermediate rugs cost around $80.00. Intermediate ribbons – we have full endurance members getting the same
award. Possibly the ribbons should go to the intermediate membership.
Consider a different award for endurance riders doing intermediate rides.
Resolved to explore cheaper options with regard to AGM awards.
2.

NSWERA Independent Disciplinary Panel
As you probably know, we have an Independent Disciplinary Panel which investigates reports about potential
rule breaches and/or inappropriate behaviour by members. Hopefully it is not needed often and guidance
documents are available to help with the process. A list of people willing to help our sport in this way is needed,
from which a panel is randomly selected for each issue. The Committee is asking for interested people to agree
to be on the list please.

Nominations to be on a future IDP were: Fia Haskow-Stewart, Ian Curtis, Mette Sutton, Kylie Jonkers, Steve Roberts,
Haydn Fisher, and Denise Trollope

General business

24.



Mindi Davies said she would like to thank the NSW SMC for their help with membership. She and Matthew
have provided their Council rates notice and licence. Address in Tweed Heads. Thanks to the committee for
welcoming us.



Question: Are FEI rides included in the point score? Yes, but these rides also attract affiliation fees.



Andrew Kettlewell mentioned the polo ponies that died on the Spirit of Tasmania. There is an investigation
and the word is that there is a chance that horses in the next couple of months will only be able to travel on
special carriers. This could add $1500 to the cost. If it goes through you will incur that extra cost. Peter
asked that information be sent to the SMC. This could affect Quilty numbers.

Results of Motions discussed previously at this meeting.
Special resolution lost. Vote 84 against 25 against. 109
Motion 1 carried. Vote for 85 to 22. 107
Motion 2 carried. Vote for 68 to 39. 107
Motion 3. Carried. Vote 56 with 40 against. 96
Motion 4. carried 65 to 39. 104. 109
Motion 5 carried 83 to 23. 106
Motion 6 carried 92 to 14. 106

25. Sponsorship – riders acknowledging the prizes that they receive.
Jacque said that riders do not always know how to acknowledge the awards they receive. Make a phone
call, FB put on a note, have a photo of you taken with a prize. Search for that business, if not on FB find
them and put their website on FB. Need to give value back for the support given to a ride. As ROs we can
do this but we need for the recipients acknowledge the prizes as well.
26. SMC delegates and Zone representatives
Jacque said we were four people short. The zones really need an independent and separate person on the
table. If the zones cannot find that person, then what is the use of the Zones. It is important that we have
members around the table. This can spread the workload.
27.

FEI and mandatory rest periods.

Ros Edmunds - Wants to clarify the position between NSW ERA and FEI requirements. FEI riders must
follow the FEI rules. She went on to discuss prizes. Problem when we are encouraging people to ride and
there is no buckle. We should address this. If committees need help – ask for it but you can get a buckle
for around $10. This is what riders want. Cannot have 80k rides and no buckle.
28. Ride Organisers Forum
Jacque said there is a RO forum tomorrow. All are welcome to attend. Hopes she found everyone to invite
them. Asked what is your greatest expenses. She said volunteers are the biggest expense. Meeting to be
held at Richmond Club which will be open at 9am. Like to start at 9.15. Will be going through the new
rules, AERAspace helping with tips, prizes, marketing, and working with each other. Share best practice
among each other.
Bec Hogan mentioned the idea a birthday party for their 10th ride. Would have it on the Sunday night.
Have a think and see whether it is something that people might be interested in attending.
29. Chief Stewards report – new criteria.
There are a heap of questions on the new form that are very difficult to fill in. A lot of it really cannot be
filled in. With a PDF you just ‘save as’ and they fill in the form.
30. Motions that went before the meeting concerning Hendra vaccination
General discussion on the motions that were passed. There are motions which contradict each other a nd
one that is in contradiction with the AERA. How do we want to deal with this?
The membership has said twice before that they do not want Hendra only rides.
Motion that NSW ERA allow Hendra vaccinated only rides in Zone 6 and the Northern Rivers rides.
Consider a Special General Meeting to resolve the issue of the Northern Rivers rides and Hendra. Motions
1,2 and 3 could be the subject of this meeting.
Neil Clarkson expressed his thanks to the SMC for their hard work during this year.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 5:53pm .

_________________________

________________

Chairman

Date

Annexure A

N.S.W. Endurance Rider Association Inc.
ABN 66 856 011 605
Audit

Report

Scope
I have audited the financial reports of N.S.W ENDURANCE RIDERS ASSOCIATION INC. for the financial year ended 31st
December 2017. I have conducted an independent audit of the bank statements, and financial reports in order to express
an opinion on those reports to the members of this association.
The audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards to provide a reasonable assurance that the
financial reports are free of material misstatement. My procedures included examination, on a test basis, of evidence
supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial reports, and the evaluation of accounting policies.
These procedures have been undertaken to form an opinion whether, in all material respects, the financial reports are
presented fairly in accordance with Accounting Standards and other mandatory professional reporting requirements so as to
present a view which is consistent with my understanding of the company’s financial position and the results of its’ activities
over the period.
The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above basis.
Independence
I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, during the year ended 31st December 2017, there have been:
1. no contraventions of the auditor independence requirements as set out in the Corporations Act 2001 in relation
to the Audit; and
2. no contraventions of any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the Audit.
Audit Opinion
In my opinion, the financial reports of N.S.W ENDURANCE RIDERS ASSOCIATION INC. are in accordance with:
1. The NSW Associations Incorporation Act 1984, including:
a) giving a true and fair view of the company’s financial position as at 31st December 2017 and its
operations for the year ended 31st December 2017
b) complying with Accounting Standards and the Corporations

2. other mandatory professional reporting requirements.
Signed On: 15th February 2018

Robert E B Peirce F.C.P.A

N.S.W. ENDURANCE RIDERS ASSOCIATION INC.
PO BOX 6627 CHATHAM NSW 2130
Profit & Loss [With Last Year]
January 2017 To December 2017
2017
Income
Income - Grants
Communities NSW
Sports Development Grant
Total Income - Grants
Income - Membership Fees
Membership Fees - Adults
Membership Fees - Juniors
Membership Fees - Intermediate
Membership Fees - Associates
Day Membership Fees - Training
Day Membership Fees - Introd.
Family Membership Discounts
Day Membership conversions
Discounted Membship Post 01/08
Total Income - Membership Fees
Personal Accident Premiums In
PA Adults
PA Juniors
Total Personal Accident Premiums In
Income - Ride Fees
Ride Fees
Ride Booking Fees
Total Income - Ride Fees
Income - Annual Awards
Dinner Dance Ticket Sales
Total Income - Annual Awards
Income - Sale of Merchandise
Sale of Log Books
Sale of Clothing
Sale of Arrows
Sale of TQ15 DVD
Sale of TQ15 Merchandise
Freight & Postage
Total Income - Sale of Merchandise
Income - Newsletter
Newsletter Subscriptions
Newsletter Advertising
Total Income - Newsletter
Income - AERA Charges
AERA End.H Rego L/Time
AERA End.H Rego Annual
AERA Transfer of Ownership
Total Income - AERA Charges
Income - Other
Miscellaneous
Administrative Service Fees
Tyremax Pty Ltd
Interest Received
Total Income - Other

2017

6,500.00
25,000.00

2016

2016

6,500.00
0.00
31,500.00

35,367.73
3,709.09
545.46
109.09
1,763.64
2,322.74
-1,509.10
0.00
-90.91

6,500.00
36,953.20
3,618.15
1,272.73
190.93
1,836.37
2,876.36
-1,300.02
-9.09
0.00

42,217.74
12,927.24
507.30

45,438.63
11,509.09
913.65

13,434.54
43,718.17
127.26

12,422.74
56,377.76
145.45

43,845.43
1,818.19

56,523.21
3,734.54

1,818.19
5,536.36
26.18
210.91
31.82
0.00
0.00

3,734.54
6,868.18
345.46
0.00
1,659.11
1,134.54
20.41

5,805.27
4,472.73
1,028.18

10,027.70
5,649.55
605.00

5,500.91
3,709.08
645.47
218.19

6,254.55
3,068.19
1,136.34
199.98

4,572.74
44.75
8,727.28
15,430.00
795.28

4,404.51
609.75
0.00
0.00
1,527.64

24,997.31

2,137.39

Total Income
Cost of Merchandise Sales
Cost of Merchandise
Cost of Log Books
Cost of Log Book Covers
Cost of Clothing
Cost of Clothing - Freight
Cost of State Ride Buckles
Cost of TQ15 DVD
Cost of TQ15 Merchandise
Total Cost of Merchandise Sales
Gross Profit
Expenses:
Other Expenses
Accounting Fees
Advertising
Bank Fees
Bank Fees - Merchant Fees
Bookkeeping Fees
Computer Hardware Expenses
Computer Software Expenses
Depreciation
Dues/Fees/Permits/Licences
Gifts, Flowers, Cards etc
Miscellaneous Expenses
Seminars Conducted
Sponsorship
Total Other Expenses
A.E.R.A.
AERA - Affiliation Fees Adult
AERA - Affiliation Fees Jnr
AERA - Rider Entry Fee
AERA - Meeting Expenses
AERA - End. Horse Rego Lifetime
AERA - End. Horse Rego Annual
AERA - Transfer of Ownership
Total A.E.R.A.
AGM Expenses
AGM - Other Expenses
AGM - Printing & Postage
AGM - Room Hire
AGM - Raffles [Net]
Total AGM Expenses
Annual Awards
Ann. Awards - Awards
Ann. Awards - Dinner Expenses
Ann. Awards - Entertainment
Total Annual Awards
CS Accreditation & Training
CS Course Fees
CS - Equipment
Total CS Accreditation & Training
Insurance
Insur - Liability Adult riding
Insur - Liability Non riding
Insur - Liability Day Training
Insur - Liability Day Intro
Insur - Liability Day Intermediate
Insur - Liability NSWERA
Insur - Liability Ride Org.

173,692.13
136.36
2,655.91
363.64
1,767.81
14.23
0.00
0.00
2,412.75

147,443.27
0.00
3,740.02
181.82
79.13
30.00
197.72
12,083.20
0.00

7,350.70
166,341.43

2,475.00
272.73
81.56
1,026.23
750.00
96.82
192.85
1,638.00
205.00
150.00
349.64
1,028.60
7,000.00

16,311.89
131,131.38

3,000.00
1,000.00
10.00
1,079.33
979.50
0.00
0.00
1,651.00
0.00
231.82
0.00
3,907.36
1,500.00
15,266.43

11,607.28
567.26
8,086.52
5,111.53
3,709.09
568.18
199.99

13,359.01
12,354.56
681.82
4,156.35
4,398.58
3,327.28
918.19
199.99

29,849.85
827.59
1,353.25
272.73
-254.54

26,036.77
0.00
1,011.88
545.46
13.64

2,199.03
7,402.28
2,231.82
1,500.00

1,570.98
5,560.55
3,927.73
450.00

11,134.10
600.00
354.55

9,938.28
0.00
0.00

954.55
8,418.18
86.36
3,581.81
0.00
245.44
663.64
872.75

0.00
8,418.18
113.63
1,540.91
2,468.18
281.83
445.45
1,375.00

Insur - PA Voluntary Workers
1,581.83
Insur - PA Adults
12,854.53
Insur - PA Juniors
507.27
Total Insurance
Medication Control
Med Ctrl - Course - Travel
0.00
Med Ctrl - Fuel & Postage
73.50
Med Ctrl - Sample Testing Fees
2,197.31
Total Medication Control
Meeting Expenses
Meet. Exp - Teleconferences
28.94
Meet. Exp. - Nibbles / Meals
734.17
Meet. Exp. - Minutes Secretary
1,737.27
Meet. Exp. - Fuel & Tolls
2,722.81
Meet. Exp. - Accomm.
916.02
Total Meeting Expenses
Newsletter Expenses
Newsltr - Editorial Fee
7,200.00
Newsltr - Printing
6,127.86
Newsltr - Postage
277.72
Total Newsletter Expenses
Promotional Expenditure
Promotions - Clothing
1,870.00
Promotions - Fuel
500.00
Promotions - Maxxis Tyres
15,430.00
Promotions - Other
4,556.36
Promotions - Prizes / Giveaway
536.33
Total Promotional Expenditure
Quilty Expenses
Quilty Expenses - Sponsorship
1,409.09
Quilty Expenses - Team Related
1,009.09
Quilty Expenses - Vet Exp
0.00
Quilty Expenses - Other
0.00
Quilty Expenses - CS Team
0.00
Total Quilty Expenses
Ride Management Related
Ride M - Printing & Stationery
316.15
Ride M - CS Expenses
297.73
Total Ride Management Related
Secretariat Expenses
Sec. Exp. - Computer
139.26
Sec. Exp. - Postage
623.33
Sec. Exp. - Secretariat Fees
28,480.41
Sec. Exp. - Print / Stationery
861.56
Sec. Exp. - Phone & Internet
1,394.55
Sec. Exp. - Other
60.00
Sec. Exp. - Offsite storage
1,148.01
Total Secretariat Expenses
SMC Non Meeting Reimbursements
SMC - Fuel
133.34
SMC - Phone & Internet
79.78
SMC - Other
368.72
SMC - Postage
21.00
Total SMC Non Meeting Reimbursements
State Ride Expenses
State Ride - Gen Exp
774.42
State Ride - Sponsorship
6,000.00
State Ride - Trophies & Prizes
990.00
State Ride - Team Uniforms
1,062.02
State Ride - Team Fuel
454.55

1,515.90
12,050.00
463.63
28,811.81

28,672.71
1,268.14
0.00
2,638.24

2,270.81

3,906.38
0.00
647.54
1,556.00
3,248.02
1,564.11

6,139.21

7,015.67
6,942.00
3,285.54
841.32

13,605.58

11,068.86
0.00
0.00
0.00
411.05
2,407.27

22,892.69

2,818.32
1,363.64
4,495.52
334.32
600.91
181.82

2,418.18

6,976.21
480.77
15.00

613.88

495.77
0.00
803.78
28,872.78
477.93
1,087.01
100.36
820.02

32,707.12

32,161.88
0.00
36.36
49.79
223.82

602.84

309.97
249.26
6,000.00
2,027.69
1,121.81
0.00

Total State Ride Expenses
TPR Accreditation & Training
TPR - Meals
TPR - Printing & Stationery
Total TPR Accreditation & Training
Vet Accreditation & Training
VA - Venue Hire
VA - Meals
VA - Travel & Accommodation
Total Vet Accreditation & Training
Volunteer Rewards
Volunteer Lucky Draws
CS Achievement Awards
Total Volunteer Rewards
Website Expenses
Website - Domain Rego
Website - Website Hosting
Total Website Expenses
Total Expenses
Net Profit/(Loss)

9,280.99
0.00
119.09

9,398.76
42.73
0.00

119.09
0.00
0.00
784.12

42.73
459.09
141.82
0.00

784.12
274.09
0.00

600.91
0.00
107.14

274.09
0.00
436.36

107.14
43.64
436.36

436.36
180,360.73
-($14,019.30)

480.00
154,960.35
-($23,828.97)

